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  5 Full Legislature – 6-18-12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  wou ld  ask  everybody 2 

i n  the  chamber  to  p lease  r i se  fo r  the  P ledg e  o f  3 

A l leg iance ,  l ed  by  Leg is la to r  R ichard  N ico l e l l o .  4 

 (Whereupon ,  the  P ledge  o f  A l l eg iance  was  5 

rec i ted . )  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Wou ld  you  ca l l  t he  7 

ro l l ,  p lease?  8 

 CLERK MULLER:    Depu ty  P res id ing  O f f i cer  9 

Gonsa lves?  10 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Presen t .  11 

 CLERK MULLER:    A l te rna te  Depu ty  12 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Kope l?  13 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Here .  14 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  T ro iano?  15 

 LEGISLATOR TROIANO:    Here .  16 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  So lages?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   18 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Fo rd?  19 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Here .   20 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Scanne l l?  21 

 LEGISLATOR SCANNELL:    Here .  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Becke r?  23 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Here .  24 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Mu scare l l a?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Here .  2 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo?  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Here .  4 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Boswor th?  5 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Here .  6 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  W ink?  7 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Here .  8 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Be les i?  9 

 LEGISLATOR BELESI :    Here .  10 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Dunne?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs?  13 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Here .  14 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Wa lke r?  15 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:    Here .  16 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -17 

Wh i t ton?  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Here .  19 

 CLERK MULLER:    Leg is la to r  Denenberg?  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Here .  21 

 CLERK MULLER:    M ino r i ty  Leader  Abrahams?  22 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Here .  23 

 CLERK MULLER:    Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  24 

Schmi t t?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR SCHMITT :      He re .  2 

 CLERK MULLER:    We have a  quorum.  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  4 

 Okay .   We have a  coup le  o f  po in ts  o f  5 

pe rsona l  p r i v i l ege .   The  Cha i r  i s  go ing  to  6 

recogn ize  Leg is la to r  Judy  Jacobs .  7 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Mr .  Schm i t t ,  tha t  8 

was cance l led  fo r  today ,  because  I  asked  th e  9 

gent leman to  p lease make  i t  anothe r  day  tha t  he  10 

comes in .   I 'm sor ry .    11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No  p rob lem.  12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I 'm  sor ry .   I  13 

though t  somebody  had  ca l led  your  o f f i ce .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   We now 15 

recogn ize  Leg is la to r  Howard  Kope l .  16 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    Thank you ,  Mr .  17 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r .   Good  a f te rnoon ,  lad ies  and  18 

gent lemen.    19 

 A l l  o f  us  he re  a re  used to  the  honors  20 

tha t  a re  f requen t l y  bes towed  on peop le  who have 21 

done  g rea t  t h ings  in  our  communi ty .   Bu t  I ' m  22 

a f ra id  somet imes  we lose  s igh t  o f  the  peop l e  who  23 

have  done th ings  and  sac r i f i ced  fo r  the  goo d  o f  24 

the  commun i t y  a  long  t ime ago  and may no t  h ave  25 
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been  recogn ized  ye t .   A l so ,  l e t ' s  no t  fo rge t  2 

peop le  tha t  do  g rea t  t h ings  qu ie t l y  day  a f t e r  day  3 

over  g rea t  pe r iods  o f  t ime .  4 

 Today,  be tween D-Day  and  the  Four th  o f  5 

Ju ly ,  and I  m igh t  even  men t ion  Fathe r ' s  Day ,  i t ' s  6 

a  conf luence  o f ,  i t ' s  a  p rop i t ious  t ime to  7 

recogn ize  someone tha t  f i t s  bo th  o f  these 8 

ca tegor ies .   Lad ies  and gent lemen,  I  wan t  t o  9 

i n t roduce you  to  M i l ton  Kramer .   M i l ton ,  wh ere  10 

a re  you?   Do  you  wan t  to  s tand  up  a t  t he  po d ium,  11 

p lease?  A  wonder fu l  member  o f  t he  Lawrence  12 

commun i t y .   I  want  to  b r ie f l y  te l l  you  a  l i t t l e  13 

s to ry ,  s ta r t i ng  a t  a  t ime whe n  he was a  youn g 14 

man.  15 

 Grow ing up ,  M i l t on  K ramer  a lways  d reamed  16 

o f  be ing  a  l awyer .   He  worked  ha rd ,  d id  we l l  i n  17 

schoo l .   And  in  September  1940  M i l ton  en tere d  NYU 18 

Law Schoo l  i n  Manhat tan  as  a  member  o f  t he  19 

f reshman  c lass .   As  th ings  we n t  on  p re t t y  we l l ,  20 

un t i l  December  7 ,  1941 ,  and I  guess  everyon e  21 

knows what  happened then .  22 

 R igh t  a f te r  Pear l  Harbor ,  l i ke  so  many  o f  23 

ou r  pa rents ,  g randparents ,  and  o ther  re la t i ves ,  24 

M i l t on  l e f t  schoo l ,  he  en l i s ted  in  the  A rmy  in  25 
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de fense o f  h i s  count ry .   He ' s  f i e rce ly  pa t r i o t i c  2 

then  and  now.   And  h is  i n ten t i on ,  o f  cou rse ,  was  3 

to  do  h i s  du ty  and  re tu rn  to  h is  d ream,  wh i ch  was 4 

l aw schoo l .  5 

 He  served in  the  U .S .  Army  A i r  Corps ,  6 

because in  those  days  there  was no  separa te  A i r  7 

Fo rce .   He  se rved in  Europe and Nor th  A f r i ca ,  8 

th rough heavy  f i gh t i ng ,  as  a  member  o f  t he  Second 9 

F igh te r ' s  Squadron ,  famous ly  known as  the  10 

Amer ican  Beag le  Squadron ,  wh ich  ach ieved  11 

t remendous  success  i n  mov ing  the  war  on  the  12 

European  thea t re  o f  opera t ions  to  a  favo rab le  13 

end.  I  won ' t  go  in to  t remendous de ta i l s  o f  t he  14 

f i gh t i ng ;  anyone  in te res ted  can jus t  Goog le  i t  - -  15 

Goog le  Amer i can  Beag le  and  you ' l l  f i nd  ou t  you  16 

w i l l  be  su i tab l y  impressed .  17 

 Bu t  su f f i ce  i t  t o  say ,  M i l ton  fa i t h fu l l y  18 

d id  h i s  du ty ,  se rved  w i th  d i s t inc t ion .   He w as  19 

d i scha rged  in  45 .   And  l i ke  so  many re tu rn i ng  20 

ve te rans ,  he  had  to  he lp  h is  fam i l y .   Bu t  Ne w 21 

York  a t  tha t  t ime,  the re  were  so  many ve ter ans  22 

who had th is  i ssue .   And  New York  a l lowed pe op le  23 

to  take  the  bar  exam w i th  a  ce r ta in  amount  o f  24 

schoo l  and  se l f - s tudy .   Un for tunate l y ,  M i l t o n  25 
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m issed  i t .   He en l i s ted  a  l i t t le  b i t  t oo  qu ick ly  2 

and he  m issed  i t  by  two weeks .   Two weeks .   So ,  3 

he  d idn ' t  become a  l awyer  a t  t he  t ime and i t  was  4 

ha rd .  5 

 I n  due  cou rse ,  he  mar r ied  h i s  love ly  6 

R i ta ,  who is  he re  in  the  aud ience,  had  ch i l d ren ,  7 

bu i l t  a  bus iness ,  and to  th i s  day  s t i l l  con su l ts  8 

i n  the  f ie ld ,  ac t i ve  i n  loca l  char i t ab le  an d  9 

re l i g ious  a f fa i r s  and a  be loved f i x tu re  in  the  10 

Lawrence  commun i ty .  11 

 Over  the  yea rs ,  he  cons ide red  re tu rn ing  12 

to  schoo l  bu t  t he  dream na tu ra l l y  faded to  a  13 

background  regre t  un t i l  abou t  th ree  years  a go,  14 

when  a t  the  age  o f  90  years  o ld  Mi l t on  asked  i f  15 

he  cou ld  c le rk  fo r  a  few  years  i n  my  o f f i ce  and 16 

s imu l taneous ly  s tudy  fo r  t he  bar .   So  jus t  17 

cons ider  the  magn i f i cen t  de te rmina t ion .   Any way.   18 

He  cou ldn ' t  beg in  a  lawyer ,  bu t  he  began  th e  19 

s tudy  o f  t he  Pto lemy  in  the  o r ig ina l  Hebrew  and 20 

Aramaic .   P to lemy is ,  fo r  those who don ' t  k now,  21 

i s  a  huge compl i ca ted  t rea t i se  wr i t t en  over  a  22 

seve ra l  hundred  year  per iod  and ended about  1800  23 

years  ago.   I t ' s  i nc red ib l y  cha l leng ing ,  an d  you  24 

can take  th i s  f rom a  guy  who  has  a lso  s tud i ed  i t  25 
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bu t  w i th  fa r ,  f a r  less  success .  2 

 M i l t on 's  the  f i r s t  one  in  the  c lass ,  3 

wh ich  beg ins  eve ry  morn ing  6 :45 ,  seven  days  a  4 

week ,  to  p repare  co f fee  and cook ies  fo r  eve ryone  5 

e l se .   He asks  the  mos t  and bes t  ques t ions ,  and 6 

a lways  cha l l enges the  s tudy  l eader .   7 

 C los ing .   I  ask  a l l  o f  you  to  jo in  me in  8 

honor ing  a  man who  qu ie t l y  and  modes t l y  ser ves  as  9 

a  l i fe long  insp i ra t i on  to  eve ryone  he has  m e t  10 

a long the  way .   A t  my age,  fa the r  f i gu res  a re  11 

ra ther  hard  to  come by .   But  M i l ton ' s  a lway s  12 

ava i lab le  to  f i l l  tha t  ro le ,  no t  j us t  fo r  m e  but  13 

a l l  the  o the r  k ids  i n  the  ne ighborhood .  14 

 We a l l  have d reams  and  some a re  fu l f i l l ed  15 

and some a re  no t .   Tha t ' s  l i f e .   Bu t  wha t  c oun ts  16 

i s  wha t  you do  w i th  what  you ' ve  go t  and how  you 17 

p r io r i t i ze  your  l i fe .  Be fo re  I  ask  M i l ton  j us t  t o  18 

say  a  few words ,  we have  a  p resenta t ion  to  h im  by  19 

Ass i s tan t  Dean Sara  Rub in  o f  New York  Un ive rs i ty  20 

Law Schoo l ,  Dean  o f  A lumni  A f fa i rs ,  who,  ha v ing  21 

heard  the  s to ry ,  i ns is ted  on  coming he re  22 

pe rsona l ly  t o  j o in  i n  honor ing  one  tha t  go t  away .   23 

Dean  Rub in .  24 

 DEAN RUBIN:    Thank you,  Leg is la to r  25 
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Kope l .   And thank  you to  the  o ther  members  o f  the  2 

Leg is la tu re  ga thered  here  today  fo r  Nassau 3 

Coun ty ,  and to  so  many  members  o f  the  commu n i t y  4 

and ce r ta in l y  to  Mrs .  Kramer  and  her  fam i ly  fo r  5 

be ing  he re  and to  you,  s i r ,  we  sa lu te  you.  6 

 I 'm de l i gh ted  to  be  he re  on  beha l f  o f  the  7 

New York  Un ivers i t y  Law Schoo l  and  Dean R ic hard  8 

Revesz  to  recogn ize  Mi l t on  K ramer  today  fo r  h i s  9 

l i fe long  pass ion  fo r  t he  l aw .   I n  so  do ing ,  I 'm 10 

p leased to  p resent  you  w i th  th is  p laque and  a  11 

l e t te r ,  wh ich  I ' d  l i ke  to  be  a l l owed  to  rea d  i f  12 

you ' l l  i ndu lge  me.   Here 's  the  p laque.  13 

 Dear  Mr .  K ramer .   I t  i s  w i th  t remendous 14 

p leasu re  tha t  I  o f fe r  you th i s  l e t te r  in  ho nor ing  15 

recogn i t ion  o f  you r  l i fe long  pass ion  fo r  th e  l aw .   16 

There  cou ld  be  no  be t te r  t ime  than  today  to  17 

remark  upon the  r i ch  and  wonder fu l  l i f e  you  have  18 

led  and the  ro le  tha t  the  law  has  p layed  th e re in .  19 

 I n  Sep tember  o f  1940 ,  when  you  f i r s t  20 

en te red  New York  Un ive rs i t y  Schoo l  o f  Law,  the  21 

l aw schoo l  was a  very  d i f f e ren t  p lace .   Our  22 

campus ,  though a l ready  ensconced  in  the  dyn amic  23 

ne ighborhood  o f  Greenw ich  V i l l age ,  was  smal l e r .   24 

The number  o f  s tuden ts  we admi t ted  fewer ,  t he  25 
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s tuden t  body ,  t hough  d iverse  by  the  s tandar ds  o f  2 

the  day  in  i t s  i nc lus ion  o f  Jewish ,  A f r i can  3 

Amer ican ,  and  fema le  scho lars ,  d id  no t  ye t  know 4 

the  abundant  in te rna t i ona l  d i vers i ty  t ha t  t h e  law 5 

schoo l  t oday  takes  such pr ide  in .  6 

 The wor ld  too  was ve ry  d i f fe ren t .   Europe 7 

was in  tu rmo i l .   And  in  December  o f  1941 ,  w hen  8 

you were  j us t  ha l f  way  th rough  you r  lega l  9 

educat ion ,  t he  a t tack  on  Pear l  Harbo r  wou ld  10 

exped i te  the  en t ry  o f  the  Un i ted  S ta te  i n to  Wor ld  11 

War  I I .   L ike  so  many young men o f  you r  12 

genera t i on ,  you  were  ca l led  away  f rom the  s tud ies  13 

you loved in  o rder  to  se rve  your  count ry .   Though 14 

c i rcumstances  wou ld  preven t  you f rom earn in g  a  15 

Ju r i s  Doctor  upon your  re tu rn  f rom war ,  I  16 

unders tand  tha t  the  t ime  tha t  you once  spen t  a t  17 

the  NYU Schoo l  o f  Law rema ined  mean ing fu l  a nd 18 

your  unb r id led  l ove  o f  t he  l aw  remained in t ac t .  19 

 Every  ind i v idua l  who  wa lks  th rough  our  20 

doors ,  whe the r  a  p ro fessor ,  a  member  o f  our  21 

s ta f f ,  o r  a  young law s tuden t  who must  te rm ina te  22 

h i s  lega l  s tud ies  too  soon ,  cont r i bu tes  in  a  23 

s ign i f i can t  way  to  the  l aw  schoo l ,  and  make s  an  24 

i nde l i b le  impac t  upon the  success  o f  our  25 
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ins t i t u t ion .   And you,  Mr .  K ramer ,  a re  no  2 

except ion .  3 

 A  law degree  may  have a l luded  you wh i l e  4 

you se rved  your  coun t ry ,  you r  fami ly ,  and yo ur  5 

commun i t y ,  bu t  no  ce r t i f i ca te  i s  needed to  a t tes t  6 

to  the  h igh  degree  o f  your  i n te l lec t ,  pa t r i o t i sm,  7 

and devo t ion  to  your  na t ion  and i t s  laws ;  t ha t  8 

much  has  been  made  c lear  by  the  exemplary  p ass ion  9 

and in tegr i t y  w i th  wh ich  you  have chosen  to  l i ve  10 

your  l i f e .  11 

 Mr .  Kramer ,  on  beha l f  o f  t he  New York  12 

Un ivers i ty  Schoo l  o f  Law,  I  want  to  thank  y ou fo r  13 

your  con t inued commi tmen t  to  and  en thus iasm  fo r  14 

the  law.   Your  remarkab le  sp i r i t  i s  t rue  15 

i nsp i ra t ion  to  the  en t i re  law  schoo l  commun i ty .   16 

Warm Regards ,  R ichard  Revesz ,  Dean  o f  the  La w 17 

Schoo l .  18 

 I  p resen t  you  w i th  th i s .   19 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:    M i l t on .  20 

 MR.  KRAMER:    We l l ,  I  usua l l y  don ' t  ge t  21 

much  o f  an  oppor tun i ty  to  speak when  my w i f e 's  i n  22 

the  aud ience ,  bu t  a l r i gh t .   We ' l l  s t i l l  hav e  a  23 

few words  to  say ,  some o f  the m may  sound  24 

redundan t  because my  dear  f r i end  Howard  had  25 
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ment ioned some o f  the  i t ems.   Bu t  I ' d  l i ke  to  pu t  2 

i t  a l l  t ogether  in  a  coo rd ina ted  way  so  tha t  you  3 

can ge t  a  f l ow o f  the  th ings  tha t  happened to  me  4 

i n  my l i fe .  5 

 F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  t hank  you,  Howard ,  f o r  you r  6 

k ind  and  g rac ious  in t roduc t i on .   A t  the  ou t se t ,  I  7 

want  to  thank  the  o f f i ce rs  and  members  o f  t he  8 

Nassau  County  Leg is la tu re  fo r  hos t ing  today ' s  9 

even t .   A l so ,  my  deepest  hea r t fe l t  t hanks  a nd 10 

apprec ia t i on  to  my  dear  f r iend  Howard  Kope l ,  who  11 

ge rm inated ,  p lanned,  imp lemen ted  today 's  ev ent ,  12 

and fo r  go ing  to  ba t  f o r  me,  no t  as  a  des ig nated  13 

h i t t e r ,  bu t  as  a  regu lar  homerun  h i t te r  who  14 

touched a l l  my bases ,  wh ich  he  l e f t  me  in  a  ve ry  15 

g ra te fu l ,  emot iona l ,  and  tea r fu l  mood.  16 

 Ac tua l l y ,  today ' s  even t  wou ld  neve r  have  17 

taken p lace  i f  i n  December  31 ,  1941,  a f te r  Pear l  18 

Harbor ,  my  loca l  d ra f t  boa rd  had  no t  den ied  my  19 

appea l  f o r  an  ex tens ion  o f  my  dra f t  a f f i rma n t  to  20 

Apr i l  1942 ,  when  my second  yea r  o f  NYU Law Schoo l  21 

wou ld  be  comp le ted .   I nc iden ta l l y ,  I  have h e re  a  22 

l aw schoo l  bu rsa r ' s  rece ip t ,  da ted  November  12 ,  23 

1941 ,  fo r  the  1940 /41 second  quar te r  t u i t io n  o f  -24 

-  and I  hope  eve ryone is  seat ed  - -  $80 ,  o r  $ 320 25 
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fo r  the  year .   Qu i te  a  barga in  when one com pares  2 

tha t  t o  today 's  tu i t ion ,  wh ich  i s  1 ,400-p lus  3 

pe rcen t  more  than 71  yea rs  ag o .   Those  were  the  4 

good  o ld  days  when  a  do l la r  was va lued  abov e  100  5 

copper  penn ies ,  whereas  today  a  z inc  penny i s  6 

wor th less .  7 

 On  the  o ther  hand,  i f  the  dra f t  board  had 8 

g ran ted  my  appea l  and a l lowed  me to  comp le t e  my 9 

second  yea r ,  I  wou ld  be  prac t i c ing  l aw  today .   10 

Because a f te r  Wor ld  War  Number  I I ,  t he  New York  11 

Cour t  o f  Appea ls  ru led  tha t  any  ve te rans  wh o  12 

comp le ted  two  years  o f  l aw  schoo l  was exemp ted  13 

f rom the  normal  requ i remen t  o f  t h ree  yea rs  o f  law 14 

schoo l  c lass room a t tendance,  and  cou ld  take  the  15 

Bar  Exam a t  t he i r  own pace  a f te r  work ing  in  a  law 16 

o f f i ce .   Unfo r tuna te ly ,  th is  ru le  d id  no t  a pp ly  17 

to  me,  wh ich  consequen t l y  changed the  d i rec t ion  18 

o f  my chosen  ca ree r .   A f te r  t h ree  and a  qua r te r  19 

years  o f  Wor ld  War  I I  overseas  du ty  in  the  A i r  20 

Fo rce ,  my mind  was  no t  o r i en ted  towards  s tud y ing  21 

and wr i t ing  up  cases  wh ich  I  a t tempted  when  I  re -22 

en ro l l ed  i n  NYU Law's  n igh t  courses .   I  cou ld  no t  23 

dup l ica te  my  in tens i ve  concen t ra t i on  and  l i b ra ry  24 

research ,  wh ich  I  was  happ i l y  engaged in  24 - hours  25 
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a  day ,  t o  the  exc lus ion  o f  soc ia l  ac t i v i t y ,  2 

du r ing  my 1940/41 day t ime a t tendance  a t  NYU  Law 3 

Schoo l .   I ns tead ,  I  was  compe l led  to  j o in  t he  4 

fami ly  pan ts  manufac tu r ing  bus iness ,  es tab l i shed  5 

by  my grandfa the r  in  1902.   Fo r  the  pas t  25  6 

years ,  I  have  been  do ing  consu l t ing  work  as  a  so -7 

ca l l ed  guru  w i th  67  years  exper ience  in  the  8 

ga rmen t  indus t r y .   On the  o the r  hand ,  my  w i fe  o f  9 

63  yea rs  has  a lways  sa id  tha t  I  neve r  neede d  to  10 

comp le te  l aw  schoo l  no r  take  the  Bar  Exam b ecause 11 

she has  neve r  won an  a rgumen t .  12 

 I  want  to  pa r t i cu la r ly  t hank  Sara  Rub in ,  13 

the  Ass i s tan t  Dean  fo r  S tuden ts  and A lumni  a t  14 

NYU's  Law Schoo l  f o r  persona l l y  tak ing  t ime  f rom 15 

he r  busy  schedu le  to  p resent  th i s  t reasu red  16 

ce r t i f i ca te  to  me in  recogn i t i on  o f  my  one and  17 

th ree-quar te r  years  a t tendance  a t  NYU Law S choo l  18 

du r ing  the  1940 /41  and  o f  my  Wor ld  War  I I  A i r  19 

Fo rce  se rv ice .   Th is  recogn i t i on  c loses  the  book  20 

on  my l i fe 's  deep des i re  to  be  par t  o f  t he  l ega l  21 

p ro fess ion ,  and  hope fu l l y  i t  w i l l  s t reng the n  my 22 

ab i l i t y  to  w in  more  arguments  w i th  my w i fe .  23 

 I n  summat ion ,  I  want  to  dec la re  and 24 

emphas ize  tha t  desp i te  the  enormous and neg a t i ve  25 
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contempora ry  changes  tak ing  p lace  in  our  so c ie ty ,  2 

i t  i s  hear tened  to  know and to  w i tness  tha t  there  3 

a re  s t i l l  o rgan iza t i ons  and ind i v idua ls ,  su ch as  4 

those in  a t tendance he re  today ,  who deep ly  care  5 

and take  ac t ion  to  cor rec t  pe rsona l  in jus t i c es .  6 

 Thank you f rom the  dep ths  o f  my hear t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Don ' t  go  away .   8 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r ,  t h rough  you ,  jus t  one  qu es t ion  9 

i f  I  cou ld .  10 

 F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  I  want  to  congra tu la te  you  11 

fo r  a l l  you ' ve  accompl ished.   I t ' s  t ru ly  12 

i nsp i r ing .   However ,  I  wonder  i f  we asked y our  13 

w i fe  i f  you  i n  fac t  won the  a rguments  a l l  a long,  14 

i f  she  wou ld  ag ree .   She  sa id  she wou ld .   B oy ,  15 

she ' s  so  k ind  to  you .   You  mar r i ed  a  rea l  - -  you  16 

know - -  you mar r ied  a  w inner  the re .  17 

 The o the r  th ing ,  t oo ,  cou ld  y ou share  18 

w i th  us  your  l i f e ' s  exper ience ,  in  par t  w i t h  us ,  19 

j us t  some p iece  o f  w isdom tha t  has  car r i ed  you  20 

th rough your  l i f e  and kept  you  go ing ,  desp i te  the  21 

ups  and downs ,  and  th rough  the  War .   Do you  have  22 

jus t  one  p iece  o f  adv i ce  o r  p iece  o f  w isdom  tha t  23 

you cou ld  sha re  w i th  us?  24 

 MR.  KRAMER:    We l l ,  there  are  many  25 
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aspects  and many  face ts  o f  t ha t  ques t i on  2 

requ i r ing  answers .  3 

 Ac tua l l y ,  you  know,  my  l i f e ' s  d i rec t ion  4 

was rea l l y  pa r t  o f  my upbr ing ing .   My pa ren ts  5 

were  g rea t  pa ren ts .   They  taught  me a  grea t  dea l  6 

to  fo l low.   I ' l l  g ive  you an  examp le .   When  we  7 

were  i n  Nor th  A f r i ca ,  we  were  there  fo r  qu i te  a  8 

wh i l e ,  i n  my  ou t f i t  the  guys  came f rom a l l  ove r  9 

the  Un i ted  S ta tes .   There  were  very  few f ro m New 10 

York .   I  was  the  on ly  Jew in  the  ou t f i t  o f  263  11 

men.   Some came f rom Minneso ta ,  f rom Iowa,  f rom 12 

Idaho,  a l l  over  the  p lace .   Fo r tunate l y ,  we  were  13 

toge ther  th ree  and  a  ha l f  yea rs ,  wh ich  we ' r e  14 

bosom pa ls .   So  jus t  t o  g i ve  you  an  ind i ca t i on  15 

abou t  how th i s  upb r ing ing  is  impor tan t .   Wh en 16 

these guys  went  to  town to  d r i nk  beer  and to  mess  17 

a round ,  I  was  w i th  them,  bu t  I  d idn ' t  go  to  mess  18 

a round  because I  had  the  image  o f  my  fo l ks  the re  19 

who taught  me  o the rw ise .   So  i t  shows you h ow 20 

impor tan t  upb r ing ing  i s .   P lus  the  fac t  tha t  you  21 

have  to  be  fo r tuna te  enough to  mar ry  an  22 

i nd i v idua l  who i s  s imi la r l y  o r ien ted  and  wh o  23 

keeps th ings  go ing ,  in  te rms  o f  mak ing  sure  tha t  24 

your  hea l th  i s  i n  good  o rder .   I  can ' t  ea t  t he  25 
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ma in  cou rse  a t  our  mea ls  un less  I  ea t  the  2 

vege tab les .   Th i s  i s  a  requ i rement .   And  we  don ' t  3 

have  Coca Co la  i n  ou r  house and ou r  k ids  do n ’ t  4 

d r ink  tha t  s tu f f .   So  I  th ink  a l l  o f  t ha t  a dds  up  5 

to  tha t .  6 

 As  fa r  as  my  work  is  concerned ,  I  was  7 

fo r tunate  enough  to  have  been  educated  in  t he  8 

ga rmen t  bus iness  f rom the  ground  up,  work in g  i n  9 

fac tor ies  fo r  a  wh i l e  and see ing  wha t ' s  go in g  on  10 

there ,  knowing how th ings  are  pu t  toge ther ,  and 11 

tha t  he lped me move fo rward  i n  tha t  f i e ld .   And I  12 

was in  my own  bus iness  fo r  37  years  and so  on  and 13 

so  fo r th .   I  hope tha t ' s  par t  o f  t he  answer .  14 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Tha t  i s  t e r r i f i c ,  15 

and a  ve ry  power fu l  answer  to  my  ques t ion .   Thank 16 

you.  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We ' re  go ing  to  s ta r t  18 

the  pub l ic  comment  por t i on  o f  the  meet ing .   We 19 

have  a  l o t  o f  speakers .   We have  a  ha l f  hou r  o f  20 

pub l ic  comment .   And  we ask  y ou to  p lease l i m i t  21 

your  remarks  to  th ree  minu tes  each .  22 

 F i rs t  speaker  i s  E l i zabe th  Go ld f rank .   23 

And I  apo log ize  a t  t he  ou tse t  i f  I  m isprono unce 24 

anybody ' s  name.   E l i zabe th  Go ld f rank .  25 
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 MS.  GOLDFRANK:   I  w i l l  be  ve ry  b r ie f  2 

because I  am no t  a  very  good  and  ex temporan eous 3 

speaker .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Excuse  me  one second .   5 

Shh.   Some o f  us  have to  hea r .   Go  ahead ,  m a 'am.  6 

 MS.  GOLDFRANK:    Thank  you .   I ' l l  be  very  7 

b r ie f  because  I  am not  a  very  good  ex tempor aneous 8 

speaker .   I  t hank  you fo r  inv i t i ng  me he re  th i s  9 

a f te rnoon.  10 

 I  have  been a  f r iend  and  I  have the  11 

deepes t  respec t  fo r  Tom Bruno  o f  t he  H icksv i l l e  12 

Boys  and  G i r l s  C lub .   As  the  D i rec to r  o f  th e  13 

H icksv i l le  Pub l i c  L ib rary ,  we ' ve  been in  14 

pa r tne rsh ip  fo r  the  tweens  and  teens  i n  our  15 

commun i t y  fo r  a  ve ry  l ong t im e ,  and I ' ve  see n,  16 

f i rs thand ove r  a  number  o f  yea rs ,  the  l i ves  tha t  17 

have  been be t te red  and  the  k ids  tha t  have g one  on 18 

to  do  wonder fu l  th ings  tha t  o the rw ise  might  no t  19 

have  had  those oppor tun i t i es  i f  Tom and the  20 

H icksv i l le  Boys  and Gi r l s  C lub  were  no t  the re .   21 

A lso ,  the  You th  Serv ices  Network  I  know mak es a  22 

d i f f e rence  fo r  a l l  t he  teenagers  i n  ou r  23 

commun i t y .   So  I  wou ld  ask  you  a t  th is  t ime  to  24 

p lease  cons ider  res tor ing  the  fund ing  fo r  t h is  25 
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wonder fu l  o rgan iza t i on  and  fo r  t he  You th  Se rv i ces  2 

Ne twork .  3 

 Thank you fo r  your  t ime.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you  ve ry  much.  5 

 Tom Bruno.   Tom Bruno.  6 

 MR.  BRUNO:    Good a f te rnoon.  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Good  a f te rnoon .  8 

 MR.  BRUNO:    I ' d  l i ke  a l l  the  young 9 

peop le  and  the  paren ts  who  a re  i n  the  aud ie nce  to  10 

p lease  s tand  up .   A l l  the  young peop le ,  a l l  the  11 

pa rents .    12 

 I  have  been work ing  in  th i s  f i e ld  o f  13 

human se rv ices  fo r  20-some-od d  yea rs  a t  the  14 

H icksv i l le  Boys  and Gi r l s  C lub .   The  serv ic es  15 

tha t  a re  p rov ided by  these  agenc ies  cannot  end .   16 

I  know a l l  o f  you  w i l l  do  a l l  tha t  you  poss i b l y  17 

can to  ensure  tha t  t hese  serv i ces  do  con t in ue.  I  18 

u rge  you  a l l  to  do  wha teve r  you need  to  do  to  19 

make  th i s  work .   We cannot  tu rn  ou r  backs  o n  a l l  20 

these k ids .  21 

 We had  a  ra l l y  ou ts ide  today .   We pu l l ed  22 

tha t  ra l l y  o f f  i n  less  than one week .   23 

Un fo r tunate l y ,  we cou ld  have  had  many,  many  more  24 

k ids  the re  w i th  us  today ,  bu t  the  k ids  have  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  23 Full Legislature – 6-18-12 

schoo l .   We d id  b r ing  k ids  w i th  us .   We pro mised  2 

tha t  we weren ' t  go ing  to  take  anybody ou t  o f  3 

schoo l  t oday ,  because tha t  i s  a  p r io r i t y .   Bu t  4 

the  se rv ices  tha t  these prog rams  in  Nassau County  5 

do  p rov ide  to  these k ids  need  to  con t inue.   They  6 

need  you r  suppor t .   They  need  ou r  suppor t .   I t ' s  7 

no t  fo r  me .   I t ' s  fo r  them.  8 

 Thank you ve ry  much.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .   Thank 10 

you,  Tom.  11 

 Pa t  Boy le .  12 

 MR.  BOYLE:    H i .   We l l ,  we ' re  he re .   And  13 

we ' re  he re  w i th  everybody e l se  beh ind  us  be cause  14 

we  a re  s topp ing .   Our  p rog rams  a re  s topp ing .   15 

Summer  p rograms  are  s topp ing .   Counse l ing  i s  16 

s topp ing .   Work  w i th  p roba t ion  c l i en ts  i s  17 

s topp ing .   Work  w i th  the  po l i ce  depar tment  i s  18 

s topp ing .   We don ' t  have  the  money  to  be  ab le  to  19 

do  i t  anymore .   And the  reason  we don ' t  hav e  the  20 

money to  be  ab le  to  do  i t  anymore  is  no t  be cause  21 

o f  t h i s  f i nge r  po in t ing  tha t  goes  back  and fo r th  22 

a l l  the  t ime .   I ’m  sor ry .  23 

 You know tha t  I ' ve  come up  he re  and I  24 

respec t fu l l y  speak  w i th  each  one  o f  you eac h  25 
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chance  I  ge t  an  oppor tun i t y  to  do  i t .   Bu t  r igh t  2 

now,  I 'm  d ismayed and I 'm hu r t ,  and I 'm hur t  f o r  3 

the  peop le  who a re  beh ind  me .   I 'm  hur t  fo r  the  4 

250 k ids  i n  E lmont  a lone  tha t  a re  no t  go ing  to  5 

have  a  summer  p rog ram th is  yea r .   What  a re  t hose  6 

pa rents  go ing  to  do?   What  a re  we go ing  to  do?  7 

 Now,  when I  ask  tha t  k ind  o f  ques t ion ,  I  8 

say  to  myse l f  I 'm go ing  to  l ook  fo r  an  answ er .   9 

I 'm no t  go ing  to  say  i t ' s  th i s  one 's  fau l t  o r  10 

tha t  one 's  fau l t .   I 'm  go ing  to  look  fo r  an  11 

answer .   Answers  a re  the  on ly  way fo r  us  to  ge t  12 

th rough th is  r i gh t  now,  and i f  we don ' t  s ta r t  13 

coming  up  w i th  answers ,  ch i l d ren  a re  go ing  to  be  14 

hu r t .   Fami l i es  a re  go ing  to  be  hu r t .    15 

 L i s ten .   I 'm  a  soc ia l  worker .   I  cou ld  16 

make  more  money  dr iv ing  a  bus  in  the  E lmont  17 

Schoo l  D is t r i c t .   The bo t tom l ine  is  t h i s  i s n ' t  -18 

-  thanks .   The  bo t tom l i ne  ab out  th i s  no t  ab ou t  19 

me .   I t ’ s  no t  abou t  me  a t  a l l .  I t ' s  abou t  t he  250 20 

k ids  who  a re  go ing  to  be  on  the  s t ree t ,  and  the  21 

800 k ids  i n  a f te r - schoo l  p rog rams who are  go ing  22 

to  be  on  the  s t ree t ,  and  the  tens  o f  t housa nds  o f  23 

ch i l d ren  who  cou ld  be  pos i t i ve ly  a f fec ted  b y  the  24 

p rog rams  tha t  we  p rov ide  tha t  won ' t  be  ab le  to  25 
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ge t  tha t  now.    2 

 Be l i eve  me .   I f  th is  goes  on  too  much 3 

l onger ,  agenc ies  a re  go ing  to  comp le te ly  c l ose .   4 

Do  you  know wha t  i t ' s  l i ke  to  t r y  to  open a  5 

bus iness  once  i t ' s  been c losed?  Any  o f  you  who 6 

do  i t  know.    7 

 We 've  go t  to  ge t  t h i s  done .   We have  to  8 

ge t  i t  done now.   We have to  s top  he  wen t  t ha t -a -9 

way,  and  s ta r t  t a l k ing  about  wha t  you ' re  go ing  to  10 

do  r igh t  now to  make  i t  change .  11 

 Thank you.  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you ,  Pat .  13 

 James Carver .  14 

 MR.  CARVER:    A l though  I  have  Glen  15 

C iccone w i th  me  f rom the  DAI  and  the  SOA,  w e ' re  16 

j us t  go ing  to  make  one  jo in t  s ta tement ,  and  th is  17 

has  to  do  about  the  bond ing  fo r  tax  ce r t s .  18 

 As  eve rybody  knows ,  a  vo te  w i l l  be  taken  19 

to  bond fo r  t he  tax  ce r t s .   We a re  ask ing  e ach  20 

leg i s la to r  t o  vo te  i n  favo r  o f  t h i s  bond ing ,  21 

wh ich  is  a  v i ta l  par t  o f  t he  fou r -year  mu l t i -yea r  22 

p lan  wh ich  was approved by  N IFA.   Fa i l ing  t o  do  23 

so  w i l l  cause  the  coun ty  to  u se  o the r  opera t ing  24 

fund ing  wh ich  i n  tu rn  w i l l  r esu l t  in  the  fu r ther  25 
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dec ima t ion  o f  v i ta l  se rv ices  p rov ided he re  i n  2 

Nassau  County ,  as  we  jus t  hea rd  Pa t  Boy le  t a lk  3 

abou t  i t .   The po l i ce  depar tment ,  we 've  a l r eady  4 

known,  has  had i t s  f a i r  share  o f  cu ts .   And  we  5 

cannot  a f fo rd  to  have any  o f  t hese  cu ts .   T hese 6 

k ids ,  i f  you  cu t  you th  p rograms they ' re  go i ng  to  7 

become our  respons ib i l i t y  a t  one  po in t  and tha t ' s  8 

no t  good  fo r  anybody .  9 

 Obv ious l y ,  t he  u tmos t  concern  tha t  we 10 

have  i s  pub l i c  sa fe ty .   We 've  seen  leg is la t i on  11 

pass  tha t ' s  c losed  fou r  p rec inc ts  and to  fu r ther  12 

dec ima te  the  se rv i ces  i f  bond ing  i sn ' t  appr oved 13 

i s  go ing  to  be  very  cos t ly  t o  the  youth  and  to  14 

the  c i t i zens  o f  th is  County .  15 

 To  ho ld  up  th is  bond ing  fo r  po l i t i ca l  16 

reasons wou ld  be  i r respons ib le  and  a  d isserv ice  17 

to  the  res idents  o f  th is  Coun ty .   The PBA,  a long  18 

w i th  the  SOA and  DAI ,  have  had  p roduc t ive  t a lks  19 

w i th  the  coun ty  towards  reso lv ing  the  labor  20 

sav ings  tha t  a re  i nc luded in  the  budge t .   W e  have 21 

a  work fo rce  tha t  i s  demora l i zed  wh i l e  the  b a t t le  22 

over  bond ing  con t inues .   We c annot  l e t  po l i t i cs  23 

i n te r fe re  w i th  the  sus ta inab i l i t y  o f  t h i s  C oun ty .   24 

Aga in ,  t h i s  p lan  was  approved  by  N IFA,  and no t  25 
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vo t i ng  i n  favor  o f  t h i s  bond ing  is  i r respon s ib le  2 

a t  a  t ime when coopera t i on  i s  needed  the  mo s t .   3 

We need to  have  the  po l i t i cs  ou t  o f  th is ,  a nd we  4 

need  to  ge t  t oge ther  and  we need  to  work  to gethe r  5 

and so lve  th i s  togethe r .  6 

 Labor  i s  here ,  w i l l i ng  to  do  i t s  sha re .   7 

Bu t  we  canno t  do  i t s  sha re  un t i l  t he  bond in g  i s  8 

done  and  we can  go  fo rward .   Thank  you .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  want  to  thank  you,  10 

Mr .  Carver .   We 've  been l i s ten ing  to  the  11 

speakers .   And le t  me jus t  say  fo r  t he  reco rd ,  12 

wh i l e  a l l  o f  you  a re  here ,  t ha t  th is  a rgume n t  13 

w i th  the  bond ing  has  been go ing  back  and  fo r th  14 

and been  go ing  on  fo r  many  mon ths  now.   The re  is  15 

d i sagreement  be tween  the  Repub l i cans  and  th e  16 

Democra ts ,  t he  Major i t y  and the  Mino r i ty ,  o n  17 

whethe r  o r  no t  t hese  bonds  shou ld  be  passed .    18 

 As  eve rybody  in  the  aud ience  shou ld  know,  19 

i t  t akes  13  vo tes  to  pass  a  bond .   We s tand  he re  20 

w i th  ten ,  and  Leg is la to r  Dunne  w i l l  be  j o in ing  us  21 

i n  about  20  m inu tes ,  t ha t  w i l l  g ive  us  ten  vo tes  22 

to  app rove  the  necessa ry  bond ing  to  ensu re  tha t  23 

your  p rogram 's  fund ing ,  wh ich  fo r tunate l y  o r  24 

un fo r tunate l y ,  i s  cons idered  d isc re t iona ry  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  28 Full Legislature – 6-18-12 

fund ing .   We wan t  to  ensure  tha t  you r  fund i ng  2 

cont inues  un in te r rup ted .   Bu t  in  o rder  to  do  3 

tha t ,  we  need  to  p ick  up  a t  l eas t  th ree  vo t es  4 

f rom the  o the r  s ide  to  ge t  t he  13  vo tes  to  bond.   5 

I f  t he  o ther  s ide  w ishes  to  do  tha t ,  I  s tan d  6 

ready  to  pu t  a l l  t he  bond ing  on  today  by  7 

emergency .   We ' l l  pu t  i t  a l l  on  by  emergency .   8 

We ' l l  pass  i t  t oday .   And eve rybody w i l l  go  home 9 

secu re  i n  the  know ledge tha t  t he  fund ing  fo r  10 

the i r  p rog rams w i l l  con t inue .  11 

 We have a  $41  m i l l ion  bond  tha t  i s  go ing  12 

to  go  th rough  the  Ru les  Commi t tee ,  hopefu l l y ,  13 

th is  a f te rnoon a f te r  t he  Leg is la tu re  conc lu des .   14 

That  $41  m i l l ion  i s  the  money  tha t  i s  neces sary  15 

to  pay  tax  ce r t i o rar is  tha t  have  been conve r ted  16 

i n to  j udgmen ts .   Those  judgmen ts  a re  go ing  to  17 

come here  and  under  the  law they  mus t  be  pa id .   18 

That  $41  m i l l ion  bond is  go ing  to  go  th roug h  the  19 

Ru les  Commi t tee  today .   We ' re  go ing  to  have  a  20 

l as t -d i t ch  e f fo r t  he re  to  ge t  everybody on  the  21 

same page and  to  go  fo rward .   And nex t  Mond ay,  22 

when  our  commi t tees  are  schedu led  to  mee t ,  we 23 

w i l l  be  ho ld ing  a  spec ia l  mee t ing  o f  t he  24 

Leg is la tu re  to  cons ide r  one i t em,  wh ich  is  t ha t  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  29 Full Legislature – 6-18-12 

$41 mi l l ion  bond .   I f  we  pass  tha t  bond,  we  can 2 

cont inue  to  go  fo rward .   I f  we  don ' t ,  you 'v e  3 

a l ready  rece ived  le t te rs  tha t  ind i ca te  what  the  4 

consequences  w i l l  be .  5 

 Leg is la to r  Ab rahams.  6 

 MR.  CARVER:    Mr .  Schmi t t ,  t o  fo l l ow  up 7 

on  tha t .   We ' re  ask ing  eve ry  l eg is la to r  to  v o te  8 

fo r  th is ,  to  suppor t  t h i s .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  unders tand .  10 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    F i r s t ,  I  want  to  11 

thank  you,  J immy,  fo r  coming  down today .  12 

 MR.  CARVER:    You ' re  we lcome.  13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    And  to  make  sure  14 

tha t  our  pos i t i on  is  s ta ted  and is  very  c lea r .  15 

 I  was  prepared to  bas i ca l l y  - -  and  I  am 16 

s t i l l  p repared.   I  wan t  to  be  ab le  to  l i s te n  to  17 

the  fo lks  who  came down he re  today .   So I  a sk  my  18 

s ide  to  no t  rea l l y  engage in  the  back  and t he  19 

fo r th ,  because I  know tha t ' s  wha t  bas i ca l l y  th is  20 

l eg i s la tu re  i s  sub jec ted  to .   Thank you.   B u t  I 'm 21 

no t  rea l l y  do ing  i t  fo r  tha t .   We honest ly  had  a  22 

d i scuss ion  abou t  tha t  in  the  back .  23 

 Bu t  to  ta l k  abou t  what 's  be ing  d iscussed ,  24 

l e t  me  lay  i t  ou t  p re t ty  c lea r ly .   One .   Yo u  25 
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a l ready  had tha t  p ro tec t ion .   The red  l i gh t  2 

camera  fund passed  in  2009  was  a  revenue  s t ream,  3 

a  revenue s t ream agreed to  no t  j us t  by  th is  4 

l eg i s la tu re  bu t  by  the  county  execut ive  whe n  he 5 

se rved  th i s  l eg i s la tu re ,  wh ich  gave you the  ve ry  6 

p ro tec t i on  tha t  we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  g i v ing  b ack  7 

to  you .   Now,  I  don ' t  know about  you ,  bu t  I  can  8 

speak fo r  th i s  s ide  o f  t he  a i s le .   I  cou ldn ' t  9 

t rus t  anybody  who is  go ing  to  repea l  someth ing  10 

when  the  coun ty ' s  in  fu r ther  t roub le  - -  beca use 11 

i f  you  read the  head l i nes ,  t h i s  coun ty  has  an  12 

upward  de f ic i t  o f  $400  m i l l io n  i n  the  ou t  ye ars .   13 

How do  you  know they ' re  no t  go ing  to  repea l  i t  14 

aga in?   How do you  no t  know tha t  we w i l l  be  back  15 

a t  t h i s  ve ry  same inc ident?  16 

 Number  two .   The  county  execu t ive  was 17 

supposed  to  demons t ra te  $150  m i l l i on  i n  sav ings .   18 

One hundred and  s i x t y ,  even be t te r ,  in  sav i ngs .   19 

To  da te ,  math  i s  a l l  ove r  the  p lace .   Bu t  h e  i s  20 

e i ther  be tween 90 and 120;  accord ing  to  h im  be ing  21 

120,  accord ing  to  NIFA,  he 's  a t  90 .   So he  hasn ' t  22 

demons t ra ted  the  sav ings .   I  men t ion  tha t  b ecause 23 

N IFA - -  the  Nassau  In te r im  F inance  Autho r i t y ,  the  24 

cont ro l  board  tha t  ove rsees  the  Coun ty 's  25 
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f i nances ,  has  i n tegra ted  on  mu l t ip le  occas i ons  2 

tha t  t hey  w i l l  no t  bond or  app rove  bond ing  fo r  3 

th is  l eg is la tu re ,  fo r  the  coun ty ,  un t i l  the y  see  4 

tha t  sav ings .   Tha t ' s  no t  jus t  me mak ing  th a t  up .   5 

You can read  i t .   Newsday  has  repo r ted  i t .   I t ' s  6 

been  repor ted  mu l t ip le  t imes .  Go  to  the i r  7 

meet ings .   They  have  sa id  tha t  mu l t i p le  t im es.  8 

 Las t  and  de f in i t e l y  no t  leas t ,  t h i s  9 

coun ty  budge t ,  $2 .7  b i l l i on ,  t oday  the  coun ty  10 

execut ive ,  because  he ' s  p lay ing  po l i t i ca l  g ames,  11 

has  ou t l ined  $8  mi l l ion ,  wh ich  the  repub l ic an  12 

ma jo r i t y ' s  go ing  to  go  a long  w i th ,  o f  cu ts  to  13 

you.   Th is  coun ty  needs over  300  to  $400  mi l l i on  14 

i n  sav ings .   Bu t  t hey ' ve  on ly  iden t i f i ed  e i gh t  15 

m i l l ion .   Because they  know tha t  t he  mos t  16 

vu lnerab le  peop le  in  th i s  coun ty  w i l l  come out  t o  17 

t r y  to  pu t  p ressure  on  our  s ide  o f  t he  a is l e .   18 

They  won ' t  demonst ra te  the  res t  o f  t he  cu ts ,  19 

because you know why?  He won ' t ,  because  he  can ' t  20 

do  i t .   The coun ty  execu t i ve  has  m ismanaged  th is  21 

coun ty  budge t  to  the  tune o f  $126 mi l l ion ,  a nd  22 

the  sa la ry  l i ne ' s  been  ove rspent ,  to  the  tu ne o f  23 

$10 mi l l ion  tha t ' s  be ing  ou t  t he re  i n  regar ds  to  24 

ou ts ide  pe rsona l  serv i ces  con t rac ts .   Th is  county  25 
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has  been  m ismanaged.   And now,  because  he 's  2 

t r y ing  to  ge t  someth ing  fo r  $41 mi l l ion ,  he ' s  3 

pu t t ing  you in to  the  f ray .   I ' l l  t e l l  you  w hat ,  4 

fo lks .   You ' re  go ing  to  be  pu t  i n to  the  f ra y  no t  5 

j us t  t oday ,  bu t  when  the  budge t  t ime  comes la te r  6 

on  th i s  year ,  and then  nex t  year ,  and then the  7 

year  a f te r  t ha t ,  and  you  w i l l  a lways  be  in  the  8 

f ray  un t i l  t he  county  ge ts  the  ab i l i t y  t o  b ond  9 

i t s  way ou t  o f  t h i s  p rob lem.   Bu t  I  can  te l l  you  10 

- -  and  we 've  ta l ked to  the  f i nanc ia l  mon i to r s  in  11 

the  coun ty .   The  county  canno t  bond i t s  way  ou t  12 

o f  t h i s  p rob lem.   I t ' s  j us t  imposs ib le .  13 

 So  we ' re  ask ing ,  i f  you  rea l l y  wan t  to  14 

take  a  s t rong  pos i t i on  and  favor ing  v iew ,  r epea l  15 

I t em 164-12,  wh ich  i s  the  i te m tha t  bas i ca l l y  16 

took  away the  red  l i gh t  camera  fund f rom yo u .   17 

That 's  t he  bes t  way you can demons t ra te  - -  t ha t  18 

i s  t he  bes t  way  you can demons t ra te  to  thes e  19 

peop le  tha t  you ' re  w i l l i ng  to  take  them out  o f  20 

the  f ray  fo r  yea rs  to  come.   Because  a l l  yo u ' re  21 

do ing  is ,  by  bond ing  fo r  $41  m i l l i on ,  i s  g i v ing  22 

you jus t  ano the r  day  to  l i ve .   And  maybe  an o ther  23 

day  to  l i ve  i s  sa t is fac tory ,  bu t  t ha t  o ther  day  24 

to  l i ve  can come a t  an  exp i ra t ion  because,  as  I  25 
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sa id  be fore ,  NIFA wi l l  no t  go  a long w i th  an y  2 

add i t i ona l  bo r rowing .   Tha t  day  o f  exp i ra t i on  can 3 

come in  a  week.  4 

 So ,  f rom tha t  s tandpo in t  i t  i s  very  5 

c lea r ;  repea l  t he  law tha t  wen t  in to  e f fec t ,  164 -6 

12 ,  wh ich  takes  away  you r  fund  and  you r  7 

des ignated  revenue  s t ream.   That  was  someth ing  8 

tha t  was  agreed  to  no t  j us t  by  us ,  no t  j us t  by  9 

the  repub l icans ,  i t  was  done  b ipar t i san ly .   10 

N ine teen  to  zero  vo ted  fo r  t ha t  fund  in  200 9 .   We 11 

had a  democra t i c  county  execu t ive  a t  t ha t  t ime .   12 

Bu t  th is  i s  no t  abou t  democra ts  and repub l i c ans ,  13 

because we  saw cu ts  under  Gu lo t ta ,  we saw c u ts  14 

under  Suozz i .   So  tha t ' s  no t  about  repub l ic ans  15 

and democra ts .  16 

 You become the  po l i t i ca l  pawns  when tha t  17 

fund  and  tha t  des ignated  revenue  s t ream is  no t  18 

there ;  t ha t ' s  t he  fac t .   So ,  i f  you  want  to  ta lk  19 

abou t  good  ges tu res ,  you  wan t  to  ta l k  about  what  20 

nex t  s teps  can be  done ,  le t ' s  pu t  tha t  on  t he  21 

p la te  f i rs t  and  then  we ' l l  t a l k  abou t  what  can  be  22 

done .    23 

 I  thank  you aga in  fo r  coming  down,  guys .   24 

I  apprec ia te  i t  ve ry  much.  25 
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 MR.  CARVER:    Kevan.   Kevan,  I  t h ink  2 

everybody ' s  us ing  i t  as  a  po l i t i ca l  pawn  he re .   3 

We canno t  do  a  dea l  w i th  the  county  to  ge t  t he  4 

o the r  sav ings  un t i l  you  do  the  bond ing .   So  th is  5 

goes  back  and  fo r th  he re .  6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Why?  Why?  7 

 MR.  CARVER:    Because tha t ' s  - -  w i thou t  8 

go ing  in to  ta lks  tha t  a re  ta l ks  beh ind  c los ed 9 

doors  w i th  va r ious  d i f fe ren t  agenc ies  and 10 

gove rnment  and independent  au tho r i t i es ,  tha t ' s  11 

what  we ' re  be ing  to ld ,  t he  bond ing  mus t  be  done.  12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    By  who?   Are  you 13 

ta lk ing  abou t  by  us?  14 

 MR.  CARVER:    I  th ink  tha t ' s  beh ind  15 

c losed  doors  we ' l l  have tha t  d iscuss ion .  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    You ' re  ta lk ing  17 

abou t  the  admin i s t ra t i on .  18 

 FEMALE VOICE:    Why can ' t  we  b r ing  i t  19 

be fo re  open doors?  20 

 MR.  CARVER:    Because there ' s  21 

nego t ia t ions ,  t ha t ' s  why .   And  the re 's  22 

nego t ia t ions  beh ind  c losed  doors  and  tha t ' s  where  23 

they ' l l  s tay .  24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    A l r igh t .  25 
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 MR.  CARVER:    And tha t ' s  f rom labo r  2 

cos ts .  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Somehow,  someway 4 

those nego t ia t i ons ,  those ta l ks  need  to  be  5 

b rough t  to  l i gh t .    6 

 MR.  CARVER:    They  w i l l  be  b rought  to  7 

l i gh t  when  there 's  bond ing  done.   That 's  wh a t  the  8 

bo t tom l ine  i s ,  Kevan.  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Okay .   Thank you.  10 

 MR.  CARVER:    You ' re  we lcome.  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford .  12 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Thank  you  very  much ,  13 

J immy,  fo r  coming up  here .  14 

 I  ag ree - -  Pete r  can  I  say  wha t  I  sa id  to  15 

you?  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Of  cou rse .  17 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Leg is la to r  Ab rahams,  I  18 

am hear tened ,  to  a  cer ta in  deg ree,  by  your  19 

comments .   And I  t h ink  tha t  you ' re  r igh t ,  t ha t  we 20 

need  to  so r t  o f  t r y  to  work  toge ther  on  som eth ing  21 

l i ke  th i s  and  we  d id  work  in  the  pas t .  22 

 Jus t  t o  le t  you  know,  I ' ve  wr i t t en  N IFA 23 

myse l f  i n  regard  to  th is  bond ing ,  to  a l l ow us  the  24 

42  m i l l i on ,  i f  we can ' t  ge t  i t  t h rough  the  1 3  25 
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vo tes .   I ' ve  me t  w i th  s ta te  sena to rs .   I 'm go ing  2 

to  be  wr i t ing  up  to  Andrew Cuomo,  ou r  gover nor ,  3 

i n  the  hopes  o f  t r y ing  to  he lp  a l l ev ia te  th i s  4 

s i tua t ion ,  because  i t  i s  a  bad ,  bad s i tua t i on  5 

where  we  a re  r i gh t  now.  6 

 Fo r  me ,  I  th ink  the  dea l  i s  i f  we can - -  7 

Leg is la to r  Ab rahams,  i f  you  t ru l y  mean  tha t  you 8 

wou ld  vo te  fo r  and  you  wou ld  suppor t  t he  bo nd ing  9 

o f  t he  42  mi l l i on ,  con t ingen t  upon  the  fac t  tha t  10 

we  w i l l  repea l  t h i s  leg i s la t i on  and res tore  the  11 

red  l i gh t  fund ing  back  to  these youth  agenc ies ,  I  12 

th ink  tha t  t h is  s ide  w i l l  vo te  fo r  i t .   So  I  13 

th ink  tha t  maybe  togethe r  we  can  - -  and I  a sk  the  14 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  i f  we can ge t  the  13  vo te s  to  15 

pass  the  bond ing ,  w i l l  you  then immedia te ly  ca l l  16 

and a l low us  to  vo te  to  repea l  t he  l aw  tha t  we  17 

passed  two  weeks  ago?  18 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Thank  you .   Can  you  19 

p lease  say  i t  so  tha t  everybody can hear  i t ?  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    As  I  i nd i ca ted  21 

be fo re ,  we  s tand  ready  to  pu t  the  bond ing  22 

necessary  on  the  ca lendar  by  emergency ,  we ' l l  do  23 

i t  t oday .   We can do  i t  today ,  and  then we can  24 

f i n i sh  eve ry th ing  up  w i th  an  emergency  25 
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dec la ra t ion  o f  13  vo tes .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Repea l  164 -12.  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We can  do  tha t  t oday .   4 

The po in t  o f  the  mat te r  i s  t h i s :   Leg is la to r  5 

Abrahams po in ts  ou t  tha t  N IFA  has  sa id  to  t he  6 

coun ty  execu t ive ,  you ' ve  on ly  cu t ,  l i ke  i t ' s  on l y  7 

a  smal l  dea l ,  he 's  on l y  cu t  be tween 90  and $100 8 

m i l l ion  ou t  o f  t he  county  budget ,  and he  ne eds  to  9 

ge t  to  160  be fo re  they ' l l  a l l ow h im to  bond .   As  10 

a  resu l t  o f  t ha t ,  i t ' s  necessa ry  to  take  a l l  11 

d i sc re t i onary  funds  tha t  a re  ava i l ab le  i n  t he  12 

coun ty  and  pu t  t hem toge ther  i n  a  poo l  t o  p ay  the  13 

tax  ce r t io ra r i  j udgmen ts .   I f  those judgmen ts  h i t  14 

and the  money  i s  no t  t he re  to  pay  fo r  i t ,  t hey  15 

w i l l  a t tach  coun ty  accounts  and i t  wou ld  re su l t  16 

i n  d is rup t ion  o f  pay ro l l s ,  i t  cou ld  resu l t  i n  the  17 

d i s rup t i on  o f  pu rchase  o f  po l i ce  cars ,  o r  a ny  18 

aspect  o f  th i s  county .   I t  canno t  and w i l l  no t  be  19 

a l lowed to  happen.  20 

 We need to  accumula te  a l l  o f  t he  21 

d i sc re t i onary  spend ing  tha t  un fo r tunate l y  t he  22 

fund ing  f rom the  red  l igh t  cameras  i s  inc lud ed  in  23 

tha t  packe t .   I t  a l l  goes  away ,  and i t ' s  no t  24 

po l i t i cs .   25 
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 Fo r  ten  years  the  repub l ican  m inor i t y  2 

approved  the  bond ing  necessa ry  to  keep  th is  3 

coun ty  runn ing .   For  ten  s t ra igh t  years .   E ven  4 

a f te r  the  then-democra t i c  ma j o r i t y  re fused t o  5 

cons ider  our  p roposa ls  to  f i x  the  broken  6 

assessment  sys tem,  we s t i l l  p rov ided  the  vo tes  7 

necessary  to  keep th is  county  runn ing .   We ' re  in  8 

the  same exac t  pos i t ion  today .   We need the  9 

b ipa r t i san  suppor t  o f  the  leg i s la tu re  to  do  the  10 

respons ib le ,  no t  t he  obs t ruc t i on is t  th ing ,  t o  11 

keep  th i s  county  runn ing ,  and  then  we can f i gh t  12 

abou t  the  de ta i l s  a f te rwards .   But  t h i s  i s  13 

se r ious  bus iness  and  we ' re  no t  go ing  to  per m i t  14 

the  f i nances  o f  th is  county  to  be  pu t  in to  tha t  15 

k ind  o f  jeopardy .   And  we need  eve rybody 's  16 

suppor t  and eve rybody ' s  he lp .  17 

 I  wou ld  suggest  to  you  tha t  i f  you  wan t  18 

to  con t inue w i th  the  p rograms  - -  and  tha t  se ems 19 

to  be  what  I 'm get t i ng  f rom the  speakers .   Pat  20 

Boy le  was ve ry  e loquen t ,  no t  t h i s  way,  j us t  ge t  21 

i t  done.   To  ge t  i t  done  we need  13 vo tes ,  and  22 

then  i t  w i l l  be  done .   So I  c a l l  on  the  mino r i ty  23 

to  j o in  w i th  us .   We have ten  vo tes ;  we nee d  24 

th ree  more  and then we  can  take  ca re  o f  bus iness .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I f  I  may,  and  th i s  2 

i s  wha t  I  fea red .   I f  I  may,  and  th i s  i s  wh a t  I  3 

feared .  4 

 Las t  week,  my  co l l eagues  to  the  r i gh t  5 

keep  po in t ing  ou t  the  fac t  o f  th is  $41  m i l l i on  6 

and au thor iza t i on  and bond ing  tha t  t hey  nee d .   7 

We l l ,  las t  week  the  coun ty  wen t  to  the  mark e t  fo r  8 

an t i c ipa ted  bond ing  tha t  we ' re  ge t t i ng  read y  to  9 

do .   And  w i th in  tha t  f inanc ia l  s ta tement  the y ' ve  10 

a l ready  ind i ca ted  - -  t hey  have  to  ind i ca te  a l l  o f  11 

the  au thor ized by  un issued  - -  and I  know I 'm  12 

ta lk ing  f i nances .   And  I  know i f  you ' re  no t  13 

fami l i a r  w i th  f i nances ,  i t  m igh t  no t  be  eas y  fo r  14 

you to  fo l low .  15 

 A l l  o f  t he  au tho r i zed by  un issued debt ,  16 

wh ich  means bas i ca l l y  a l l  o f  t he  bond ing  th a t  the  17 

coun ty  a l ready  gave the  au tho r iza t ion ,  t he  18 

l eg i s la tu re  a l ready  prov ided  the  au tho r i za t i on ,  19 

they  had  to  p rov ide  a  s ta temen t  o f  how much  tha t  20 

accumu la ted .   We l l ,  acco rd ing  to  the  f inanc ia l  21 

s ta temen t  tha t  was  pu t  t ogethe r  by  the  22 

admin i s t ra t i on ,  the  Mangano admin i s t ra t i on ,  $196  23 

m i l l ion  is  a l ready  au tho r i zed  by  un issued.   24 

That 's  t he  same au thor iza t ion  tha t  we wou ld  go  25 
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fo r  wh ich  is  - -  I 'm so r ry ,  le t  me add a l so  f o r  2 

tax  ce r t s ,  f o r  t h i s  ve ry  same pu rpose tha t  we ' re  3 

ta lk ing  abou t  today .   They  pu t  t h i s  s ta teme n t  4 

ou t .   $196  m i l l i on .   Okay?   So  the  fac t  tha t  t hey  5 

pu t  a  s ta tement  ou t  a l ready  i nd i ca t i ng  tha t  the  6 

au thor iza t ion 's  there ,  t h i s  i s  wha t  they ' re  7 

p resen t ing  to  f i nanc ia l  marke ts ,  I  don ' t  se e  why  8 

th is  l eg is la tu re  i s  even  en te r ta in ing  $41 m i l l ion  9 

i f  you ' re  a l ready  say ing  tha t  196 mi l l ion  i s  10 

there  fo r  p roper ty  tax  re funds  and  o ther  ju dgmen t  11 

and se t t lemen ts .   You pu t  th i s  i n  the  recor d  - -  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Mr .  Schmi t t ,  I  d id  14 

no t  in te r rup t  you when  you  spoke .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Go  r igh t  ahead .  16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    And  you  pu t  t h i s  17 

s ta temen t  ou t ,  mean ing  the  Mangano  18 

admin i s t ra t i on .   Th i s  i s  a  s ta tement  tha t  c ame 19 

ou t  on  June 7 ,  2012.   So  wha t  a re  we  ta l k in g  20 

abou t  he re?  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I ' l l  exp l a in  wha t  22 

we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  he re  when  you ' re  done.  23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    So the  fac t  24 

rema ins  tha t  the re  i s  tons  o f  au thor ized  bu t  25 
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un issued  deb t  tha t  j us t  s i ts  and  l inge rs  ou t  2 

there ,  wh ich  they  c la im is  ou t  t he re .   So w h ich  3 

one is  i t ;  do  you need  the  money  o r  don ' t  y ou?   4 

Based on  th i s ,  t h i s  ind i ca tes  tha t  you  don ’ t .   5 

And th is  i s  t he  prob lem tha t  we ' re  hav ing ,  i s  6 

tha t  bas ic ,  bas i c  answers  to  re la t i ve  ques t ions  7 

tha t  we have  a lways  asked in  the  pas t ,  we g e t  8 

these w ish -washy  answers ,  wh ich  I 'm no t  surp r i sed  9 

by  because  obv ious ly  we have  a  county  tha t ' s  10 

be ing  mismanaged .   But  t he  fac t  rema ins  $19 6  11 

m i l l ion  - -  and  we can en te r  t h is  i n to  the  re co rd .   12 

I f  we had the  ab i l i t y ,  I ' d  make cop ies  and show 13 

i t  t o  everybody .   $196  m i l l i on  au tho r i zed by  14 

un issued .   That ' s  the  same mechan ism tha t  t hey ' re  15 

ta lk ing  abou t  today  fo r  $41 m i l l ion .   So  wh ich  16 

one is  i t?   I 'm  su re  you ' l l  f i l l  i n  the  gap s .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Are  you f i n i shed?  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Yes ,  I  am.  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    As  you  shou ld  know,  20 

i f  you  read the  newspapers ,  t here  is  $196 m i l l ion  21 

i n  bond ing  au tho r i za t i on  tha t  was au thor ize d  in  22 

the  pas t  and  no t  used.   Ma t te r  o f  fac t ,  fo r mer -23 

Coun ty  Execu t ive  Suozz i  found  a  ve ry  s im i la r  24 

au thor iza t ion  and was ab le  to  tap  in to  i t  t o  pay  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  42 Full Legislature – 6-18-12 

tax  ce r t io ra r i s ,  wh ich  i s  why  the  bo r row ings  fo r  2 

tax  ce r t s  in  2009 and 2010  were  sharp l y  3 

d imin i shed  over  what  they  had  been  yea rs  be fore .   4 

So  the  Mangano admin is t ra t ion  has  loca ted  t h is  5 

$196  m i l l i on  in  au thor iza t ion ,  and  w ishes  t o  tap  6 

i n to  i t ,  wh ich  wou ld  be  a  pruden t  f i nanc ia l  th ing  7 

to  do ,  i n  o rder  to  pay  these  tax  cer ts  and leave  8 

these peop le  a lone  and  le t  us  ge t  on  w i th  t he  9 

o the r  bus iness  o f  s t ra igh ten ing  ou t  th is  co unty .   10 

Bu t  the  Nassau In te r im  F inance  Autho r i ty  i s  11 

chang ing  the  ru les ,  hav ing  a l l owed  to  Suozz i  t o  12 

do  i t ,  t hey  now say  to  Mangano  you  can ' t  do  i t  13 

un less  we ge t  a  sense o f  t he  l eg is la tu re  14 

reso lu t i on  wh ich  takes  13  vo tes  and tha t  pu ts  the  15 

mess  r igh t  back  on  you r  doors tep .   We can g o  one  16 

way or  we can  go  ano ther .  17 

 The s i tua t ion  tha t  we have  he re  is  t he  18 

$196  m i l l i on  is  ou t  there  bu t  we  need the  s ense 19 

o f  t he  l eg is la tu re ,  so  to  speak,  reso lu t ion  in  20 

o rde r  to  a l l ow N IFA to  tap  i n to  i t .   And  in  the  21 

i n te r im,  j us t  l i ke  when you don ' t  pay  your  22 

mor tgage  o r  you r  c red i t  ca rd  b i l l s ,  in  the  23 

i n te r im these  judgments  a re  sw i r l i ng  a round  ou t  24 

there  and are  go ing  to  s ta r t  h i t t i ng  home a nd 25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  43 Full Legislature – 6-18-12 

they  mus t  and  w i l l  be  pa id .   So tha t ' s  t he  $41  2 

m i l l ion  au tho r i za t ion ,  t o  take  care  o f  t he  3 

immedia te  prob lem tha t  i s  on  the  hor izon  no t  nex t  4 

year ,  no t  nex t  mon th ,  now.   And th is  i s  the  las t  5 

week  tha t  we  have in  o rder  to  dea l  w i th  th i s  6 

p rob lem.   And  we ' re  go ing  to  go  fo rward  in  tha t  7 

fash ion .  8 

 Look .   You ' l l  make  you r  cho ice .   The  9 

m ino r i ty  has  i t s  vo tes .   You ' l l  make  you r  c ho ice .   10 

Next  Monday you  w i l l  e i t he r  vo te  fo r  t h i s  s tu f f  11 

o r  you ' l l  vo te  aga ins t  i t ,  and  then the  ch ip s  12 

w i l l  s ta r t  t o  fa l l  where  the  ch ips  fa l l  and  tha t  13 

w i l l  be  the  end  o f  t ha t .   Tha t 's  where  we a re .  14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Jus t  i f  I  can .  15 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I ' d  l i ke  to  speak .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ho ld  on .   We have a  17 

l i s t  here .  18 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    And  I  wa s  on  the  19 

l i s t .   You  have  spoken .  I  was  supposed  to  s peak 20 

a f te r  you.  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    P lease ,  Mr .  Becker ,  22 

we ' re  runn ing  ou t  o f  t ime a l ready .   We w i l l  ge t  23 

to  i t .   Leg is la to r  Abrahams,  f in ish  your  24 

s ta temen t ,  and then I 'm go ing  to  go  to  Leg i s la to r  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  44 Full Legislature – 6-18-12 

Becker .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you .   Jus t  3 

aga in ,  as  I  sa id  be fore ,  t hese  a re  the  bas i c  4 

ques t i ons  to  bas ic  answers .   We 've  been ask ing  5 

th is  s tu f f  t o  the  admin i s t ra t i on  fo r  qu i te  some 6 

t ime .   Jus t  t o  add  more  to  the  tab le .    7 

 I n  the  same o f f i c i a l  s ta temen t  tha t  came 8 

ou t ,  i n  pa rag raph th ree  o f  t he  fund ba lance  9 

po l i cy ,  the  coun ty 's  unreserved fund  ba lanc e  i s  10 

to ta led  a t  $91.1  m i l l i on .   Sounds l i ke  tha t ' s  11 

more  than enough  money  to  hand le  any th ing  t ha t  12 

you guys  a re  ta l k ing  about ,  i n  te rms  o f  be in g  13 

cu t .  14 

 Look .   The  bo t tom l i ne  i s  ve ry  s imp le  fo r  15 

us .   You  shou ld  no t  be  here .   Youth  board  16 

agenc ies  bas i ca l l y  made the  sacr i f i ce  when you  17 

went  to  A lbany  to  be  ab le  to  ge t  red  l igh t  camera  18 

funds  fo r  you rse lves  as  we l l  as  fo r  the  19 

commun i t ies  and  popu la t i ons  you represen t .   The 20 

fac t  t ha t  you  a re  cont inua l l y  made  po l i t i ca l  21 

pawns so  tha t  whoever  the  coun ty  execu t i ve  i s  22 

ge ts  the i r  po l i t i ca l  sa t is fac t ion  is  w rong.   I t ' s  23 

wrong.   And fo r  anybody to  t r y  to  say  do  th e  24 

bond ing  f i rs t ,  do  the  bond ing  f i rs t  and the n  25 
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we ' l l  ta lk  abou t  a l l  t hese  se r ious  i ssues ,  I  2 

th ink  we 'd  be  wa lk ing  away  f rom ou r  3 

respons ib i l i t ies .    4 

 The fac t  i s  very  c lear ,  ve ry  c lear .   You  5 

w i l l  be  r i gh t  back  here  nex t  week be fo re  NI FA 6 

w i l l  do  ou r  j ob  fo r  us .   And  I  go t  t o  te l l  you .   7 

I  d idn ' t  ge t  e lec ted  by  the  fo lks  who k ind l y  8 

e lec ted  me  to  the  F i rs t  Leg is la t i ve  D is t r i c t  t o  9 

have  somebody  e l se  do  my  job  when I  shou ld  be  10 

do ing  i t  myse l f .   F rom tha t  s tandpo in t ,  as  I  11 

i den t i f i ed  be fo re  - -  and  th i s  i s  wha t  we  ca n ' t  12 

ge t  answers  to .   91 .1  mi l l ion  is  a l ready  be i ng  13 

ta lked  about  tha t ' s  un rese rved  fund ba lance .   196 14 

m i l l ion  is  au tho r i zed by  un issued debt ,  the  ve ry  15 

same t ype o f  deb t  tha t  t he  repub l i can  ma jor i t y  16 

wou ld  l i ke  us  to  do  today  fo r  anothe r  $41 17 

m i l l ion ,  f o r  wha teve r  pa r t i cu la r  reason.  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Becke r .  19 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I  have to  say  I ' ve  20 

been  here  s ince  the  beg inn ing ,  and  I  have t o  say  21 

tha t  never  be fo re  have  I  rea l l y  - -  i t  a lmos t  22 

makes me  s ick  coming  here ,  phys i ca l l y  in  ma ny 23 

ways ,  because  o f  t he  g rea t  f ea r  tha t  I  have  tha t  24 

i f  t he  p lug  i s  pu l led  on  our  you th  board  an d  the  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  46 Full Legislature – 6-18-12 

o the r  agenc ies ,  tha t  t he re 's  go ing  to  be  gr ea t  2 

su f fe r ing  ou t  t here .  3 

 Leg is la to r  Ab rahams,  I  respec t  you  4 

g rea t l y  and I  t h ink  you know tha t .   Bu t  i t ' s  no t  5 

fa i r  you  to  pu l l  i n  th is  m ismanagement  nons ense.   6 

I t ' s  j us t  wrong ;  I  see  you  sa y ing  i t  i n  the  7 

paper .  8 

 I ’m jus t  go ing  to  repeat  th i s ,  and  I  9 

d idn ' t  wan t  to  eve r  aga in .   Wh i le  you fo lks  were  10 

i n  the  major i t y  and Suozz i  was  the  county  11 

execut ive ,  you fo l ks  pu t  us  i n to  a  $310 mi l l ion  12 

de f i c i t .   A l so ,  in  add i t ion  to  tha t ,  you  bon ded 13 

$100  m i l l i on  a  yea r  to  the  tune o f  about  a  14 

b i l l i on  do l l a rs ,  wh ich  i s  g rea t l y  - -  and  th i s  i s  15 

no t  even t  d i spu tab le  - -  wh ich  is  g rea t ly  why  16 

we ' re  faced w i th  the  c r i s i s  we  a re  today .   But  I  17 

don ' t  th ink  tha t  we shou ld  be  th rowing  barb s  o r  18 

pu t t ing  each  o ther  down a t  t h i s  pa r t i cu la r  po in t .  19 

I  jus t  wan t  to  rem ind you o f  t ha t .   And I  r emind  20 

you o f  t ha t  t o  say ,  come on.    21 

 These agenc ies ,  these young peop le  - -  I  22 

was a t  Pat ' s  agency  in  E lmon t  and I  saw a l l  these 23 

young k ids  i n  an  a f te r -schoo l  p rog ram.   You ' d  24 

th ink  there ' s  j us t  a  handfu l  o f  them?  Ther e 's  25 
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no t  a  hand fu l  o f  t hem.   There  are  hundreds  o f  2 

them.   And  these  k ids  need  these  par t i cu la r  3 

p rog rams .  4 

 Many  peop le  know tha t  I 'm a  pe rson  o f  5 

fa i t h .   Of  a l l  t he  th ings  we  can  f igh t  abou t  and  6 

shou ld  f igh t  about ,  th is  rea l l y  i sn ' t  one o f  7 

them.   I  wou ld  rea l l y  - -  I  p ray  abou t  th is  8 

cons is ten t ly  each and every  n igh t ,  t ha t  the re  9 

w i l l  - -  somehow God 's  p resence  w i l l  be  among  us  10 

and in  th i s  aud ience  and  to  somehow pu t  as i de ,  11 

Leg is la to r  Ab rahams,  l e t ' s  pu t  as ide  our  12 

d i f f e rences .  13 

 You want  to  know someth ing?  I  don ' t  14 

rea l l y  benef i t  much by  the  you th  p rograms a nd 15 

some o f  the  o the r  p rog rams ;  I  don ' t .   Bu t  I  ca re  16 

abou t  them and I  know my  repub l i can  co l l eag ues ,  17 

and I  know each  and every  one  o f  you  do ,  ca re  18 

abou t  these young peop le .   Wha t  a re  they  go ing  to  19 

do  dur ing  the  summer?  They ,  more  than  anyb ody ,  20 

need  the  he lp .    21 

 So  le t ' s  b r i ng  God  in to  the  aud ience  here  22 

j us t  f o r  a  moment ,  and  le t ' s  p ray  abou t  th i s  and  23 

make  sure  tha t  we ' re  do ing  the  r igh t  t h ing .   Wai t  24 

a  minu te .  25 
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 Th is  i s  one th ing ,  Leg is la to r  Jacobs  - -  2 

wa i t  a  m inu te .   Th is  i s  one t ime ,  more  than  any  3 

o the r  t ime ,  tha t  we rea l l y  need to  pu t  as id e  4 

whatever  the  po l i t i cs  i s ,  whe the r  i t  be  5 

red i s t r i c t ing  o r  who  wan ts  to  run  fo r  count y  6 

execut ive  or  wha teve r  e l se  happens .   The re  i s  no  7 

ques t ion  tha t  i f  you  don ' t  bond th is ,  as  th e  PBA 8 

p res iden t  sa id ,  J im,  and  I 'm  thank fu l  fo r  h i s  9 

p resence  here  today .   I f  we don ' t  bond  i t ,  t ha t  10 

41  m i l l i on ,  i f  i t ' s  no t  tha t  41  mi l l ion ,  i t ' s  11 

anothe r .   Peop le  wear  b race le ts ,  wha t  wou ld  Jesus  12 

do ,  so r t  o f  t h ing .  13 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Excuse me .  14 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Mrs .  Jacobs ,  I 'm 15 

jus t  say ing  to  you  - -  wa i t  a  m inu te .   I  don ' t  16 

know why  you ' re  in te r rup t i ng  me,  because  I ' m  17 

be ing  ve ry  s ince re  about  th i s .   You th ink  wh at  18 

I 'm say ing  i s  r i d i cu lous ,  tha t  God 's  p resen ce 19 

shou ld  be  he re  among  us ,  t ha t  we  shou ld  do  the  20 

r i gh t  th ing  fo r  the  peop le?   I ’m  jus t  say in g  to  21 

you - -  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  wou ld  apprec ia te  23 

l eg i s la to rs  no t  sn ip ing  a t  each o the r .  24 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    F ina l l y ,  Mr .  25 
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Abrahams,  the  k ids  on  these p rog rams  benef i t  i n  2 

your  d is t r i c t  more  than any .   Rea l ly ,  a t  th i s  3 

pa r t i cu la r  po in t  I 'd  do  any th ing  to  make  su re  4 

tha t  t h i s  wou ldn ' t  happen,  ag ree ing  w i th  my  5 

co l l eague he re  tha t  i f  we cou ld  pass  th i s  b ond ing  6 

to  immed ia te ly  reverse  the  re d  l igh t  camera  th ing  7 

and move  fo rward .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you ,  Mr .  9 

Becker .  10 

 Leg is la to r  Fo rd  and then  we ' l l  hopefu l l y  11 

move  on.  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    In  2009 when  we 13 

faced a  c r is i s ,  we  gave you the  red  l i gh t  c amera  14 

money so  tha t  you were  nond isc re t i onary ;  th a t ' s  15 

how we  hand led  the  c r i s i s  then .   I t ' s  un for tunate  16 

tha t  i n  a  c r i s i s  now tha t  - -  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    you ' re  the  f i r s t  19 

one be ing  h i t .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg .   Okay .   21 

Leg is la to r  Fo rd .   22 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Once aga in ,  I  appea l  23 

to  the  o ther  s ide .   Leg is la to r  Abrahams,  yo u  had  24 

sa id  i n  your  open ing  remarks  tha t  you wou ld  vo te  25 
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fo r  the  bond ing  i f  we wou ld  reve rse  - -  we 'd  2 

repea l .   I t  was  my  unders tand ing  tha t  i f  we  wou ld  3 

repea l  - -  4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  sa id  i f  you  wan t  5 

to  show a  genu ine  ac t ,  i n  te rms o f  wha t  we can  do  6 

today  - -  I 'm  so r ry  to  in te r rup t  you,  Leg is l a to r  7 

Fo rd ,  bu t  I  j us t  wan t  to  cor rec t  t he  record  - -  8 

you cou ld  s ta r t  w i th  you r  repea l ,  the  law t ha t  9 

repea led  164-12 ,  wh ich  repea led  the  red  l ig h t  10 

camera  fund.   You cou ld  un - re pea l  o r  repea l  tha t  11 

l aw,  tha t  wou ld  be  the  f i r s t  genu ine  ac t .   F rank  12 

cou ld  check  i t  f o r  t he  record .  13 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I  unders tand.   Bu t  I  14 

rea l l y  t h ink ,  t hough ,  in  today 's  s i t ua t i on  - -  and 15 

I  unders tand .   I 'm  no t  d im in i sh ing  you r  conc erns  16 

abou t  the  budge t ,  abou t  a  lo t  o f  o ther  i ssu es  17 

above and beyond  wha t  we ' re  fac ing  here  tod ay .   I  18 

do  ac tua l l y  sha re  some o f  you r  concerns  as  we l l ,  19 

w i th  the  fund  ba lance,  w i th  every th ing  e lse .   Bu t  20 

I  a l so  be l ieve  tha t  today  i t ' s  very  c r i t i ca l  t ha t  21 

i f  we can a t  leas t  come toge ther  on  th is ,  p ass  22 

th is  bond ing  today  so  tha t  t hese  agenc ies  c an 23 

cont inue ,  summer  camps  can  go  on .   Once aga in ,  I  24 

re i t e ra te  the  fac t  t ha t  I  w i l l  s i t  down - -  a nd  I  25 
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th ink  tha t  pe rhaps  once aga in  i t ' s  t ime tha t  some 2 

o f  us ,  f rom both  s ides  o f  th i s  a is le ,  s i t  3 

toge ther  and  s ta r t  d iscuss ing  what  can  we d o  to  4 

move  th i s  county  a long  in  a  much  bet te r  f i s ca l  5 

s i tua t ion ,  and a t  leas t  pu t  t h is  to  res t .  6 

 We have,  and  we  a l l  know tha t  w i th  the  7 

j udgments  and  w i th  the  tax  ce r ts  tha t  we  are  8 

go ing  to  have  to  pay  th i s  money to  these  9 

res idents .   And  I 'm su re  tha t  you have  rece ived 10 

phone ca l l s ,  l i ke  I  have ,  f rom peop le  in  my  11 

d i s t r i c t  t ha t  a re  owed  th i s  money f rom las t  year  12 

and they  wan t  the i r  money.   They  have gone to  13 

cour t .   We  have  to  pay  i t .   S o  l e t ' s  a t  leas t  14 

se t t le  on  th i s  today  and  then  work  together ,  15 

because,  as  you  sa id ,  there ' s  abou t  a  hundr ed 16 

m i l l ion  more  coming down the  road.   We don ' t  know 17 

what  e lse  is  go ing  to  happen  w i th  the  budge t .   18 

Bu t  le t ' s  ge t  t h is  ou t  o f  the  way,  and  then  a t  19 

l eas t  we  know tha t  t hey ' re  sa fe .   Our  summe r  20 

p rog rams  a re  sa fe ,  our  you th  agenc ies ,  our  21 

sen iors  agenc ies  w i l l  s t i l l  be  ab le  to  oper a te ,  22 

and le t ' s  a l l  t r y  to  work  toge ther  to  come 23 

toge ther  w i th  a  be t te r  consensus .   And  we c ou ld  24 

bo th  s imu l taneous ly ,  as  we  vo te  fo r  the  bond ing ,  25 
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we ' l l  vo te  to  repea l  t he  l aw ,  and I  th ink  t hen  we 2 

cou ld  a t  l eas t  send these peop le  home.   Le t ' s  3 

take  the  po l i t i cs  ou t  o f  i t  and le t ' s  a l l  w o rk  4 

toge ther  w i thou t  a  po l i t i ca l  agenda.  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   I ' d  l i ke  to  6 

ca l l  Jon  Johnson  f rom E lmont .  7 

 MR.  JOHNSON:    He l lo .   Good a f te rnoon.   8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Good  a f te rnoon .  9 

 MR.  JOHNSON:    Once aga in  I 'm  s tand ing  10 

he re .   I  d id  th i s  in  February .   I ' ve  been i n  th i s  11 

coun ty  fo r  16  years  and I  had  neve r  been  he re .   12 

Now,  come Februa ry  I  was  here  and I 'm back  h ere  13 

now in  June.   And I  can ' t  unders tand  i t .   H ow do  14 

you p lay  po l i t i ca l  chess  w i th  ch i l d ren?  Ho w do 15 

you do  tha t?   You ta lk  about  you r  ca re ,  bu t  the  16 

on ly  th ing  I  keep hear ing  is  t he  back  and f o r th ,  17 

the  back  and  fo r th .   You  go t ta  ge t  i t  done.   The  18 

youth  prog rams a re  su f fe r i ng  and  i t ' s  in  yo u r  19 

hands to  f i x  i t ,  wha teve r  you  have  to  do .  20 

 B ipa r t i sansh ip  means  coming toge ther  and  21 

unders tand ing .   There ' s  a  g rea te r  good  -  the  22 

k ids .   Tha t ' s  where  the  good  s tands  a t .   Yo u  23 

cannot  l eave  ou t ta  here  and r ea l i ze  - -  my c h i l d ,  24 

r i gh t  now,  they  have  800  k ids  in  an  a f te r -sc hoo l  25 
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p rog ram.   I f  those  doors  c lose ,  what  a re  yo u  2 

go ing  to  do  w i th  those  800  k ids?   And I  kee p  3 

hear ing  tha t  I  care .   I f  you  care ,  do  somet h ing .   4 

S tand up .   Pu t  l e f t  and r i gh t  to  the  s ide ,  a nd  5 

th ink  abou t  the  midd le ,  the  k ids .   You  pu t  t he  6 

k ids  i n  the  m idd le .   How can  you  do  tha t  as  7 

adu l ts?  8 

 We jus t  ce leb ra ted  Fathe r ' s  Day.   How can 9 

you s i t  there  and then  say  you ' re  ca r ing  ab out  10 

the  k ids  because  you ' re  tak ing  the  p rogram f rom 11 

them?  Tha t ' s  r i d i cu lous .   We  d id  no t  come h ere  12 

fo r  th is .   We  d id  no t  go  i n to  tha t  boo th  an d  vo te  13 

yes  fo r  th is  bu l l sh i t .    14 

 I 'm te l l ing  you  r i gh t  now,  th i s  needs to  15 

s top .   The  accountab i l i t y  fa l l s  on  y 'a l l .   The  16 

accoun tab i l i t y  f a l l s  on  you to  ge t  i t  done.   17 

 These peop le  are  tak ing  t ime  o f f  f rom 18 

work .   They  have  come he re .   They  took  k ids  ou t  19 

o f  schoo l .   And  I 'm s i t t ing  he re  watch ing  y 'a l l  20 

no t  even  pay ing  a t ten t ion  to  ha l f  the  speak ers .   21 

Th is  i s  r i d i cu lous .  22 

 When  w i l l  y ' a l l  rea l i ze  th is  county  i s  23 

go ing  down?  And  unt i l  l eader sh ip  changes,  i t ' s  24 

go ing  to  keep  go ing  down  because  you  can ' t  come 25 
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toge ther .   Th is  i s  a  b ig  i ssue .   And ,  yes ,  Mr .  2 

Becker ,  I 'm s ick  and  t i r ed  o f  coming  here .   Le t ' s  3 

f i x  th is ,  the  way i t  has  to  ge t  done ,  howev er  you 4 

have  to  f i gu re  i t  ou t .   Ge t  i t  i n  b lack  and  wh i te  5 

tha t  you  w i l l  r epea l .   Get  i t  in  b lack  and wh i te  6 

and then  ho ld  them to  i t .   I f  the  bond ing 's  go t ta  7 

happen ,  make  i t  happen .   I t  m igh t  be  a  s top - gap 8 

s i tua t ion .   But  there ' s  a  lo t  o f  paren ts  ou t  here  9 

tha t  need tha t  s top-gap.   Wha t  a re  we go ing  to  do  10 

w i th  k ids  i f  you  don ' t  have an  a f te r -schoo l  11 

p rog ram fo r  t hem and  we have  to  work  to  l i v e  i n  12 

th is  h igh-ass  coun ty?   Te l l  me  tha t .   Te l l  m e 13 

tha t .   Answer  tha t  ques t ion .  14 

 When  you  wa lk  back  i n  those chambers  15 

p lease  rea l i ze  these  peop le  came here  today  fo r  16 

an  answer ,  no t  t he  back-and- f o r th  chess  p lay ing .   17 

You a l l  a re  g rea t  chess  p laye rs ,  I  go t  t ha t .   Bu t  18 

somebody  go t ta  say  checkmate  and  somebody g o t ta  19 

say  le t ' s  p lay  i t  aga in  la te r ,  no t  now.  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you ,  Mr .  21 

Johnson.  22 

 Ted Levy .   And  then we ' re  go i ng  to  b reak  23 

to  do  the  leg is la t i ve  ca lendar .   Ted  Levy .  24 

 MR.  LEVY:     Good a f te rnoon.  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Good  a f te rnoon .  2 

 MR.  LEVY:    I ' ve  been he re  to  address  the  3 

l eg i s la tu re  maybe 20  t imes  ove r  the  las t  ma ny 4 

years ,  and  v i r t ua l l y  eve ry  t i me I ' ve  been he re  5 

i t ' s  t o  u rge  my  coun ty  no t  t o  cu t  youth  pro g rams ,  6 

wh ich  ind i ca tes  how many  t imes  my coun ty  ha s  7 

p roposed  to  cu t  youth  prog rams .  8 

 You see,  t he  County  Sewer  and  Storm Wate r  9 

Au thor i t y  was  supposed  to  ensu re  our  fund in g ,  and 10 

then  the  red  l i gh t  camera  prog ram was suppo sed  to  11 

p ro tec t  us ,  and  then  the re  was  the  res t ruc t u r ing  12 

o f  t he  Wal -Mar t  se t t lement  fu nds  tha t  had to  be  13 

used  to  fund  ou r  p rograms.   Recent ly ,  we  ne eded 14 

more  red  l igh t  camera  money,  and  then we  ne eded a  15 

su rcha rge on  the  new red  l igh t  camera  money  to  be  16 

used  to  fund  you th  p rograms,  and  now we nee d  17 

bo r row ing .   B roken  p romise  a f te r  b roken pro mise  18 

made  by  Nassau County  to  coun ty  youth  and c oun ty  19 

youth  prog rams.   Now we ' re  be ing  to ld  we ' re  20 

b reak ing  the  o ld  p romise ,  bu t  i f  you  do  cer ta in  21 

th ings  we wan t  you  to  do ,  we ' l l  make  a  new 22 

p romise .  23 

 When  the  coun ty  b roke the  mos t  recen t  24 

commi tment  by  e l im ina t ing  the  spec ia l  red  l i gh t  25 
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camera  fund and  c los ing  a l l  coun ty  you th  2 

p rog rams ,  i t  sank  to  a  new low .   But  t he re ' s  been 3 

a  buzz  among  county  res idents .   I t  appears  t o  be  4 

j us t  about  unan imous ly .   A lmos t  every  pe rso n ,  5 

every  o rgan iza t i on ,  every  newspaper  tha t  ha s  6 

expressed an  op in ion  has  sa id  the  coun ty  i s  wrong 7 

to  use  you th  programs as  pawns ,  and the  cou n ty  i s  8 

wrong to  now c lose  these  p rog rams.   That  mak es  me 9 

p roud o f  t he  county  res idents .   They  know t he  10 

d i f f e rence  be tween  r igh t  and  wrong .   I  am n o t  11 

p roud o f  my coun ty  governmen t .  12 

 Car ing  about  o thers ,  par t i cu la r l y  ou r  13 

youth ,  i s  no t  cont rove rs ia l  o r  complex ;  i t ' s  14 

s imp le  and  i t ' s  what  we do .   We are  a f te r -sc hoo l  15 

p rog rams ,  you th  counse l i ng  se rv i ces ,  p rogra ms fo r  16 

p regnant  teenagers ,  gang  p revent ion  prog ram s ,  17 

p rog rams  fo r  runaway  you th ,  youth  employmen t  18 

p rog rams ,  juven i le  j us t i ce  se rv i ces ,  ho t l in e  19 

se rv ices  fo r  you ths  contempla t ing  su ic ide ,  20 

mentor ing  se rv i ces ,  and much more .   Th i r ty -s even  21 

p rog rams  th roughou t  Nassau  County  funded  th rough  22 

the  Nassau  Coun ty  Of f i ce  o f  Youth  Serv ices .   We 23 

a re  in  Hemps tead ,  Un ionda le ,  and  F reepor t ,  and  in  24 

H icksv i l le ,  Massapequa ,  Lev i t t own,  Woodmere ,  25 
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Be l lmore ,  New Hyde  Park ,  and  Bethpage.   So t h i s  2 

game tha t  the  coun ty  has  cons tan t l y  p layed w i th  3 

us  has  to  - -  has  shu t  us  down .    4 

 We have been  in fo rmed by  cer t i f i ed  mai l  5 

tha t  our  con t rac ts  have been  cance l l ed  and our  6 

fund ing  has  been  te rmina ted .   Th is  means  we  7 

e i ther  have o r  very  soon  w i l l  g i ve  no t ice  to  our  8 

employees tha t  t he i r  emp loymen t  has  ended.   9 

Peop le  who  have  made  caree rs  i n  ou r  p rog ram s  10 

se rv ing  o the rs  and  those  who  have been  w i th  us  a  11 

shor te r  te rm has  been unceremonious l y  d i sca rded,  12 

and the  young  peop le  we se rve  are  le f t  t o  f end  13 

fo r  themse lves .  14 

 I f  any  o f  you  were  work ing  i n  ou r  15 

p rog rams  o r  served  our  p rograms,  you  wou ld  be  on  16 

th is  s ide  o f  the  room wi th  us ,  and  you  wou l d  be  17 

ou t raged  as  how you were  be ing  t rea ted .   Wh y  does  18 

tha t  change when  you  ge t  up  there?  19 

 How many  o f  you  are  go ing  to  say  you  20 

suppor t  ou r  p rog rams ,  and many  o f  you do .   But  a  21 

suppor te r  does  no t  s imp ly  say  I 'm a  suppor t e r ;  22 

i t ' s  ac t ing  l i ke  a  suppor te r  t ha t ' s  the  imp or tan t  23 

pa r t .   And  un fo r tuna te ly ,  tha t ' s  t he  par t  t ha t  24 

many  o f  you jus t  don ' t  ge t  r i gh t .   One  las t  25 
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po in t .  2 

 The Long  I s land  Cr is is  Cen te r  runs  a  24-3 

hour  c r i s i s  i n te rven t ion  ho t l i ne .   I n  2011,  the  4 

Cr is is  Cen te r  responded to  more  than  10 ,000  5 

ca l l e rs ,  11  percen t  o f  wh ich ,  a lmost  1 ,000 young  6 

peop le ,  repo r ted  some leve l  o f  su i c ide  i dea t ion .   7 

One thousand  peop le  ca l l ing  w i th  thoughts  o f  8 

su ic ide  to  the  ho t l i ne .   Le t ' s  j us t  ta lk  ab out  9 

one o f  t hose  ca l le rs .    10 

 Th is  i nd iv idua l  ca l l ed  and  was  depressed  11 

express ing  thoughts  o f  su i c ide ,  and a f te r  a  12 

somewhat  l eng thy  conversa t ion  she go t  o f f  t he  13 

phone fee l ing  a  l i t t le  be t te r  abou t  he rse l f  and 14 

abou t  l i fe .   Du r ing  the  ca l l  t he  counse lor  15 

encouraged  th is  young lady  to  seek  a  schoo l  16 

counse lo r  the  nex t  day ;  she d id  so ,  and now  a f te r  17 

some ongo ing  suppor t  and  counse l ing  he r  men ta l  18 

hea l th  i s  much improved.   Now tha t  t he  ho t l i ne  19 

has  been  c losed  by  the  county ,  I  w ish  I  cou ld  20 

show you  the  face  o f  j us t  one  young pe rson who  21 

w i l l  no t  have  the  ho t l ine  to  he lp  them.   I  wonder  22 

i f  t ha t  young  pe rson  w i l l  be  you r  ne ighbor  o r  a  23 

member  o f  you r  fam i l y .   Th is  i s  one s to ry  o f  24 

35 ,000  s to r i es  o f  ou r  p rog ram s  each year ,  as  we 25 
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se rve  35 ,000  young  peop le  th i s  yea r .   Bu t  t he  new 2 

35 ,000  s to r i es  we were  p lann ing  to  te l l  you  on  3 

the  upcoming  yea r  w i l l  no t  be  to ld  s ta r t ing  Ju ly  4 

6 .  5 

 Thank you.   6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  7 

 Mr .  Mu l l e r ,  we have been  jo ined by  8 

Leg is la to r  Dunne .   I  unders tand he 's  i n  the  back  9 

room.   He ' l l  be  coming  ou t  t o  answer  the  ro l l ,  t o  10 

vo te .   He is  he re  today  to  d i scharge  h is  11 

ob l i ga t i ons  as  a  l eg is la to r .   He  i s  s t i l l  v e ry  12 

sub jec t  to  i n fec t i on .   So I  wou ld  ask  you t o  go  13 

down  be low and c lear  tha t  who le  area  the re .   I  14 

don ' t  want  any  peop le  coming  in  up  here .   C lose  15 

tha t  doo r  so  he  doesn ' t  ge t  exposed to  i n fe c t i on .  16 

 And we ' re  go ing  to  go  to  the  l eg is la t i ve  17 

ca lendar .   I  ask  eve rybody  to  jus t  s tay  in  you r  18 

p lace .   We ' re  go ing  to  go  to  our  l eg is la t i v e  19 

ca lendar ,  wh ich  no t  take  a l l  t ha t  long ,  and  then  20 

we ' re  go ing  to  come back  and  l i s ten  to  each  and 21 

every  speaker  who is  remain ing .  22 

 Do  we have  to  - -  I  don ' t  have  to  ca l l  the  23 

ro l l  aga in .   We ' re  es tab l i shed ,  co r rec t?   O kay .  24 

 F i rs t  i t em we ' re  go ing  to  ca l l  i s  I t em 25 
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Number  1  - -  I 'm  so r ry  - -  I tem Number  28 ,  wh i ch  i s  2 

a  reso lu t i on  to  au thor ize  the  t rans fer  o f  3 

approp r ia t ions  here to fore  made  w i th in  the  b udget  4 

fo r  the  year  2011.  5 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 6 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  7 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  9 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  10 

 I s  somebody here  f rom the  budget  o f f i ce  11 

tha t ' s  go ing  to  speak to  th i s  i t em? 12 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Er ic  Naugh ton ,  Budge t  13 

D i rec tor .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    He l l o ,  Mr .  Naugh ton.   15 

We lcome.    16 

 MR.  MORONEY:    F rank  Moroney ,  Depu ty  17 

Compt ro l le r .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .   F rank  or  19 

E r ic ,  wou ld  you  te l l  us  what  th i s  i s ,  b r ie f l y?  20 

 MR.  MORONEY:    Th i s  i s  a  t rans fe r  o f  21 

funds  f rom d i f f e ren t  l ines  w i th in  the  budge t  to  22 

cove r  expenses in  o the r  l i nes  tha t  were  e i t her  23 

overspen t  o r  under  budge ted.   That 's  t he  es sence  24 

o f  wha t  we ' re  do ing .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Th is  i s  t o  a l l ow  the  2 

c los ing  o f  t he  2011 books?  3 

 MR.  MORONEY:    Cor rec t .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Naugh ton ,  do  you  5 

go t  any th ing  to  add?  6 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    No .   I  do  no t .   I 'm he re  7 

to  answer  any  ques t ions ,  i f  t here  are  any .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I s  t he re  any  debate  9 

o r  d iscuss ion  on  th i s  i t em? 10 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  have a  ques t ion .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Yes .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Cha i r  recogn izes  13 

Leg is la to r  Jacobs.  14 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Okay .   I  wou ld  l i ke  15 

to ,  number  one,  ask ,  t he  sou rce  o f  t he  $43. 1  16 

m i l l ion  tha t ' s  be ing  t rans fe r red  f rom TPVA in to  17 

the  t reasu re r ,  can  someone  p lease te l l  me w hat  18 

tha t  $43 .1  m i l l i on  i s?  19 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    There  was ex t ra  money 20 

s i t t ing  in  the  l ine  re la ted  to  o f f se t t ing  21 

expenses .   When  the  coun ty  assumed  tha t  the re  was 22 

go ing  to  be  ex t ra  revenue,  the re  was  a lso  a n  23 

o f fse t  i n  expense.   So ,  there fore ,  a t  the  y ear  24 

end the  ex t ra  expense money was s i t t ing  in  the  25 
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budget  and  became ava i lab le  fo r  the  t rans fe r .  2 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    So,  i n  o the r  words ,  3 

the  43 .1  m i l l ion  i s  no t  money  tha t ' s  be ing  4 

t rans fer red ,  i t  was  money tha t  was  be ing  5 

an t i c ipa ted  and  d idn ' t  happen .   What  a re  we  6 

t rans fer r i ng ,  t he  expense f ro m TPVA to  the  7 

t reasu re r ' s  o f f i ce?  8 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    In  the  yea r -e nd t rans fer  9 

you are  t rans fe r r i ng  l ines  o f  approp r ia t ion .   So  10 

where  one depar tment  may  have  a  su rp lus  fo r  an  11 

approp r ia t ion ,  you  move i t  t o  a  depar tment  where  12 

there  is  a  de f i c i t  i n  the  approp r ia t ion .  13 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    And  wha t  does  tha t  14 

do  s ince  i t ' s  no t  rea l  money?   To  me  i t ' s  l i ke  15 

voodoo  economics .   We ' re  no t  t a l k ing  money,  we ' re  16 

ta lk ing  jus t  an t ic ipa ted  money ,  an t i c ipa ted  17 

expenses .  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I f  I  may.   Wha t  th i s  does  19 

i s  i t  se ts  up  an  appropr ia t i on  o f  the  - -  an  20 

approp r ia t ion  l i ne  i n  the  2011  budge t .   The  2011  21 

budget  d id  no t  con ta in  any  budge ted l i ne  fo r  t he  22 

paymen t  o f  ce r t i o rar is .   So  what  th i s  does  i s  i t  23 

c rea tes  a  budge t  l ine  by  us ing  ano ther  budg e t  24 

l i ne  to  c rea te  i t  in  t he ,  I  suppose,  O f f i ce  o f  25 
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Assessment  where  i t  wou ld  be  pa id  f rom - -  o r  2 

charged to ,  ra ther  than pa id  fo r .  3 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Charged  to .   4 

Essent ia l l y ,  a l l  o f  th is  - -  I  love  be ing  a  5 

l ayperson up  he re ,  because  a l l  o f  th is  i s  t o ta l  6 

g ibber ish .   To  me,  a  t rans fe r  i s  X  number  o f  7 

do l l a rs  f rom he re ,  t rans fe r r i ng  i t  t o  X  num ber  o f  8 

do l l a rs  he re ,  because X d id  no t  use  i t  by  Y  needs 9 

i t .   Bu t  t ha t ' s  no t  what  th i s  i s  because  th e re  i s  10 

no  money  here .   Doub l i ng  the  number  o f  red  l igh t  11 

cameras  neve r  happened .   So what  a re  we ta l k ing  12 

abou t?   What  i s  Y  ge t t ing  tha t  X  rea l l y  has ?   13 

No th ing ,  j us t  a  l i ne  i n  a  budget  tha t  never  14 

happened .  15 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs,  t h i s  16 

i s  someth ing  tha t  happens eve ry  year  i n  yea r -end  17 

t rans fers .   When  the re 's  a  su rp lus  i n  X ,  th e  18 

money goes  to  Y ,  where  the re ' s  a  de f ic i t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    For  43  - -  I ' ve  20 

neve r ,  eve r  seen  a  $43  m i l l i on  t rans fe r  f ro m one  21 

depar tment  to  anothe r ,  i n  my  l i f e ,  w i thout  i t  22 

i nvo lv ing  ac tua l  money .   I  wan t  to  see  how th i s  23 

cou ld  read  to  any  no rmal  John  Q.  Pub l i c  ou t  24 

there ,  t ha t  we a re  t rans fe r r i ng  no th ing .   W e a re  25 
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rea l l y  t rans fer r ing  - -  I  sa id  X ,  you  say  Y,  so  X  2 

i s  go ing  to  g ive  Y  no th ing .   Tha t ' s  what  I  3 

be l i eve  I 'm read ing  he re .  4 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    We ' re  no t  c la iming  tha t  5 

we ' re  mov ing  cash.   We ' re  mov ing  appropr ia t i ons .  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    A re  we t rans fer r i ng  7 

th is  to  pay  the  tax  ce r t s?  8 

 MR.  MORONEY:    No.   What 's  go ing  to  9 

happen  i s  tha t  t h i s  w i l l  a l l ow  a  de f ic i t  fo r  t he  10 

2011  budge t  to  be  coun ted as  a  de f ic i t  f o r  t he  11 

pa r t i cu la r  reason tha t  i t  occu r red ,  and the n  i t  12 

w i l l  have to  be  pa id  i n  some fash ion  f rom 2 012  13 

money.  14 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    So le t  me  ask  you  15 

someth ing ,  se r ious ly .   Wou ld  you  ca l l  th is  16 

phan tom money?  Would  you say  then  tha t  you  17 

rea l l y  don ' t  need the  - -  i t ' s  amaz ing  every t h ing  18 

comes ou t  to  43  mi l l ion ,  by  the  way.   We nee d $43 19 

m i l l ion  to  bond .   We need 43  m i l l i on  here  t o  20 

t rans fer .   Wou ld  you  say  tha t  th is  i s  phant om 21 

money and tha t  wha t  we ' re  do ing  is  rea l l y  p u t t ing  22 

o f f  f rom 2011  and f i gu r ing  i n  2012  we ' l l  f i gure  23 

ou t  a  way to  f i nd  i t ?  24 

 MR.  MORONEY:    Unfor tuna te ly ,  we  have 25 
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these th ings  ca l led  accoun t ing  ru les ,  wh ich  are  2 

somet imes the  g ibber ish  tha t  you  re fe r red  t o .  3 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  have neve r  seen  4 

th is .  5 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I n  o rde r  to  have th is  6 

coun ted  in  the  2011 budget ,  we  have to  c rea t e  the  7 

approp r ia t ion  fo r  2011 .  8 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I  t hank  bo th  o f  you  9 

ve ry  much.   Mr .  Pres id ing  Of f i ce r ,  I 'd  l i ke  to  10 

ask  Maur ice  Cha lmers  to  come up,  p lease.  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Le t  us  f i n ish  w i th  12 

these two,  and then we ' l l  have  h im come up.   13 

Maur ice ,  a re  you  in  the  room here?   You get  ready  14 

to  come on  up .   Mr .  Denenberg  has  ques t ions  o f  - -  15 

who do  you  have  ques t ions  o f?   Mr .  Cha lmers  is  16 

go ing  to  come up  a f te r  we ' re  done w i th  thes e  two .   17 

 Go  ahead ,  Mr .  Denenberg .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So ,  a f te r  I  ask  19 

ques t ions  a t  some po in t  Leg is la to r  Jacobs w i l l  20 

have  ques t ions  - -  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Abso lu te l y .   We wi l l  22 

b r ing  up  Mr .  Cha lmers  and we  w i l l  a l l  have 23 

ques t ions .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  a f te r  25 
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Leg is la to r  Jacobs I ' d  l i ke  to  ask  Mr .  Cha lm ers  2 

ques t ions .  3 

 Fo r  these gen t lemen,  on  the  43  m i l l i on ,  4 

d idn ' t  we know ove r  s i x  months  ago  tha t  the  43  5 

m i l l ion ,  i f  t h i s  was  fo r  t he  second red  l ig h t  6 

camera  money ,  wasn ' t  coming in?  7 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  wasn ' t  here  s i x  months  8 

ago,  so  I  can ' t  speak  to  i t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  don ' t  have  an  10 

accoun t ing  degree,  bu t  I  knew in  December  2 011  11 

tha t  t h i s  $43  m i l l ion  pro jec ted  fo r  t ra f f i c  and 12 

pa rk ing  v io la t i ons  bureau wasn ' t  coming in .  13 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I f  t ha t  i s  t he  case,  I  14 

don ' t  know the  re levance  o f  t he  ques t ion .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Why a re  we  16 

t rans fer r i ng  i t  now,  some s i x  months  l a te r?   Why  17 

a re  we  c rea t i ng  th is  phantom t rans fe r  now,  s ix  18 

months  a f te r  the  end  o f  the  f i sca l  yea r?  19 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    S i x  months  ago  the re  was  20 

no  need to  do  the  expense.   S i x  months  ago I  21 

th ink  there  was  a  genera l  assumpt ion  tha t  t h e  22 

coun ty  was  go ing  to  fo l l ow  up  on  i t s  mu l t i - y ea r  23 

p lan  and  bor row fo r  tax  ce r t s .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  i t ' s  a f te r  25 
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the  fac t .   And you ' re  say ing  tha t  th is  mone y  2 

neve r  ma te r ia l i zed  and  now you  wan t  to  move  i t  3 

where?   Where  a re  we  mov ing  t he  f i c t i t ious  m oney?  4 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    We a re  t rans fe r r ing  the  5 

money to  the  t reasurer 's  o f f i ce  so  the  6 

compt ro l le r ' s  o f f i ce  can  book  and accrua l  f o r  tax  7 

ce r t s .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  t here ' s  no  9 

money.  10 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  be l i eve  you  heard  the  11 

conversa t i on  w i th  Leg is la to r  Jacobs.   Th is  i s  12 

s tandard  t rans fe r  p rocess .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  th ink  Mr .  14 

Moroney sa id  tha t  the  answer  i s  we  need to  do  15 

th is  t rans fe r  so  tha t  we  can  show the  ac tua l  16 

de f i c i t .   D id  I  hear  tha t  r i gh t?  17 

 MR.  MORONEY:   That 's  wha t  I  s a id .   Yes ,  18 

you heard  i t  r i gh t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So how 20 

much  i s  the  de f i c i t  go ing  to  be  fo r  2011?  21 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I t ' s  ye t  to  be  de te rm ined .   22 

Bu t  i t ' s  rough ly  i n  tha t  ne ighborhood.  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Rough ly  in  the  24 

ne ighborhood  o f  $43 mi l l ion?  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:    Yes .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And tha t ' s  t he  3 

en t i re  de f ic i t  i s  a l l  the  $43  mi l l ion  tha t  we 4 

d idn ' t  ge t  f rom t ra f f i c  and pa rk ing  v io la t i ons  5 

bu reau?  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No ,  no .   F rom tax  7 

ce r t s .  8 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    No .   The  de f i c i t  i s  9 

to ta l l y  due to  the  tax  cer ts .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  i f  we  fo l lowed 11 

the  budget  f rom each  o f  the  th ree  years  p r i o r ,  12 

four  yea rs ,  f i ve  yea rs ,  s i x  years  - -  I 'm  so r ry ,  13 

seven years  p r io r  - -  05 ,  06 ,  07 ,  08 ,  09 ,  10  - -  14 

s i x  years  p r io r ,  and  budge ted  $50 mi l l ion  w or th  15 

o f  ope ra t i ng  money  fo r  t ax  ce r ts ,  we  wou ldn ' t  16 

have  had  a  de f i c i t ?  17 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I 'm to ta l l y  l os t  i n  your  18 

ques t ion .   I ’m sor ry .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You were  here  a l l  20 

those years ,  and  in  each  o f  t hose years  when  you  21 

were  O f f i ce  o f  Leg is la t i ve  Rev iew,  you  shou ld  22 

know as  we l l  as  I  do ,  tha t  we  pu t  $50 mi l l i on  a  23 

year ,  each  year  ou t  o f  ope ra t i ng  funds  to  p ay  tax  24 

ce r t s  as  you  go .   No t  to  bor row,  to  pay  as  you  25 
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go .  2 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    And in  each o f  t hose  3 

years  - -  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  i f  we  - -  le t  5 

me  f in ish  my  ques t ion .   I f  we  d id  tha t  i n  2 011 ,  6 

wh ich  was the  f i rs t  year  tha t  I  cou ld  reca l l  t ha t  7 

we  d idn ’ t  have money  fo r  pay ing  as  you  go ,  we 8 

wou ldn ' t  have  had a  de f i c i t .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Jus t  le t  me  10 

in te r j ec t  he re  Mr .  C le rk .   I  wan t  the  record  to  11 

re f l ec t  - -  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t ' s  my ques t ion .   13 

I  don ' t  need  you  to  in te r j ec t .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  C le rk ,  I  wan t  the  15 

reco rd  to  re f lec t  tha t  we have  been jo ined by  16 

Leg is la to r  Dunne .   I  wan t  eve rybody to  see t ha t  17 

Leg is la to r  Dunne  i s  in  h is  cha i r .   Leg is la t o r  18 

Dunne is  here .   Nobody 's  ho ld ing  a  gun  to  h i s  19 

head .   They ' re  under  no  coerc ion .   Mr .  Dunn e ,  I  20 

i nv i te  you  to  go  i n to  the  back  room to  l im i t  you r  21 

exposure  to  i n fec t ion .  22 

 You can answer  Mr .  Denenberg ' s  ques t ion .  23 

 MR.  MORONEY:    The  2011 budge t  d id  no t  24 

budget  fo r  t he  payment  o f  tax  ce r t io ra r i s  f rom 25 
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the  genera l  f und .    2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .  3 

 MR.  MORONEY:   There  was in  p lace ,  4 

however ,  a t  t he  t ime  the  budge t  was adop ted ,  a  5 

p lan  to  bo r row money  to  pay  tax  ce r t io ra r is ,  and  6 

tha t  was  nego t ia ted  be tween the  pr inc ip les  and  7 

tha t  budge t  passed .   And  tha t ' s  the  budget  tha t  8 

we  have today .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That  budge t  10 

passed  10/9 .   There  were  n ine  - -  11 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I  don ' t  cha l l enge  - -  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    d idn ' t  wan t  to  13 

bo r row fo r  t ax  cer ts ,  bu t  wan ted  a t  leas t  5 0  14 

m i l l ion  pay-as -you -go.   So  now we ' re  t rans f e r r ing  15 

th is  43  mi l l i on  to  accep t  tha t  we ' re  go ing  to  16 

have  tha t  as  a  de f ic i t .   I s  t ha t  wha t  I 'm 17 

unders tand ing? 18 

 MR.  MORONEY:    No.   We ' re  t rans fer r i ng  19 

th is  because  i t  appears  as  though there  is  go ing  20 

to  be  a  de f i c i t ,  and  i t  has  to  be  ass igned to  the  21 

p roper  p lace ,  and tha t  wou ld  be  to  tax  22 

ce r t io ra r i s .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  t ha t ' s  where  24 

you want  to  ass ign  i t .   The de f i c i t  ac tua l l y  we 25 
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cou ld  say  was in  t ra f f i c  and park ing  v io la t i ons  2 

because you fa i l ed  to  recove r  $43 mi l l ion  t ha t  3 

you pro jec ted  fo r  t ra f f i c  and  pa rk ing .   I t ' s  you r  4 

cho ice  to  move th i s  money tha t  never  ex i s te d .  5 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    No .   Tha t ' s  t o ta l l y  6 

i naccu ra te .   The re 's  a  de f ic i t  because  we d i d  no t  7 

ge t  bond ing  approva l  f o r  t ax  cer ts .   Tha t 's  why 8 

we  have an  expense  tha t  has  to  be  - -  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The bond ing  money 10 

i s  no t  revenue.  11 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    No .   Had  the  tax  cer ts  12 

go t  bond ing  approva l  t he re  wou ld  be  no  de f i c i t ,  13 

even  w i th  the  de f i c i t  in  you r  red  l i gh t  cam eras .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The de f i c i t ,  43  15 

m i l l ion ,  was  pu t  i n  red  l i gh t  cameras  becau se you 16 

sa id  a t  the  t ime  - -  no t  you,  bu t  you r  p rede cesso r  17 

and Mr .  Su l l i van  sa id  a t  t he  t ime tha t  we w ere  18 

go ing  to  ge t  43  mi l l ion  f rom a  second s tage  red  19 

l i gh t  camera  money  wh ich  neve r  mater ia l i zed .    20 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Bu t  you ' re  l ook ing  a t  an  21 

expense l i ne .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    A t  t he  t ime you 23 

d idn ' t  dec ide  to  f i c t i t i ous l y  move  i t  any  p lace .   24 

A l l  o f  a  sudden  now you want  to  f i c t i t ious l y  move 25 
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i t .  2 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I t ' s  no t  f i c t i t i ous .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I f  t he  money  4 

doesn ' t  ex is t  and you ' re  j us t  ass ign ing  i t  as  a  5 

de f i c i t  because  you d idn ' t  wan t  i t  i n  one f und  as  6 

a  de f i c i t ,  so  we ' re  mov ing  a  de f ic i t  t o  ano the r  7 

fund  - -  tha t  sounds pre t ty  f i c t i t i ous  to  me .  8 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Leg is la to r  De nenberg ,  9 

your  s ta f f  cou ld  l ook .   That  l ine  has  money  in  10 

i t ,  and tha t  money  f rom tha t  l ine  is  be ing  moved  11 

to  the  t reasu re r .   Per iod .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  t he  money 13 

doesn ' t  ex is t .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You ' re  go ing  ove r  the  15 

same count  fo r  t he  fou r th  t im e .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Nex t  ques t ion .   17 

Las t  week,  l as t  week  I  asked  on  13  regard in g  a  18 

t rans fer  o f  $17  mi l l ion  wor th  o f  f unds  f rom  a  19 

cont ingency  fund  to  cove r  - -  mos t l y  i t  was  20 

over t ime  o r  ove r  - -  most  o f  i t  was  ove r  bud get  i n  21 

o the r  a reas ,  some was over t ime ,  e t ce te ra .   I t  was  22 

abou t  17  m i l l ion ,  and you sa id  tha t  was com ing  23 

f rom a  con t ingency  fund,  wh ich  I  l ooked and  the  24 

cont ingency  fund  on ly  had $13  mi l l ion  in  i t .  25 
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 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  be l i eve  the  Of f i ce  o f  2 

Leg is la t i ve  Budget  Rev iew pu t  ou t  a  memo on  the  3 

cont ingency  fund  expense .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And th is  i s  what  5 

I  read  tha t  memo to  say .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You ' re  i n te r rup t ing  7 

the  guy  when  he ' s  in  the  m idd le  o f  a  sen ten ce.   8 

You asked h im the  ques t ion ,  l e t  h im answer  i t .  9 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    No .   The  memo  s ta tes  - -  10 

and I  know MR.  Cha lmers  is  he re  so  he  can s ay  i f  11 

i t  says  someth ing  d i f f e ren t  - -  t he re  was  $70  12 

m i l l ion .   Money  was moved to  d i f fe ren t  a rea s .   13 

And a f te r  the  money is  accoun ted  fo r  i n  th i s  14 

year -end  t rans fe r ,  t he re  i s  s t i l l  rough ly  $ 11 15 

m i l l ion  le f t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  my  ques t ion  to  17 

you is  th i s  $17  mi l l ion  tha t  we ' re  now appr ov ing  18 

then  was  a l ready  t rans fe r red .   19 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    In  o rder  - -  I  won ' t  speak  20 

fo r  the  compt ro l le r .   Bu t  in  o rder  fo r  t hem  to  21 

p repare  the  yea r -end  books ,  t hey  p rocess  i t  in  22 

the  sys tem.   However ,  i f  t h i s  leg i s la t i ve  b ody  23 

fo r  some reason  chose no t  to  pass  the  i t em,  then  24 

they  wou ld  reve rse  i t  in  t he  sys tem.   I t ' s  on l y  25 
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done  in  the  sys tem so  they  can  c rea te  the  r epo r t s  2 

and ge t  i t  ou t  on  t ime ,  by  June 30 .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  I  though t  4 

tha t  t he re  can ' t  be  a  t rans fe r  un t i l  we app rove 5 

i t .   So  you ' re  say ing  tha t  on  the  o the r  i te m we 6 

were  t rans fe r r i ng  money tha t  d idn ' t  ex is t ;  now 7 

we ' re  mak ing  a  t rans fe r  tha t  does  ex is t  on l y  on  8 

paper  un t i l  we approve  i t?  9 

 MR.  MORONEY:    Wha t  we  do,  in  o rde r  to  10 

c lose  the  books ,  i s  we  make ce r ta in  assumpt ions ,  11 

as  accountan ts  do .   And the  assumpt ion  was tha t  12 

these t rans fe rs  wou ld  be  approved back  and fo r th ,  13 

and tha t ' s  why the  repor t  shows some con f l i c t i ng  14 

i n fo rmat ion .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I f  we ' re  - -  16 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I t ' s  no t  jus t  - -  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I f  we ' re  do ing  18 

quar te r l y  hea r ings  and  quar te r ly  - -  19 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I f  I  may.  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    and we  know tha t  21 

some depar tments  a re  coming in  ove r  and the re ' s  a  22 

cont ingency  o r  ra iny  day  fund  tha t ' s  as  b ig  as  23 

you sa id ,  pe rhaps  we  wou ld  have sa id  don ' t  use  i t  24 

so  we can use  i t  f o r  some o f  t he  reason tha t  25 
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peop le  a re  he re  r i gh t  now.   Bu t  to  f ind  ou t  tha t  2 

17  m i l l i on  - -  and i t  was  Leg i s la to r  DeRigg i  and 3 

I ' s  ques t i on  - -  i f  a  fund on l y  had  13  mi l l i o n  in  4 

i t  and  we were  approv ing  t rans fe r  o f  17  mi l l ion ,  5 

i t  sounded  l i ke  we  were  t rans fer r i ng  more  t han  we 6 

had.   I  was  shocked to  f ind  ou t  tha t  you 've  7 

a l ready  booked the  t rans fe r .  8 

 MR.  MORONEY:    Noth ing  i s  o f f i c i a l  un t i l  9 

th is  l eg is la tu re  ac ts .   I f  yo u  don ' t  ac t  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  i f  we  - -  11 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I f  you  don ' t  ac t  then  the  12 

amounts  o f  money  tha t  have  de f ic i t s  in  them  wi l l  13 

rema in  w i th  de f i c i t s  i n  them.  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  i t ' s  i n  the  15 

coun ty  f inanc ia l s .   I t ' s  booked.   I t ' s  i n  t he  16 

coun ty  f inanc ia l s .   So  i f  we  say  - -  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    He  ind ica ted  i t ' s  no t  18 

o f f i c i a l  - -  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    no ,  we ' re  go ing  20 

to  undue  a l l  o f  ou r  f i nanc ia l s?  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    un t i l  we  ac t .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  t he  books  are  23 

p r in ted .   I t ' s  ac tua l l y  in  the  county  f i nan ces .  24 

 MR.  MORONEY:    P lease,  Mr .  Denenberg ,  25 
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p lease  don ' t  con fuse  wha t ' s  i n  the  county  2 

f i nanc ia l  fo rms ,  wh ich  the  compt ro l l e r ' s  o f f i ce  3 

does  no t  p repare ,  w i th  wha t  we ' re  do ing  in  t he  4 

accoun t ing  sys tem fo r  pu rposes  o f  coming  be fore  5 

th is  l eg is la tu re  to  c lose  ou t  the  books  fo r  2011 .   6 

They  a re  two  d i f fe ren t  t h ings .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Leg is la to r  Jacobs 8 

b rough t  up  tha t  we  were  t rans fer r i ng  f rom o ne 9 

fund  to  another ,  43  mi l l ion ,  t ha t  we  never  g o t ,  10 

so  i t  was  money  tha t  d idn ' t  ex is t  to  beg in  w i th .   11 

Now we ' re  t rans fer r i ng  rea l  money,  reduc ing  a  12 

fund ,  and a l l  o f  t ha t ' s  done  before  we  appr ove  13 

i t .   And  when  we  asked  in  commi t tee  how cou ld  the  14 

fund  on ly  have 13  mi l l ion  and  we ' re  t rans fe r r i ng  15 

17  m i l l i on ,  no  one  had  the  answer .   Now,  I  16 

apprec ia te  tha t  you ' re  coming  w i th  the  answ er .   17 

Bu t  I  th ink  i n  the  fu tu re  you  shou ldn ' t  be  18 

t rans fer r i ng  money  in  ou r  books ,  on  paper  u n t i l  19 

we  approve  i t .    20 

 I  unders tand  tha t  you th ink  you have  you r  21 

ten  vo tes  and you know whose  go ing  to  rubber s tamp 22 

s tu f f .   Bu t  l e t ' s  a t  l eas t  keep - -  l e t ' s  a t  leas t  23 

keep  the  l ook  o f  an  independen t  body  and  do n ' t  do  24 

i t  un t i l  we approve i t  o r  don ' t  approve i t .  25 
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 MR.  MORONEY:    Mr .  Denenberg  - -  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You don ' t  even  have 3 

to  respond  to  tha t  d r i ve l .    4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That ' s  c lass .   5 

There ' s  your  p res id ing  o f f i ce r .   6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Moroney,  you  7 

don ' t  even  have  to  respond  to  tha t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Who a re  you to  9 

choose  when they  have to  answer  and no t?   I t ' s  a  10 

ques t ion  f rom a  leg i s la to r .   You ' re  ask ing  us  to  11 

t rans fer  $17  mi l l i on ,  wh ich  i s  more  than  an yone 12 

up  here  ge ts  in  to ta l .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg ,  you  14 

a re  to ta l l y ,  to ta l l y  ou t  o f  o rde r .   Fo r  you  to  15 

charac te r i ze  th i s  leg i s la tu re  as  a  rubbers t amp i s  16 

i nsu l t ing .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No ,  they  d id .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And fo r  t he  bene f i t  19 

o f  t he  peop le  ou t  there  - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    They  sa id  - -  t hey  21 

sa id  they ' re  t rans fe r r ing  the  money - -  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    who are  wa tch ing  - -  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    assuming  tha t  24 

you ' re  say ing  okay .   Why  d idn ' t  you  l i s ten?  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Fo r  the  bene f i t  o f  2 

the  peop le  ou t  t he re  who  a re  watch ing  th is  3 

charade on  the  o ther  s ide ,  l e t  me po in t  ou t  to  4 

you and pu t  on  the  record  tha t  t h i s  i s  a  rou t i ne  5 

end-o f - the -yea r  c los ing  ou t  o f  t he  accounts .   6 

Leg is la to r  Jacobs,  t he  g rea t  l aype rson ,  was  7 

p res id ing  o f f i ce r  fo r  e igh t  years  and d id  t h is  8 

each  and  eve ry  yea r .   And I  m igh t  po in t  ou t  - -  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I 'm he re  13  10 

years .   We never  d id  a  t rans fe r  - -  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    tha t  t he  repub l i can  12 

m ino r i ty  asked her  - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    l i ke  th i s  in  14 

June .   The  la tes t  we  eve r  made  t rans fe rs  - -  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We had  a  t rans fe r  one 16 

year  o f  $200  mi l l i on .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  had  the  f l oo r .   18 

You in te r rup ted .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  g i ve  the  f loor .   20 

You don ' t  have the  f loor .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    The la tes t  a  22 

t rans fer  eve r  was in  February .   You jus t  23 

t rans fer red  43  m i l l i on  tha t  doesn ' t  ex is t .   Money 24 

tha t  does  ex i s t ,  17  mi l l ion  - -  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Do  you  ha ve any th ing  2 

new to  add ,  Mr .  Denenberg?  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    you ' re  be ing  to ld  4 

i t  was  t rans fer red  a l ready  because  they ' re  5 

assuming  you ' re  vo t i ng  fo r  i t .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Do  you  have any th ing  7 

new to  add?  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  wan t  an  answer  9 

to  my ques t ion .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    He 's  no t  go ing  to  11 

answer  you r  ques t i on  about  ten  rubbers tamp vo tes ;  12 

tha t ' s  i nsu l t ing .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  d idn ' t  ask  14 

abou t  the  rubbers tamp vo tes .   I  asked why t ha t  15 

money is  t rans fe r red  be fore  we  vo te .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Why don ' t  you  17 

reph rase  you r  ques t i on?  Rephrase your  ques t ion ,  18 

we ' l l  t r y  to  ge t  you  an  answer .  19 

 MR.  MORONEY:    The  money  i s  no t  20 

t rans fer red  be fo re  the  vo te .   Th is  i s  no t  21 

guesswork .   Wha t  happens  i s  - -  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t  says  i t ' s  23 

t rans fer red .  24 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I f  I  may.  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Don ' t  in te r rup t  h im.  2 

 MR.  MORONEY:    These  p ro fess iona ls ,  one 3 

o f  wh ich  i s  now on  you r  s ta f f ,  worked in  th e  4 

compt ro l le r ' s  o f f i ce  under  two  admin is t ra t i ons ,  5 

can te l l  you  i n  p r iva te  what  I 'm  go ing  to  te l l  6 

you pub l ic .  7 

 What  happens  is  the  peop le  i n  the  8 

accoun t ing  o f f i ce  s i t  down  and  they  t r y  to  9 

i den t i f y  where  the re  i s  money  or  app ropr ia t i on .   10 

They  ident i f y  where  there  is  no  money or  11 

approp r ia t ion .   That 's  why  they ' re  here .   T hat 's  12 

why they  have  those l i s t s ,  because  those  th ings  13 

have  been ident i f i ed  so  tha t  t hey  can move f rom 14 

Po in t  A  to  Po in t  B  so  tha t  we  can c lose  ou t  the  15 

budget  a t  the  end.   I t ' s  j us t  tha t  s imp le .   16 

There ' s  no th ing  ne fa r ious .   There ' s  no th ing  - -  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  jus t  t h ink  - -  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:    no th ing  mag ica l  o r  - -  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Mr .  Moroney - -  20 

 MR.  MORONEY:    f i c t i t i ous  abou t  i t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So r ry .   Mr .  22 

Moroney,  my ques t ion  i s  I  jus t  t h ink  to  sho w a  23 

t rans fer  i n  the  sys tem,  in  the  account ing  sy s tem,  24 

be fo re  i t ' s  app roved  by  the  l eg i s la tu re  ra i ses  25 
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i ssues  as  to  whe ther  - -  I  don ' t  even  know i f  2 

tha t ' s  l ega l .  3 

 MR.  MORONEY:    Le t  me exp la in  someth ing  -4 

-  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Le t  me  c lose  w i th  6 

th is .  7 

 MR.  MORONEY:    No,  no .   You ' re  assumpt ion  8 

i s  i ncor rec t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Why? 10 

 MR.  MORONEY:    The  changes  don ' t  t ake  11 

p lace  in  the  sys tem.   You have  to  look  a t  t he  12 

sys tem in  o rder  to  f igure  ou t  where  the  mon ey is .   13 

You jus t  don ' t  guess .   So you  have  to  - -  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  ce r ta in l y  wou ld  15 

ra ther  be  us ing  th is  $17  m i l l i on  o therw ise .   But  16 

l e t  me  ask  you th i s .  17 

 Do  you  eve r  - -  can  you  te l l  me  a  t ime in  18 

th is  county ,  the  l as t  t ime  we  were  mak ing  y ear -19 

end t rans fers  o f  a  magn i tude  more  than  $50 20 

m i l l ion ,  wh ich  we 've  been do ing  today  in  th i s  21 

i t em,  in  June ,  s ix  mon ths  a f te r  the  f i sca l  yea r  22 

ended?  23 

 MR.  MORONEY:    My th ree  years ,  t h i s  i s  24 

the  f i rs t  t ime.  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    My  12  years  th is  2 

i s  t he  f i r s t  t ime.  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No ,  i t ' s  no t .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    My  o ther  5 

ques t i ons  are  fo r  Mr .  Cha lmers .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    A l l  r i gh t .   Ho ld  on .   7 

Leg is la to r  Jacobs.  8 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Le t  me jus t  ask  you  9 

a  ques t ion ,  bo th  o f  you.   So ,  le t ' s  say  you ' re  10 

c rea t i ng  an  expense l i ne  i n  the  t reasu re r 's  11 

o f f i ce ,  a re  we p lann ing  on  us ing  the  una l loc a ted  12 

fund  ba lance  fo r  t ha t  l i ne?  13 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I t  wou ld  fa l l  down to  the  14 

un rese rved  l i ne ,  bu t  i t  wou ldn ’ t  be  pa id  f r om 15 

tha t .   L ike  i t  o r  no t ,  you  need a  supp lemen ta l  16 

approp r ia t ion ,  wh ich  we requ i re  13  vo tes .  17 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Wha t  does  tha t  mean?  18 

I f  you  have an  una l l oca ted  fund ba lance,  wh ere  19 

wou ld  you ge t  i t  f rom then?  I f  you ' re  pu t t i ng  an  20 

expense l i ne  in to  the  t reasu re r ' s  o f f i ce ,  h ow are  21 

you go ing  to  pay  fo r  t ha t  l i ne?  22 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Essent ia l l y ,  t o  answer  23 

your  ques t ion ,  t he  county  has  rough ly  about  $92 24 

m i l l ion  o f  undes igna ted  fund  ba lance .   I f  t he  25 
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f i sca l  yea r  11  ends  w i th  a  de f ic i t  o f  rough ly ,  2 

l e t ' s  ca l l  i t  43  m i l l i on ,  the  s imp le  math  i s  t ha t  3 

you do  92  minus  43  and  you r  ba lance goes  do wn to  4 

49 .  5 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Okay .   So  then why 6 

a re  these peop le  here  today?   Why is  an  $8  7 

m i l l ion  f i gu re  o f  soc ia l  serv i ces ,  wh ich  is  8 

hu r t ing  every  ch i l d  tha t  I  have spen t  my  en t i re  9 

l i fe  up  he re  f i gh t ing  to  p ro tec t ,  sen io rs ,  why  10 

a re  they  be ing  used as  pawns  dur ing  th is  i f  there  11 

w i l l  be  a  ba lance a t  t he  end  o f  a l l  o f  t h is  - -  12 

the  no  money ,  t he  yes  money,  t he  expense  mo ney  13 

ve rsus  the  una l l oca ted?  Bot tom l i ne ,  there  w i l l  14 

be  a  ba lance .   Why  i s  $8  m i l l i on  be ing  take n  away 15 

f rom soc ia l  serv ices?  I  wan t  someone to  te l l  me .   16 

I  don ' t  need  app lause.   I 'm t r y ing  to  be  lo g ica l  17 

he re .   And  I 'm t ry ing  to  say  why  in  the  wor ld  a re  18 

we  get t i ng  e -ma i ls  as  i f  we ' r e  the  wors t  th i ng  19 

tha t ' s  been c rea ted  s ince  s l i ced  b read ,  whe n ,  in  20 

fac t ,  i f  eve ryone pu ts  the i r  t h ink ing  caps  on ,  21 

they  w i l l  know tha t  we  were  one o f  t he  bes t  22 

th ings  tha t  eve r  happened because we  spent  our  23 

l i fe  mak ing  sure  tha t  they  were  funded .   An d  24 

re fused to  vo te  fo r  budgets  when  we had a  c oun ty  25 
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execut ive ,  i f  t here  was ever  a  ques t ion  o f  2 

cu t t ing  soc ia l  serv i ces ,  we sa id  we wou ld  n o t  3 

g i ve  our  vo tes  fo r  i t  un t i l  i t  d idn ' t  ex is t .   And 4 

tha t ' s  how they  s tayed  in  a l l  th is  t ime.   I  don ' t  5 

ge t  th is .  6 

 There  is  go ing  to  be  money .   I  don ' t  see  7 

why $8  m i l l i on  i s  be ing  taken  away  f rom the  faces  8 

I 'm look ing  a t  r igh t  now.   So r ry .   Sor ry ,  I  9 

don ' t .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That  i s  b ecause we  11 

p rov ided  the  vo tes  fo r  bond ing  i n  each  and eve ry  12 

one o f  t hose  yea rs .   You  d idn ' t  face  th i s  13 

s i tua t ion  because we  bonded.  14 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    We faced  many  15 

s i tua t ions .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And they  have s ta ted  17 

fo r  the  reco rd ,  and I  want  th em to  s ta te  i t  18 

aga in ,  t ha t  t he  $41 mi l l ion  de f i c i t  tha t ' s  go ing  19 

to  show fo r  2011  i s  caused  so le l y  and on ly  20 

because o f  t he  fa i lu re  to  bond .   I s  tha t  no t  21 

co r rec t?  22 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  i s  co r rec t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    So what  - -  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Pe te r  - -  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  85 Full Legislature – 6-18-12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    One  second,  Dave.   2 

So  then what  a re  you  re fe r r i ng  to  when  you say  3 

tha t  t he re  was $92  m i l l i on  i n  tha t  f und?   A t  t he  4 

end o f  t he  game,  a t  the  end o f  t ak ing  43  mi l l i on  5 

ou t  o f  t ha t ,  you ' re  le f t  w i th  40 -some-odd-6 

m i l l ion-do l l a rs ,  and  I 'm  say i ng  to  you  then  why 7 

a re  these peop le  be ing  cu t  e igh t  m i l l i on?   And  8 

say  i t  i n  my  language.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Judy ,  we ' re  ta lk ing  10 

abou t  2011 .   Wha t ' s  be ing  ta l ked  about  now to  be  11 

cu t  and where  we ' re  go ing  to  ge t  t he  money to  pay  12 

these judgmen ts  i s  2012.   I s  t ha t  co r rec t?  13 

 MR.  MORONEY:    Tha t ' s  co r rec t .   We ' re  14 

ta lk ing  abou t  two d i f f e ren t  budgets  a t  t h is  15 

po in t .   Th is  we ' re  do ing  i n  o rde r  to  dea l  w i th  16 

the  2011  budget .   We ' re  c los ing  ou t  the  boo ks  fo r  17 

2011 .   Tha t ' s  a l l  th is  reso lu t ion  is  about .   I t  18 

has  no th ing  to  do  w i th  2012 o r  go ing  fo rward .  19 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  ye t  t hey ' re  20 

be ing  cu t  in  the  m idd le  o f  2012.  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t ' s  two  separa te  22 

th ings .  23 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Excuse me .   One  24 

second ,  Mr .  Schmi t t .   They ' re  be ing  cu t  in  the  25 
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m idd le  o f  - -  I 'm  look ing  a t  i t  f rom the  2 

s tandpo in t  t ha t  no rmal  peop le  cou ld  unders t and .   3 

I 'm no t  say ing  you ' re  no t .   Bu t  you are  ver y  much 4 

f i nanc ia l l y  o r i en ted ;  my  backg round is  I  wa s  a  5 

teacher ,  and  ch i ld ren  were  my  l i fe  and  a re  my 6 

l i fe .   I  don ' t  unders tand wha t  you ' re  say ing .   7 

Th is  i s  no t  money,  t h i s  i s  money .   Th i s  exp ense 8 

w i l l  come in ,  bu t  we  have a  fund  tha t  can d ea l  9 

w i th  tha t  expense.   A t  t he  end  o f  us ing  tha t  f und 10 

there  w i l l  be  40 -some-odd-mi l l ion  do l l a rs  l e f t .   11 

Bu t ,  i n  the  ove ra l l  scheme o f  th ings ,  $8  mi l l i on  12 

i s  go ing  to  end  youth  se rv ices  i n  Nassau  Co unty .   13 

I  don ' t  ge t  i t .   Sor ry .   I  j us t  don ' t  ge t  i t .   I  14 

know you  know I  don ' t  ge t  i t  because  you  pr obab ly  15 

don ' t  e i ther .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  DeR igg i -17 

Wh i t ton .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    F i rs t  o f  19 

a l l ,  t hank  you  fo r  p rov id ing  the  ba lance  in  the  20 

accoun ts .   I  app rec ia te  i t .   Because  we wer e  21 

asked to  t rans fe r  money and we  d id  no t  know  what  22 

the  ba lance was .  23 

 Now,  j us t  so  I  unders tand,  the  17  mi l l ion  24 

tha t  you  came to  us  f rom las t  week  was  ac tu a l l y  25 
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a l ready  t rans fe r red  on  th i s  accoun t  tha t  yo u  2 

p rov ided  fo r  us .   I  ac tua l l y  see  i t  down  he re .   3 

Now,  I  a lso  see  tha t  t he  43  m i l l ion ,  I  have  i t  4 

as ,  was a l so  t rans fe r red  back  on  June 12 .   I s  5 

tha t  cor rec t?  6 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  don ' t  know the  exac t  7 

da te .   But  i f  you  have  a  p r in tou t .   I  th ink  i t  8 

had to  be  done before  June  12 .   I  th ink  tha t ' s  9 

p robab ly  j us t  t he  da te  o f  the  pr in tou t .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Now,  June 11 

12  i s  the  da te  tha t  I  see  i t  be ing  t rans fer red .   12 

So  the  43  mi l l i on  has  a l so  a l ready  been tak en 13 

ca re  o f ,  l e t ' s  pu t  i t  tha t  way .  14 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:     Eve ry th ing  i n  th i s  year -15 

end t rans fer  has  been pu t  in to  the  f inanc ia l  16 

sys tem.  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  i t ' s  18 

a l ready  been  t rans fe r red  even  though  we hav e  no t  19 

vo ted  on  i t .   Even  though the  F inance Commi t tee  20 

d id  no t  have  the  i n fo rma t ion  a t  the  t ime  a l l  21 

these t rans fe rs  took  p lace  w i thout  our ,  l i k e ,  22 

know ledge?  23 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  th ink  Ch ie f  Depu ty  24 

Compt ro l le r  Moroney has  a l ready  spoken  to  t ha t .   25 
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I t ' s  no t  o f f i c i a l  un t i l  th is  l eg is la t i ve  bo dy  2 

vo tes  on  i t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    A l l  r i gh t .   4 

Now,  tha t  be ing  sa id ,  there  s t i l l  i s  a  cur r en t  5 

ba lance o f  $13 m i l l i on ,  acco rd ing  to  the  rec ords  6 

tha t  you  p rov ided us ,  co r rec t?  7 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  wou ld  be  accu ra te .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Now,  th i s  9 

$13 mi l l ion  i s  on  top  o f  t he  91  mi l l ion  tha t  we 10 

a l so  have le f t  ove r .   And I  want  you  peop le  to  11 

unders tand  th is ;  t he re 's  money  in  the  budge t .   12 

There ' s  91  m i l l i on  the re  and  the re 's  13  mi l l ion  13 

he re  tha t  i s  no t  a l l oca ted  to  any  expense.   I s  14 

tha t  cor rec t?  15 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    No ,  tha t ' s  no t  cor rec t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    We l l ,  what  17 

i s  t h i s  a l loca ted  to ,  the  13  m i l l i on?  18 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    The 13  m i l l io n  i s  an  19 

expense l i ne  tha t  says  con t ingency .   I f  you  were  20 

to  spend  tha t  13  m i l l i on  tha t  wou ld  a l so  - -  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    No ,  i t ' s  22 

no t .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Don ' t  in te r rup t ,  24 

p lease .  25 
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 MR.  NAUGHTON:    d raw down your  fund 2 

ba lance.  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    No ,  no ,  no .   4 

I t ' s  no t .   I  apo log ize  fo r  i n te r rup t ing .   5 

However ,  wha t  i t  says  is  cur ren t  con t ingenc y  6 

ba lance -  $13 m i l l ion .   Th is  i s  where  the  17  7 

m i l l ion  came f rom las t  t ime.  8 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That 's  an  expense l i ne  i n  9 

the  budget .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    No ,  no ,  no .   11 

Th is  says  ba lance.    12 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  i s  the  ba lance in  13 

tha t  i s  the  ba lance in  tha t  accoun t  tha t  s t a r ted  14 

w i th  70  mi l l i on  and now has  13 .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  the re 's  16 

13  m i l l i on  rema in ing .  17 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    In  an  expense  l i ne .   18 

That 's  d i f fe ren t  t han hav ing  money  as  pa r t  o f  19 

your  fund ba lance.  20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Where  d id  21 

the  17  m i l l i on  come f rom? 22 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    F rom tha t  70  m i l l i on .   23 

I t ' s  j us t  an  appropr ia t i on .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    The 17  25 
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m i l l ion  came f rom the  or ig ina l  70  mi l l ion ,  2 

co r rec t?  3 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    And tha t ' s  5 

where  a l l  the  o the r  t rans fers  came f rom,  co r rec t?  6 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    There ' s  13  8 

m i l l ion  rema in ing ,  i s  tha t  co r rec t?  9 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    co r rec t .  10 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Why can ' t  11 

we  use  tha t  13  m i l l i on  fo r  t h i s  e igh t?  12 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I f  t h i s  body  chooses  to  -13 

-  we l l ,  the  books  are  c losed fo r  11  so  you c an ' t  14 

move  tha t  money  a t  t h i s  po in t .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  don ' t  16 

want  to  in te r rup t  you and I  apo log ize .   A l l  I  can  17 

te l l  you  i s  as  a  new person he re ,  as  a  new 18 

leg i s la to r ,  who  I  was  e lec ted  and I  am a  mo the r  19 

o f  t h ree  and  I  know what  i t ' s  l i ke  to  have k ids  20 

and need  he lp ,  t hese  numbers ,  I ' ve  never  se en 21 

any th ing  l i ke  th is ,  and I  was  a  c i ty  counc i lwoman 22 

be fo re .   We had  the  budget  - -  i t  was  rea l  mo ney,  23 

i t  was  cash - -  be fore  we  t ran s fe r red  any th in g .   24 

And you ' re  te l l i ng  me you took  money  f rom t h is  25 
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accoun t ,  t he re ' s  a  $13  m i l l i on  ba lance  bu t  t ha t ' s  2 

no t  rea l  money?    A  $13 mi l l i on  budget  ba la nce  3 

and tha t ' s  no t  rea l  money?    4 

 We need to  f i nd  $8  m i l l i on ,  okay?  Wha t  5 

they ' re  do ing  i s  us ing  th i s  a s  some k ind  o f  p loy  6 

to  sca re  eve rybody  in to  us  do ing  someth ing  tha t  7 

m igh t  no t  be  f i nanc ia l l y  respons ib le .   I  ca n  f ind  8 

i t  i n  two or  th ree  d i f fe ren t  ways  r i gh t  now .   We 9 

have  91  mi l l i on  in  an  accoun t ,  wh ich  I  have ,  i f  10 

anybody wants  I  have  the  ac tua l  summary  o f  w here  11 

the  91  m i l l i on  i s .   I f  any  o f  you guys  want  to  12 

see th is ,  I ' d  be  more  than  happy  to  share  i t  w i th  13 

you.   And the re ' s  a l so  ano the r  13  mi l l ion  i n  the  14 

cont ingency .   Bas ica l l y ,  t he  who le  i dea o f  15 

cont ingency  i s  i t ' s  no t  a l lo t ted  to  any  spec i f i c  16 

th ing ,  so  we  can  de f in i t e l y  use  i t  f o r  t h is ,  i n  17 

my  op in ion .  18 

 And the  las t  th ing  - -  19 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Jus t  t o  - -  I 'm  sor ry  to  20 

i n te r rup t  you .   Bu t  jus t  t o  se t  the  reco rd  21 

s t ra igh t ,  you  cannot  use  a  2011 budget ,  wh i ch  is  22 

your  con t ingency ,  to  pay  fo r  2012 youth  boa rd  23 

expenses .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  where  i s  25 
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tha t  $13  m i l l ion?  2 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I t  becomes  pa r t  o f  you r  3 

fund  ba lance .   I t  goes  away.  4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I f  you ' re  5 

ask ing  us  to  bond - -  bu t  we can bond  money fo r  6 

the  2011  budget?  7 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I 'm so r ry .   I  cou ldn ' t  8 

hear  you .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Can we  be 10 

asked to  bond  money fo r  the  2011  budge t?  11 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  be l i eve  the re  is  a  12 

l i gh t  on  fo r  you  to  do  a  tax  cer t  bo r row ing .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  we can 14 

bo r row fo r  2011  bu t  we  can ' t  use  the  ex t ra  15 

cont ingency  f rom 2011?   I  don ’ t  unders tand how 16 

these ru les  a re  made .   I  j us t  th ink  tha t ' s  17 

abso lu te ly  absu rd .  18 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  th ink  maybe  we  need to  19 

have  a  conversa t ion  la te r .   Bu t  you can bon d  fo r  20 

the  expense - -  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Hey ,  hey .  22 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    The tax  ce r t  bor rowing 's  23 

to  cover  an  expense tha t  t he  compt ro l l e r ' s  o f f i ce  24 

has  recogn ized fo r  2011.   You ' re  re fe r r i ng  to  25 
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2012  you th  board  expenses.   We can ' t  use  20 11 2 

opera t ing  money  to  pay  fo r  2012 expenses .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  why  do  4 

we  have to  bond  fo r  2011  fo r  t hese  peop le  t o  have 5 

the  money fo r  2012?  You ' re  j us t  t o ta l l y  6 

coun te rac t ing  - -  you ' re  bas ic a l l y  go ing  back ,  7 

cont rad i c t ing  what  you ' re  say ing .  8 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    The issue becomes we  do 9 

no t  want  our  fund ba lance to  go  f rom $91  mi l l i on  10 

to  $49  m i l l i on .   We do  no t  wan t  ra t i ng  agen c ies  11 

to  now take  a  l ook  a t  the  coun ty  and  say  th a t  the  12 

coun ty 's  head ing  down a  s l ippe ry  pa th ,  wher e  i t ' s  13 

go ing  to  become inso lven t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Bu t  you 15 

have  to  jus t  te l l  me .   The  13  mi l l ion  tha t  was  16 

le f tover  i n  the  cont ingency  ba lance fo r  201 1 ,  17 

co r rec t?  18 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Yes .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Where  is  20 

i t ?  21 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I t  j us t  s i t s  i n  tha t  22 

ba lance.   And  there  are  o the r  i t ems tha t  o f f se t  23 

i t .   When they  c lose  the  books ,  you ' l l  see  wha t  24 

the  f i na l  numbers  are .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    No .   The re  2 

a re  no  o ther  i t ems  tha t  o f fse t  i t ,  because tha t ' s  3 

why i t ' s  i n  the  cont ingency  budget .   I f  the re  4 

were ,  i t  wou ld  no t  be  in  the  con t ingency  bud ge t .   5 

I 'm so r ry?   I t  doesn ' t  go  away .   The re  i s  $ 13 6 

m i l l ion  le f t  in  cont ingenc ies ,  t ha t ' s  enoug h  to  7 

pay  fo r  these  peop le  so  they  can  leave  and go  8 

have  a  n ice  l unch.  9 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Come January  1 ,  2012 ,  10 

tha t  money  no  longer  ex i s t s .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Where  d id  12 

the  13  m i l l i on  go?  13 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Once  you  c lose  the  books ,  14 

we  w i l l  now have  a  fund ba lance o f  e i t he r  9 1  o r  15 

49  m i l l i on  and tha t  13  m i l l i on  i s  abso rbed in  16 

those numbers .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Can I  jus t  18 

say  someth ing?  And I 'm so r ry  i f  I 'm  speak i ng  ou t  19 

o f  l ine .   Bu t  I  wo rk  fo r  someone  who  i s  a  20 

f i nanc ia l  p lanner .   I ' ve  dea l t  w i th  the  cou n ty .   21 

I  have  never  seen any th ing  l i ke  th is .  22 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    We lcome to  governmen t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    We l l ,  i t  24 

rea l l y  shou ldn ’ t  be  th is  way .   These  peop le  owe a  25 
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be t te r  s t ra tegy .  2 

 The way th ings  a re  t rans fe r red  p r io r  t o  3 

us  even know ing  abou t  them,  the  way money a ppears  4 

and d i sappears ,  tha t  doesn ' t  happen in  a  5 

bus iness ,  l i ke ,  s i tua t ion .   Y ou have  a  so l i d  i dea 6 

o f  where  money i s  coming  f rom and where  i t  goes ,  7 

and you don ' t  have  to  jeopard i ze  peop le  and  scare  8 

peop le  th rough th i s  way,  i f  you  are  organ iz ed and 9 

you have  a  c lea r  v is ion  o f  where  the  money i s .   I  10 

rea l l y  - -  I 'm embar rassed by  th i s  s i tua t ion .   11 

 I  apprec ia te  you  f ina l l y  p rov id ing  us  12 

th is  i n fo rma t ion ,  bu t  I  th ink  i t  doesn ' t  c l a r i f y  13 

what  you ' re  say ing .   As  fa r  as  I  know,  we s t i l l  14 

have  $13  m i l l ion  tha t  I  rea l l y  be l ieve  we s hou ld  15 

g i ve  to  them r igh t  now in  th i s  who le  p roces s .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Leg is la to r  17 

Fo rd .  18 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Thank  you  very  much  19 

fo r  your  p resen ta t ion .   I  sha re  some o f  the  20 

concerns .   When  you look  a t  t he  in fo rmat ion  tha t  21 

we  have rece ived  on  these t rans fers ,  i t  see ms 22 

l i ke ,  espec ia l l y  w i th  TPBA,  there  seems to  b e  a  23 

l o t  o f  money  go ing  back  and fo r th .   To  me i t  24 

l ooks  l i ke  money ,  bu t  obv ious l y  these are  t h ings  25 
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to  sor t  o f  ba lance  the  books ,  so  to  speak,  I  2 

guess ,  f rom las t  yea r .  3 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That 's  cor rec t .  4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    When we  look  a t  t he  5 

cos t  and  we look  a t  the  tax  c e r t s  fo r  las t  y ea rs ,  6 

bas i ca l l y  when we ta lk  about  the  41  or  $43 7 

m i l l ion  tha t  i s  in  j udgmen ts ,  were  they  f ro m 2012 8 

o r  2011,  these judgmen ts?  9 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Th is  i s  a  2011  expense  10 

you ' re  l ook ing  a t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   So  wha t ' s  go ing  12 

to  happen is  because ,  l i ke ,  f rom wha t  I  13 

unders tand  - -  and I  don ' t  kno w i f  I  am get t i ng  14 

th is .   Because the  tax  cer ts  tha t  we ' re  loo k ing  15 

to  bor row fo r  a re  2011  expense ,  they  can  be  pu t  16 

aga ins t  th is  budge t  o f  2011 tha t  we ' re  go in g  to  17 

c lose  the  door  on ,  so  to  speak ,  say ,  t oday .  18 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That 's  cor rec t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    But  we ' re  l ook ing  now,  20 

today ,  a t  the  o the r  expenses  tha t  we  have w i th  21 

ou r  youth  programs  and  our  sen io r  p rog rams tha t ' s  22 

a  2012  expense tha t  must  come f rom the  p res ent  23 

budget  o f  2011 to  2012 ,  co r rec t?  24 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR FORD:    And  then nex t  yea r  we  2 

wou ld  c lose  tha t  budge t  ou t .  3 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    R igh t .  4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I f  we  - -  a nd I  look  - -  5 

I  mean ,  I  look  a t  th is  $13  m i l l i on .   I ' d  l i ke  to  6 

see th is  - -  and  f rom wha t  I  u nders tand  f rom you,  7 

because tha t  ended  up as  excess  money,  so  t o  8 

speak,  i t  then was  pu t  i n to  the  genera l  fun d ,  9 

wh ich  is ,  you  know,  to  keep us  so l vent ,  so  to  10 

speak.   Cor rec t?  11 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  wou ld  be  accu ra te .  12 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Then we  lo ok  a t  90  - -  13 

say  we  have $95  mi l l ion  in  th i s  expense fun d  o r  14 

genera l  fund  or  whatever ,  l i ke ,  fund  ba lanc e .  15 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I t ' s  t he  coun ty ' s  16 

opera t ing  funds .   I t ' s  t he  genera l  f und and  17 

po l i ce  d is t r i c t  fund  combined .  18 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:     What  - -  I  mean ,  what  19 

wou ld  be  the  ha rm i f  we took  ou t  $41  m i l l io n  to  20 

pay  the  tax  cer t s  f rom th i s?  21 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    You can ' t  say  22 

de f i n i t i ve ly  whe ther  o r  no t  t he  ra t i ng  agen c ies  23 

wou ld  downgrade  the  coun ty ,  bu t  i t  becomes very  24 

l i ke ly .   I t  shows tha t  we are  unab le  to  man age  25 
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ou r  expenses  and  be  cons is ten t  w i th  ou r  p lan  tha t  2 

was adop ted by  the  county .   And i t  says  wha t  a re  3 

you go ing  to  do  in  the  fu tu re?   How do  you pay  4 

fo r  fu tu re  opera t i ons?   What  happens  i f  the re ' s  5 

anothe r  hu r r i cane?   How do  you  cover  un fore seen 6 

expenses?  Fo r  a  county  o f  th i s  s i ze  w i th  a  7 

budget  o f  nea r l y  $3  b i l l i on ,  a  reserve  - -  a  fund  8 

ba lance o f  49  m i l l ion  wou ld  be  cons ide red v e ry  9 

i nsu f f i c ien t .  10 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Because ,  I  mean  even 11 

fo r  me ,  and I  know tha t  Leg is la to r  Whi t ton  had  12 

ta lked  about ,  l i ke ,  even  w i th  he r  home c i ty  o f  13 

G len  Cove,  I 'm look ing  a t  the  C i ty  o f  Long Beach ,  14 

wh ich  now has  no  fund ba lance  and they 've  b een  15 

downgraded ,  I  mean ,  d ramat ica l l y  by  a l l  o f  t he  16 

ra t i ng  agenc ies .  17 

 When  we look ,  t oo ,  a lso ,  l i ke ,  when we  18 

say  - -  and  I  know the i r  conce rns ,  and we  a l l  have 19 

concerns  abou t  mov ing  fo rward .   When  you  lo ok  a t ,  20 

l i ke ,  r i gh t  now wi th  the  $41  m i l l i on ,  what  21 

happens then?   Because  we know tha t  we  have n ' t  22 

reso lved  a l l  o f  the  tax  ce r t  g r i evances  r ig h t  23 

now.   L i ke ,  so  the re 's  ano the r  - -  say  i f  we  use,  24 

i f  we dec ide  we ' re  go ing  to  use  $41 mi l l ion  to  25 
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pay  the  tax  cer t s  and th is  a l l  goes  away  fo r  now 2 

and ou r  ba lance  is  down to  $40  m i l l i on  o r  $ 45 3 

m i l l ion ,  and  then a l l  o f  a  sudden judgments  come 4 

i n  and  i t ' s  $100  m i l l i on .   Wha t  do  we do  th en?  5 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    You ' re  go ing  to  be  ou t  o f  6 

money ve ry  qu ick ly .   You  can  - -  the  rami f i ca t i ons  7 

a re  someth ing  tha t  we 've  been  work ing  a t  an d  8 

l ook ing  a t  poss ib le  so lu t i ons .   There  are  n o  good 9 

so lu t i ons .   You ' re  ta l k ing  about  l iens  on  10 

accoun ts .   We ' re  head ing  down  a  dangerous  r oad  11 

he re .  12 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   And  I  don ' t  13 

know i f  you  can  answer  th i s  ques t i on  o r  no t .   14 

Even  when we  look  a t ,  you  know,  where  we  ha d  15 

passed  the  l eg i s la t i on  w i th  the  red  l i gh t  c amera  16 

money,  i f  judgments  come in ,  i f  judgments  c ome in  17 

aga ins t  us  on  ou r  mon ies ,  can  they  a t tach  to  any  18 

accoun t  o r  i s  t here  a  pro toco l  t ha t  you fo l l ow  19 

when  they  go  a f te r  money?  20 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    They  can  go  where  they  21 

see money ava i l ab le .   We do no t  have  a  say  i n  22 

tha t  p rocess .  23 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    So even  i f  we  had  24 

leg i s la t ion  tha t  p ro tec ted  the  - -  l i ke ,  we had  25 
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th is  l eg is la t ion  tha t  we  repea led ,  a  j udgme n t  can 2 

come in  and say  you have  $14  m i l l i on  i n  tha t  3 

accoun t ,  we ' re  go ing  to  a t tach  i t  and you c an ' t  4 

spend tha t  money  o r  d i s t r i bu te  i t  to  anyone .   I s  5 

tha t  cor rec t?  6 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    R igh t .   There  may be  some 7 

accoun ts ,  such as  cap i ta l  funds  or  g ran t  fu nds ,  8 

tha t  w i l l  p robab ly  be  res t r i c ted ,  they  cou l dn ' t  9 

access .   But  someth ing  tha t ' s  cons idered  an  10 

opera t ing  fund,  they  cou ld  access .  11 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   Thank you ve ry  12 

much .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Boswor th .  14 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Thank  you ,  15 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Schmi t t .  16 

 So ,  I  share  i n  some o f  t he  con fus ion .   17 

Because you ' re  ta l k ing  about  the  books  be in g  18 

c losed ,  bu t  ye t  we ' re  he re  to  vo te  on  19 

t rans fer r i ng  money  fo r  l as t  year .   So  i f  we ' re  20 

t rans fer r i ng  money ,  then  the  books  a ren ' t  c losed .  21 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    We a re  mov ing  money to  22 

cove r  expenses tha t  occu r red  i n  2011 .  23 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    So then  the  books  24 

a ren ' t  c losed .   So  why  can ' t  we then  t rans fe r  $8  25 
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m i l l ion  - -  t ha t ' s  a l l  the  you th  agenc ies  nee d.   2 

Why can ' t  we  t rans fe r  $8  m i l l i on  f rom the  3 

cont ingency  fund?  Because  we ' re  t rans fe r r i ng  4 

money to  he lp  w i th  wha t  needs  to  be  done  to day .  5 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Once  aga in ,  i t  has  to  be  6 

fo r  an  expense tha t  occu r red  i n  2011 .   We c annot  7 

move  the  money f rom 2011  in to  2012 .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  you cou ld  9 

bo r row in  2012 fo r  2011?  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg ,  you 've  11 

a l ready  had you r  say .   You ' re  ou t  o f  o rder .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    A l r igh t .   So  you 13 

a re  now ty ing  your  2011 bond ing  needs to  mo ney  14 

tha t  needs  to  be  spent  i n  2012 .   Tha t ' s  oka y?  15 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I t ' s  no t  be ing  spent  i n  16 

2012 .   The  compt ro l l e r ' s  o f f i ce  is  say ing  t h is  i s  17 

a  2011  ob l iga t i on  o f  t he  coun ty .  18 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Yes .   But  we a l so  19 

have  an  ob l i ga t i on  and  a  respons ib i l i t y  to  20 

cont rac ts  tha t  we 've  s igned to  the  you th  21 

agenc ies .   Why i s  tha t  no t  as  pe r t inen t  and  as  22 

va luab le?  23 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Because,  once  aga in  I 'm 24 

so r ry  i f  i t ' s  - -  i f  I 'm no t  m ak ing  myse l f  c l ea r .   25 
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Bu t  the  i t ems  tha t  you  a re  re fe r r i ng  to  fo r  the  2 

year  a re  fo r  expend i tu res  in  2012.   We cann o t  use  3 

2011  money  to  pay  fo r  2012 .   Tax  cer t  4 

expend i tu res ,  t he  $41 mi l l ion  we ' re  re fe r r i ng  to ,  5 

i s  a  2011 ob l iga t i on .  6 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    So you  can bo r row 7 

i n  12  to  cover  2011 ob l i ga t io ns?  8 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    You  know what?   10 

I 'm go ing  to  leave  tha t  to  those  who  a re  mo re  11 

know ledgeab le  i n  f inanc ia l  ways  o f  do ing  th ings .   12 

Bu t  I  a l so  know tha t  s ince  I ' ve  been  a  l eg i s la to r  13 

we  had  $50  m i l l i on  i n  the  opera t ing  budget  to  14 

take  care  o f  tax  cer ts .   So  i f  you  d idn ' t  w ant  to  15 

use fund  ba lance ,  cou ldn ' t  you  have budgete d  16 

aga in  th is  $50 m i l l i on  and  tha t  wou ld  have more  17 

than  taken  ca re  o f  t he  $43  m i l l i on  o f  tax  c e r t s?  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:   I f  I  cou ld  j us t  ro l l  back  19 

the  tape  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  20 

 When  the  budget  was be ing  prepared  las t  21 

year  and  the  dec is ion  was made  to  reques t  w hat  22 

was ca l l ed  a t  t he  t ime  t rans i t iona l  bo r rowi ng  to  23 

dea l  w i th  tax  ce r t io ra r i  payments ,  t he re  wa s  - -  24 

and Compt ro l l e r  Maragos reques ted  i t .   Ther e  was  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  103  Full Legislature – 6-18-12 

a  wr i t ten  ag reemen t  tha t  was  s igned by  the  county  2 

execut ive  and  I  be l i eve  Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  3 

Schmi t t ,  bu t  a t  the  t ime  M ino r i t y  Leader  Ya tau ro ,  4 

tha t  t he re  wou ld  be  bond ing  fo r  the  tax  5 

ce r t io ra r i s  i n  2011.   That ,  f o r  reasons bes t  6 

known to  her  - -  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That  i s  co r rec t .  8 

 MR.  MORONEY:     and the  de lega t ion ,  was 9 

wa lked  back  on .  10 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Mr .  Cha i rman,  tha t  i s  11 

a  gross  mis representa t ion  o f  wha t  - -  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  W ink .  13 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    Leg is la to r  Ya tauro  14 

sa id .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You aren ' t  16 

recogn ized .  17 

 LEGISLATOR WINK:    I n  po in t  o f  f ac t ,  18 

there  were  no  tax  ce r t s  b rough t  be fo re  th is  19 

l eg i s la tu re  i n  2011.   And wha t  she  ind ica te d  when 20 

we  autho r i zed  $40 mi l l ion  in  October  o f  201 0 ,  we  21 

ind i ca ted  a t  tha t  t ime ,  as  a  caucus ,  t ha t  we  22 

wou ld  cons ide r  and  rev iew tax  ce r t io ra r i  ma t te rs  23 

as  they  came to  us .   The  fac t  o f  t he  mat te r  i s  24 

th is  admin is t ra t ion  d id  no t  b r ing  them to  t h is  25 
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leg i s la tu re  un t i l  2012 .   Tha t ' s  why you ' re  i n  the  2 

s i tua t ion  you ' re  i n .   So  do  no t  represen t  M s .  3 

Ya tauro ' s  s ta temen ts  on  th is .   They  were  4 

abundant ly  c lea r ,  even  when they  were  be ing  5 

m is rep resented by  Mr .  Mangano  and h i s  peop l e  back  6 

i n  2010.  7 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I ' l l  s tand on  the  con ten ts  8 

o f  t he  l e t te r .  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You shou ld  have on ly  10 

been  as  n i ce  to  he r  when  she was  here .  11 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I ' l l  s tand on  the  con ten ts  12 

o f  t he  l e t te r  and le t  i t  speak  fo r  i t se l f .  13 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    I  wou ld  j us t  l i ke  14 

to  a lso  ask  a  ques t ion .  15 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I f  I  may jus t  comple te  the  16 

though t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Sure .  18 

 MR.  MORONEY:     There  was no  genera l  f und 19 

money budgeted fo r  pay ing  ce r t io ra r i s .   Whe the r  20 

i t ' s  Mr .  W ink 's  in te rp re ta t i on  o r  a  d i f f e re n t  21 

i n te rp re ta t i on  by  somebody  e l se ,  t he  fac t  o f  t he  22 

ma t te r  i s  tha t  when the  2011  budge t  was pas sed  23 

there  was no  in ten t i on  upon pay ing  tax  24 

ce r t io ra r i s  f rom the  genera l  f und.   S ince  t he  25 
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bo r row ing  d idn ' t  t ake  p lace ,  f o r  wha teve r  r eason ,  2 

under  whateve r  c i r cums tances  i t  d idn ' t  t ake  3 

p lace ,  t he re  now i s  money tha t  i s  owed  - -  t h a t  4 

was budgeted  to  be  pa id  ou t  o f  t he  2011 bud get  5 

fo r  tax  ce r t i o ra r i s  tha t  needs  to  be  pa id .   And 6 

I 'm no t  charac te r i z ing  a  vo te  fo r  o r  aga ins t  i t .   7 

I ’m no t  ge t t i ng  in to  the  po l i t i ca l  d iscuss i on  8 

tha t ' s  gone here  today  a t  a l l .   I 'm s imp ly  t ry ing  9 

to  ta l k  abou t  the  do l l a rs  and  cents  o f  i t .   So ,  10 

there fore ,  t ha t ' s  how you go  back  and you b ond  11 

ou t  to  cover  an  expense th rough 2011 .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    A l l  r i gh t .   Bu t  i s  13 

i t  no t  so  tha t  t he re  i s  $10 m i l l ion  s i t t ing  there  14 

i n  money  tha t  was a l loca ted  fo r  bond ing  in  2010 15 

exac t l y  fo r  t h i s  purpose?  16 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    A t  some po in t  there  was.   17 

I  remember  peop le  ta lked  abou t  14 .   That  mo ney  18 

has  been  reduced .   I  don ' t  know what 's  s i t t i ng  19 

there  r i gh t  now.  20 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    To  wha t?   As  o f  21 

th is  morn ing  i t ' s  seven.   Why  are  we  not  pa y ing  22 

tha t  down?   Tha t 's  bond ing  you  a l ready  have .   Why 23 

a re  we  not  hav ing  ou r  res iden ts  ge t  the i r  t ax  24 

re funds  i f  we  have  tha t  money  ava i lab le  fo r  them? 25 
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 MR.  NAUGHTON:    We l l ,  as  you  jus t  s ta ted ,  2 

i t  i s  down  to  seven so  we have  been mak ing  some 3 

paymen ts .  4 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Okay .   Here 's  my 5 

o the r  ques t i on .   Why  a re  we te l l ing  agenc ie s  6 

we ' re  cu t t ing  the i r  fund ing  i n  the  m idd le  o f  2012 7 

when  they ' re  in  mid-s t ream o f  p rog rams  fo r  8 

bond ing  i t ems  fo r  2011?  I  don ’ t  ge t  i t .  9 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    I  can ' t  address  tha t  10 

l e t te r .   I 'm  so r ry .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  N ico le l lo .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    But  t ha t  i s  t he  13 

b ig  ques t i on .  14 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    The scope o f  t he  15 

p rob lem here  or  the  scope o f  t he  bond ing  th a t ' s  16 

a t  i ssue  i sn ' t  j us t  the  $40 m i l l ion .   Do  yo u  17 

unders tand?  The  40  mi l l ion  i s  f o r  t he  j udg men ts .   18 

Bu t  there  are  se t t lements  and  re funds  due t ha t  19 

equa tes  to  what ,  $140 mi l l ion?  20 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    That  sounds abou t  r i gh t .   21 

I t ' s  a  b ig  number ,  yes .  22 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And tha t ' s  23 

separa te  and  apar t  f rom what  N IFA says  i s  6 0  24 

m i l l ion  or  so ,  g ive  or  t ake ,  t ha t  we  haven ' t  25 
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ach ieved  in  l abo r  sav ings .   Am I  r igh t  t her e?  2 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Yeah .   I  mean ,  the  sco re  3 

ca rd ,  no ,  wha t  N IFA says  we 've  ach ieved in  l abor  4 

sav ings  i t ' s  k ind  o f  a  separa te  issue.  5 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    What  they ' re  6 

say ing .  7 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    R igh t .   I  th i nk  they ' re  8 

p robab ly  a t  t he  80  to  90  m i l l i on  range .  9 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    So  when peop le  10 

say  you ge t  an  e igh t  m i l l i on  here ,  e igh t  mi l l i on  11 

there .   The scope o f  t h i s  p rob lem isn ' t  $8  12 

m i l l ion .  13 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Cor rec t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I t ' s  ove r  100 15 

m i l l ion  i f  you  l ook  a t  t he  tax  cer ts  a lone,  16 

r i gh t?  17 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Yes .  18 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    And there  isn ' t  -19 

-  we 've  cu t  hundreds  o f  mi l l i ons  o f  do l l a rs  f rom 20 

th is  budge t .   We 've  changed t he  way gove rnme nt 's  21 

do ing  th ings .   The re  s imp ly  i sn ' t  money ly i ng  22 

a round  out  t here ,  you can jus t  g rab  e igh t  m i l l ion  23 

and say  le t ' s  sh ip  i t  over  he re  and pay  the  youth  24 

agenc ies .   Am I  r i gh t  abou t  tha t?  25 
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 MR.  NAUGHTON:    You ' re  very  co r rec t  on  2 

tha t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    Or  i f  you  4 

i den t i f y  e igh t  m i l l i on ,  you s t i l l  have  130 5 

m i l l ion  to  go  fo r  the  res t  t he  who le .   I s  t ha t  6 

co r rec t?  7 

 MR.  NAUGHTON:    Yes .   We have  - -  t he  8 

p rob lem here  is  enormous .  9 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:    I t ' s  eno rmous.   I  10 

th ink  tha t  sums  i t  up .   Thank  you.  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Maur ice  a re  you he re?  12 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Maur ice  Cha lmers ,  Budget  13 

Rev iew.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Good  a f te rnoon .   Who  15 

i s  go ing  f i r s t  ove r  there?   Leg is la to r  Jaco bs.  16 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Yes .   Mr .  Cha lmers ,  17 

I  apprec ia te  you r  coming  up .   I  wou ld  l i ke  you r  18 

op in ion  on  what  we ' re  d i scuss ing  r igh t  now,  as  19 

fa r  as  the  43 .1  mi l l ion ,  as  fa r  as  wha t  we ' re  20 

go ing  to  have  le f t  as  a  ba lance,  i f  there  i s  21 

go ing  to  be  a  ba lance.   Wa lk  us  th rough s te p -by-22 

s tep  as  to  where  we are  and why we  can ' t  see m to  23 

do  any th ing  fo r  $8  m i l l i on .  24 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    The $43 mi l l i on ,  as  I  25 
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unders tand  i t ,  i s  the  recogn i t ion  o f  $43  mi l l i on  2 

fo r  tax  ce r t s  fo r  2011 .   Wha t  happens is  wh en 3 

they  pu t  t ha t  en t r y  in  the  u l t imate  resu l t  wou ld  4 

be  to  c rea te  a  negat ive  number ,  wh ich  w i l l  b e  5 

taken ou t  o f  the  fund ba lance .   That  number  has  6 

a l ready  been  pos ted  in  the  sys tem and has  r educed 7 

the  fund  ba lance  by  tha t  amoun t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Tha t  number  has  been 9 

pos ted  a l ready?  10 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Cor rec t .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Pend ing  the  vo te  12 

he re ,  co r rec t?  13 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Pend ing  the  vo te ,  yes .   14 

I f  t he  vo te  i s  a  nay ,  then  eve ry th ing  wou ld  have  15 

to  be  reve rsed.  16 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  i f  t he  en t r y  was 17 

made  a l ready ,  and we 've  seen  tha t  i t ' s  been  made  18 

a l ready ,  wha t  does  tha t  en t ry  be ing  made  mea n i f  19 

we  d idn ' t  vo te  - -  i f  vo t ing  i sn ' t  go ing  to  take  20 

p lace  un t i l  t oday?  21 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    We l l ,  the  compt ro l le r  i s  22 

say ing  tha t ' s  t he  way - -  t ha t ' s  the  ru les  th a t  23 

they  fo l low.   I  can ' t  rea l l y  say  why  they  d o  i t  24 

the  way they  do  i t ,  bu t  tha t ' s  t he  way  tha t  25 
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they 've  been  do ing  i t  fo r  a  wh i l e .   I t ' s  ju s t  the  2 

magn i tude o f  the  en t ry  i s  $43  mi l l ion .  3 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    So le t  me  ask  you  4 

th is .   When i t  was  exp la ined  to  me  about  th e  5 

ex t ra  money in  surp lus  and  the  fac t  tha t  i t ' s ,  6 

l i ke ,  92  m i l l ion  and  then 43  m i l l i on  remove d  f rom 7 

tha t  l eaves  the  ba lance o f  wha t  there  rea l l y  i s  8 

now.   What?   Is  i t  r ea l  o r  i s  i t  paper?  9 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    The $92 mi l l i on  is  wha t  10 

we  have in  rese rves ;  t ha t ' s  rea l  money .   Th e  43  11 

m i l l ion  is  j us t  an  en t ry  to  recogn ize  the  4 3  12 

m i l l ion  l i ab i l i t y  fo r  tax  ce r t s ,  wh ich  u l t i mate l y  13 

w i l l  be  taken  ou t  o f  t he  fund  ba lance.  14 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  t hen  you take  15 

the  92  m i l l i on  wh ich  i s  rea l  - -  16 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Cor rec t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Even i f  you ' re  18 

pos t ing  the  43  m i l l i on  - -  I  u nders tand  tha t  now.   19 

Thank you fo r  say ing  tha t  in  my language  - -  then  20 

you ' re  be ing  le f t  w i th  the  ba lance  f rom tha t .   21 

Okay .   So then tha t  ba lance,  can  you  con f i r m  them 22 

to  me tha t  t here  s t i l l  i s  a  ba lance o f  abou t  $40  23 

m i l l ion  or  a  l i t t l e  less?  24 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    There  w i l l  be  a  ba lance 25 
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o f  app rox ima te l y  $40  m i l l i on ,  yes .  2 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Can  you  exp la in  to  3 

me  why  $8  mi l l i on  can ' t  be  immed ia te ly  g ive n  to  4 

soc ia l  serv i ces  and s top  the  b leed ing  r i gh t  now?  5 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That 's  a  po l i cy  dec i s ion .  6 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Rea l l y?   That 's  wha t  7 

I  though t  when I  s ta r ted  ques t ion ing  be fore .  8 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That 's  a  po l i cy  i ssue.  9 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    But  t he  bo t tom l i ne  10 

i s  i t  cou ld  be .  11 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Yes .   Yes ,  i t  cou ld .  12 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    A l l  r igh t .   Thank  13 

you,  Mr .  Cha lmers .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    To  the  Cha i r ,  may 15 

I  go  w i th  Mr .  Cha lmers?  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mrs .  Jacobs are  you 17 

f i n i shed?  18 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    I 'm  sor ry .   I 'm  19 

f i n i shed .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Mr .  Cha lmers ,  I  22 

was - -  you  were  he re  when I  was  ask ing  ques t ions  23 

o f  Mr .  Moroney and  Mr .  Naugh ton.   The $43 m i l l ion  24 

tha t ' s  be ing  t rans fe r red  f rom the  t ra f f i c  a nd 25 
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pa rk ing  v io la t i ons  to  the  coun ty  t reasurer ,  o the r  2 

expense,  tha t  t rans fer ,  as  we  heard ,  i s  o f  m oney  3 

tha t  doesn ' t  ex i s t ,  bu t  i t ' s  be ing  ass igned  to  a  4 

d i f f e ren t  l i ne ,  I  guess  the  tax  ce r t  l ine .  5 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    The tax  ce r t  l ine  had a  6 

ze ro ,  ze ro  do l l a rs  i n  the  budget .   So  in  o r der  to  7 

pu t  the  $43 m i l l ion  as  an  ob l i ga t i on ,  the  w ay I  8 

unders tand  i t  i s  you  need to  c rea te  a  budge t  l ine  9 

o f  $43  m i l l i on ,  wh ich  is  wha t  th is  en t ry  do es ,  10 

bas i ca l l y .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And you jus t  12 

heard  tha t  Mr .  Moroney  and  I  guess  Mr .  Naug h ton 13 

sa id  and  tha t ' s  to  acknowledge  - -  i f  t he re ' s  no  14 

bond ing ,  t ha t ' s  to  acknowledge  tha t  tha t  $4 3  15 

m i l l ion  amoun t  wou ld  be  a  de f i c i t .  16 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Cor rec t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Mean ing  tha t  we 'd  18 

end 2011  in  a  de f i c i t .  19 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Cor rec t .   I  ag ree w i th  20 

tha t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  i f  we bo r row 22 

41  m i l l i on  i n  2012 ,  we  can  bo r row in  2012 a nd 23 

ass ign  tha t  bor row ing  to  2011  to  t ry  to  sho w no 24 

de f i c i t?  25 
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 MR.  CHALMERS:    That  I  am no t  su re  o f .   I  2 

don ' t  know how the  compt ro l l e r  wou ld  do  i t .   I  3 

be l i eve  the  books  were  c losed .   I  am not  su re  i f  4 

tha t  can  be  done .   Tha t ' s  a  q ues t i on  fo r  the  5 

compt ro l le r .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  i f  somehow 7 

th is  41  mi l l i on  cou ld  be  bor rowed be fo re  Ju ne 30  8 

and ass igned  towards  the  tax  cer ts  i n  2011 - -  9 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I  don ' t  be l i eve  you cou ld  10 

do  tha t ,  bu t  I  wou ld  p robab ly  de fe r  to  the  11 

compt ro l le r .   He 's  the  exper t .   He  cou ld  p r obab ly  12 

answer  the  ques t ion .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Then  why  e lse  14 

wou ld  we  be mov ing  tha t  43  now and  accep t in g  a  15 

de f i c i t  now?   And the  compt ro l le r  sa id  to  M s .  16 

DeRigg i  tha t  even though  we can ' t  use  cont in gency  17 

funds  f rom 2011  fo r  a  2012  expense ,  we  can use  18 

2012  bor rowed  money,  bond ing  fo r  2012 as  re venue  19 

in  2011,  and  then he  repea ted  the  same answ er  to  20 

Leg is la to r  Boswor th .   So  I 'm  th ink ing  there ' s  41  21 

m i l l ion  in  th is  $43 mi l l ion  de f i c i t ,  and  th i s  22 

who le  issue fo r  th is  bor rowing  m ight  be  jus t  t o  23 

say  we  c losed  11  b reakeven .  24 

 MR.  CHAMLERS:    I t  cou ld  be .   I f  t ha t ' s  25 
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what  he  sa id .   He ' s  the  exper t  on  the  accou n t ing  2 

ru les .   I  can ' t  rea l l y  d isag ree w i th  h im .  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Now le t  me  ask  4 

you th is ,  Mr .  Cha lmers .   You d id  a  s tudy  fo r  5 

myse l f  and  Leg is la to r  DeRigg i ,  where  we wer e  6 

concerned tha t  17  mi l l ion  was  be ing  taken o u t  o f  7 

cont ingency  when  con t ingency  fund on ly  show ed 13  8 

m i l l ion ,  and  tha t ' s  the  2011  con t ingency  fu nd.  9 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That  i s  the  ba lance o f ,  10 

yes ,  o f  tha t  account .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  wha t  you 12 

found,  cor rec t  me i f  I 'm  wrong .   You  found tha t  13 

the  ba lance o f  t ha t  cont ingency  fund  i s  13  14 

m i l l ion .  15 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Cor rec t .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And tha t ' s  rea l  17 

money,  as  opposed to  the  43  m i l l ion  tha t  was  jus t  18 

f i c t i t ious  money  tha t  we  moved  f rom t ra f f i c  and 19 

pa rk ing  to  o the r  expense .  20 

 MR.  CHALMERS:   I  t h ink  the  con fus ion  21 

ex is ts  because o f  the  way the  cont ingency  w orks .   22 

A  cont ingency  i s  no t  a  revenue  l ine ,  i t ' s  a n  23 

expense l i ne .   So i f  you  have  any  add i t i ona l  24 

pos t ings  aga ins t  i t ,  you 'd  be  c rea t i ng  anot her  25 
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de f i c i t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So when  3 

they  took  the  17  m i l l i on  ou t ,  tha t  17  mi l l i on  4 

tha t  we ' re  approv ing  today ,  i n  t rans fe rs ,  h as  5 

a l ready  been  ass igned.  6 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That 's  i nc luded in  the  - -  7 

tha t  ge ts  us  to  the  ne t  o f  13 .1 .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  i t  was  30  9 

m i l l ion  and now i t ' s  13 .1  because the  17  mi l l i on  10 

has  a l ready  been  t rans fe r red .  11 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I t  was  70 .3  m i l l ion ,  and  12 

now we  have 13  m i l l i on  l e f t ,  13 .1 .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And tha t ' s  rea l  14 

money.  15 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That  i s  an  au tho r i za t i on  16 

i n  the  budge t ,  yes .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So i f  t ha t  18 

i sn ' t  used  and 13  was le f t ,  i f  e igh t  was  us ed,  19 

f i ve  wou ld  be  l e f t ,  co r rec t?  20 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Yes .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  we ' re  us ing  22 

17  to  cove r  bas i ca l l y  overage  in ,  fo r  examp le ,  23 

over t ime  and  o ther  i tems .   Cor rec t?  24 

 MR.  CHALMERS:   Cor rec t .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  we  reduced a  2 

fund  tha t  s ta r ted ,  as  you sa id ,  in  the  70s ;  we 've  3 

reduced tha t  a l l  t he  way  down to  13 .1  to  co ver  4 

overage in  va r ious  budge t  i t ems,  cor rec t?  5 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I  th ink  I  know where  6 

you ' re  go ing  w i th  th is .   I f  you  used  - -  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Mr .  Cha lmers ,  I 'm 8 

no t  su re  tha t  you do .   But  i f  you  want  to  a nswer ,  9 

f i ne .  10 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I f  you  used the  e igh t  11 

m i l l ion ,  l e t ' s  say  ou t  o f  the  cont ingency ,  wha t  12 

wou ld  happen  is  you wou ld  c rea te  ano ther  e i gh t  13 

m i l l ion  gap.   That  e igh t  m i l l i on  cou ld  then  fa l l  14 

down .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We 'd  be  down  to  16 

f i ve .  17 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    To  the  fund ba lance,  yes .   18 

Bu t  tha t  wou ld  c rea te  a  de f i c i t  o f  e igh t  wh ich  19 

ac tua l l y  ea t  up  anothe r  e igh t  f rom the  fund  20 

ba lance.  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    What  d id  we say  22 

the  fund  ba lance  was  s ta r t ing  in  2012?  23 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    There ' s  abou t  $92 mi l l ion  24 

as  o f  r i gh t  now.  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    D idn ' t  we c rea te ,  2 

and take ,  and  reduce  tha t  fund  ba lance  when  we  3 

t rans fer red  th i s  17  mi l l ion?  4 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    The u l t ima te  goa l  - -  t he  5 

u l t ima te  resu l t  o f  t h i s  w i l l  be  a  $43 mi l l i on  h i t  6 

to  2011.  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .   But  t he  17  8 

m i l l ion  t rans fe r  t ha t  I 'm ask ing  you  about ,  9 

wasn ' t  t ha t  a  h i t  to  the  fund  ba lance too? 10 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Tak ing  eve ry th ing  in to  11 

accoun t ,  t hey  a l ready  accoun ted fo r  the  sur p lus  12 

o f  13  mi l l ion .   That 's  how they  ge t  to  bas i ca l l y  13 

ze ro ,  and then the  tax  cer t ,  t he  recogn i t io n  o f  14 

the  tax  ce r t  i s  the  on ly  i tem tha t  w i l l  red uce  15 

the  fund  ba lance .   But  t hey  a l ready  took  th e  16 

bene f i t  o f  t h is  13  m i l l i on .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    In  wha t?   Where  18 

d id  they  take  the  bene f i t  o f  t he  13  mi l l ion ?  19 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    In  the  bo t tom  l i ne .   They  20 

have  a  surp lus  o f  13  m i l l i on  i n  tha t  par t i c u la r  21 

l i ne  i tem.  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wasn ' t  i t  la rger  23 

when  they  f i r s t  d id  the  budge t  fo r  12?   Hav en ' t  24 

we  jus t  reduced  tha t  f und ba lance fo r  the  e nd o f  25 
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2011  by  17  m i l l i on  i f  we  au tho r i zed th is  tod ay ,  2 

even  though i t  was  a l ready  taken ,  apparent l y?  3 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    A l l  o f  i t  i s  go ing  to  be  4 

$43 mi l l ion .   The en t i re  th ing ,  yes .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  the  bo t tom 6 

l i ne  i s  th is .   I f  we  bor row $41 mi l l ion  tod ay ,  we 7 

can ass ign  tha t  to  2011?  8 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I  d id  no t  th ink  you cou ld  9 

do  i t .   Bu t  i f  t he  compt ro l l e r  sa id  you can ,  I  10 

can ' t  speak  fo r  the  compt ro l l e r .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Can you exp la in  12 

any  reason  why we can ' t  use  rea l  money  f rom  2011  13 

fo r  cont rac t  agenc ies  in  2012  bu t  we  can  us ed 14 

bo r rowed  money in  2012  to  book  i t  in  2011 t o  show 15 

tha t  we don ' t  have  a  de f ic i t ?  16 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I  rea l l y  can ' t  exp la in  17 

tha t .   I f  they ' re  say ing  tha t  we  can  move t he  18 

money,  maybe  we  can.   Bu t  aga in ,  t ha t ' s  p ro bab ly  19 

a  ques t ion  fo r  t he  compt ro l l e r  on  whethe r  he  20 

wou ld  a l low tha t  en t ry  to  take  p lace .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Does  the  22 

compt ro l le r  wan t  to  e labora te  on  tha t?    I  see  23 

F rank  is  s t i l l  here .   Mr .  Moroney is  s t i l l  here .  24 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I  t h ink  the  - -  I  th ink  25 
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what 's  be ing  los t  he re  i n  th i s  d iscuss ion  wh ere  2 

we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  accoun t ing  ru les  and  yo u ' re  3 

ta lk ing  abou t  po l i cy  expend i tu res ,  t hey  rea l l y  4 

don ' t  connec t  w i th  each o the r .   That  sa id ,  we 5 

have  to  make  a  commi tmen t  to  res to re  tha t  f und  6 

ba lance,  t ha t  un rese rved  fund  ba lance,  i n  o rde r  7 

to  main ta in  our  bond  ra t ing .   And we  have to  do  8 

tha t .   So  tha t  money  w i l l  have  to  be  res tor ed .  9 

 I n  answer  to  you r  ques t i on ,  why can ' t  you  10 

use 2012  money,  i s  when you do  use  2012 mon ey,  11 

you have  to  use  tha t  2012 money to  res to re  tha t  12 

fund  ba lance .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  we ' re  14 

bo r row ing  in  2012 - -  t he re 's  been a  request  to  15 

bo r row 41 mi l l i on  in  2012 and  tha t  money  wo u ld  be  16 

ass igned  as  revenue in  2011,  so  tha t  mag ic  number  17 

o f  43  mi l l ion  sudden ly  i sn ' t  a  de f ic i t  anym ore ,  18 

co r rec t?  19 

 MR.  MORONEY:    No.   What  happens  i s  tha t  20 

the  money tha t  ge ts  pa id  ou t  o f  the  2011  bu dge t  21 

fo r  these expenses  has  to  come f rom somewhe re .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  i t  cou ld  come 23 

f rom 2012 bo r rowed  money?  24 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I t  cou ld  come f rom 2012  25 
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bo r rowed  money.   I t  has  to  come f rom somewh ere .   2 

And we  have spoken  w i th  ou r  aud i to rs ;  they ' ve  3 

kept  t he  books  open fo r  as  l ong as  they  pos s ib ly  4 

can in  o rder  to  make  sure  tha t  we can squee ze ou t  5 

every  do l l a r  we  can to  cover  wha teve r  de f ic i t  6 

there ' s  go ing  to  be  fo r  2011  w i thout  hav ing  to  7 

d ip  in to  tha t  un rese rved  ba lance .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  my  concern  i s  9 

tha t  a l l  o f  t h i s ,  th is  who le  $41  m i l l i on  ma g ica l  10 

number ,  i s  t o  t r y  to  ge t  bor rowed money in  12  to  11 

show tha t  11  c losed w i thou t  a  de f i c i t .  12 

 MR.  MORONEY:   I f  you  bor rowed  the  money 13 

necessary  to  pay  these  judgmen ts  i n  2012 ,  w e  14 

wou ld  a l low tha t  t o  be  counted  towards  the  money  15 

tha t  was  budgeted in  2011 fo r  pu rposes  o f  16 

ba lanc ing  the  2011  budge t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  t ha t ' s  an  18 

un rea l  ba lance.   Tha t ' s  bo r rowed  money  f rom  12  19 

be ing  coun ted  as  revenue  in  11 .  20 

 MR.  MORONEY:    I t  i s  how you  t rea t  t he  21 

revenue.   And  the  revenue can  be  t rea ted  th a t  22 

way.  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  have  to  ag ree 24 

w i th  Leg is la to r  Wh i t ton  then .   I f  we ' re  go i ng  to  25 
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bo r row in  2012 to  coun t  i t  as  revenue in  11 ,  we 2 

can use rea l  money  in  11  toward  an  ob l iga t i o n  in  3 

2012 .  4 

 MR.  MORONEY:    You  have to  have tha t  5 

money in  the  2012 budget ,  however .    6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We d id  when we  7 

en te red  in to  con t rac ts  w i th  everyone .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Leg is la to r  9 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton  and then  I 'm  go ing  to  ca l l  t he  10 

ques t ion .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Thank you.   12 

I  jus t  wan t  to  recap  jus t  so  tha t  we ' re  c le a r .  13 

 There  was a  $13  mi l l ion  ba lance in  the  14 

cont ingency  budget ,  co r rec t?  15 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    There  is .   Yes .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    That 's  rea l  17 

money?  18 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Yes .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    We cou ld  go  20 

and do  wha tever  we  wan ted to  do  w i th  tha t  $ 13 21 

m i l l ion ,  okay?  So  I  wan t  eve ryone  in  th is  room 22 

to  c lear ly  hear  tha t ,  tha t  t he re  i s  13  m i l l i on  23 

ava i lab le  - -  and  I  have the  a ccoun t  number  - -  24 

tha t  shou ld  take  care  o f  t oday 's  i ssue .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I s  t ha t  t rue ,  Mr .  2 

Cha lmers?  3 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    The fac t  4 

tha t  i t ' s  d i sc re t i onary  means  tha t  t hey ' re  do ing  5 

exac t l y  what  we 've  accused  them o f ,  wh ich  i s  6 

p lay ing  on  ou r  hea r t s t r i ngs  by  ta l k ing  abou t  our  7 

ch i l d ren .   I t  r eminds  me  o f  a lmost  l i ke  an  ug ly  8 

d i vo rce  where  the  k ids  ge t  i nvo l ved,  and  i t  9 

rea l l y  shou ld  neve r  happen .   And  I 'm  rea l l y  10 

embar rassed to  see  tha t  i t ' s  s tooped  to  th i s  11 

l eve l  to  sca re  our  c i t i zens  - -  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I s  t he re  a  ques t ion  13 

he re?  14 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    when  i t ' s  15 

d i sc re t i onary .   My  ques t ion  i s  t h i s :   Wi th  m ov ing  16 

the  41  m i l l i on  f rom the  91  m i l l i on  tha t  we have 17 

le f tover ,  the  t rans fer  we jus t  d id ,  the  42  18 

m i l l ion ,  f o r  now you ' re  go ing  to  be  mov ing  tha t  19 

f rom the  91  m i l l ion ,  cor rec t?  20 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Cor rec t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Dav id ,  22 

l i s ten .   He ' s  mov ing  i t  f r om the  91  and you ' re  23 

tak ing  42  f rom the  91 .   What  does  tha t  do  t o  our  24 

bond  ra t ing?  25 
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 MR.  CHALMERS:    I t ' s  p robab ly  go ing  to  2 

hu r t  our  bond  ra t i ng .   I  can ' t  say  fo r  sure .   Bu t  3 

what  you  a re  do ing  i s  ea t i ng  away a t  t he  fu nd 4 

ba lance.   You  a re  bas i ca l l y  cu t t ing  i t  i n  h a l f .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Now,  you ' re  6 

w i l l ing  to  do  tha t  f o r  t he  41  mi l l ion .   You ' re  7 

w i l l ing  to  take  tha t  ou t  o f  ou r  91  m i l l i on  - -  8 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I 'm no t  w i l l i ng  to  do  i t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I t ' s  j us t  10 

anothe r  way o f  showing  where  we cou ld  ge t  t h is  11 

e igh t  mi l l ion .   You won ' t  take  e igh t  m i l l io n  ou t  12 

o f  t he  91  because you ' re  concerned  about  th e  bond 13 

ra t i ng .  14 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I 'm no t  tak ing  any th ing  15 

ou t  o f  anywhere .   Th is  i s  a  po l i cy  dec is ion .   16 

Th is  i s  the  admin i s t ra t i on ,  no t  me .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Bu t  what  18 

you ' re  ask ing  us  to  do  w i th  th is  t rans fe r ,  wh ich  19 

m igh t  have  a l ready  happened,  I  don ' t  even k now,  20 

cou ld  s t i l l  a f fec t  our  bond ra t i ng  j us t  as  i f  we  21 

took  the  e igh t  m i l l i on  ou t  o f  there ,  cor rec t?  22 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Yes .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    In  my 24 

op in ion ,  t ha t  a l so  shows  tha t  tak ing  the  e i gh t  25 
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m i l l ion  ou t  o f  91  mi l l ion  is  moo t .  2 

 One las t  ques t i on .   What  a re  you  3 

budget ing  fo r  2012  fo r  t he  tax  cer ts?  4 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I  be l i eve  the  budget  i s  5 

75  m i l l i on .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    So  we have  7 

75  m i l l i on  i n  tha t  account  r i gh t  now?  8 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Yes .   In  au tho r i ty .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    We have 75  10 

m i l l ion  in  a  tax  cer t  accoun t  as  o f  today .  11 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    Yes ,  we do .   Tha t ' s  what  12 

was budgeted  fo r  2012.  13 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    We don ' t  14 

know i f  we ' re  go ing  to  need the  fu l l  75  mi l l ion .  15 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I  w i l l  say  we  probab ly  16 

w i l l  need i t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    Bu t  we  18 

don ' t  know ye t .   Ye t  we have  40  mi l l ion  tha t ' s  19 

a l ready  owed .   Why  don ' t  - -  I  don ' t  unders ta nd  20 

why we ' re  no t  us ing  tha t  money  to  c lea r  up  our  21 

debts .  22 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    The 41  m i l l i on  i s  23 

spec i f i c  t o  2011 ;  the  75  wou ld  be  fo r  2012.  24 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    You know 25 
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what?   I t ' s  rea l l y  i n te res t i ng  how somet ime s  we 2 

can go  back  to  2011 and somet imes we  can ' t .   I  3 

f i nd  i t  ve ry ,  ve ry  con fus ing ,  as  fa r  as  whe n  we 4 

can and when  we  can ' t .   I  f i nd  i t  ve ry  5 

d i sc re t i onary .   We have 75  m i l l i on  i n  the  a ccoun t  6 

fo r  tax  ce r t s  r i gh t  now,  cor rec t?  7 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That 's  wha t ' s  inc luded  in  8 

the  budget ,  yes .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    And one 10 

o the r  ques t i on .   I t  was  ment ioned tha t  we a re  11 

pay ing  down some tax  cer ts .   We are  pay ing  them 12 

r i gh t  now.  13 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I  be l i eve  the  bond  14 

p roceeds  a re  down to  $7 .5  mi l l ion  f rom 14 15 

m i l l ion .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    R igh t .   I t  17 

was someth ing  l i ke  tha t .   Who  are  we  pay ing ?  18 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    I  cou ld  ge t  t ha t  de ta i l  19 

fo r  you.  20 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    How do  we 21 

dec ide  who  we  pay  and who we  don ' t  pay?  22 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    That  happens  in  the  23 

t r easu re r ' s  o f f i ce .   But  we c ou ld  ge t  the  de ta i l             24 

fo r  you.   25 
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 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I  wou ld  2 

rea l l y  l i ke  to  see  a  c lear  l i s t  o f  who  has  been 3 

pa id  and  who  hasn ' t  been  pa id ,  and  i f  there  is  4 

any  exp lanat ion  as  to  why.  5 

 MR.  CHALMERS:    We ' l l  ge t  you  tha t  6 

i n fo rmat ion .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI -WHITTON:    I 'm done .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I ’m go ing  to  ca l l  the  9 

ques t ion .   Denn is  i s  here ,  ve ry  good .  10 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  I t em Number  28  - -  11 

what?   A l l  t hose  in  favo r  o f  I tem Number  28  12 

p lease  s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  13 

 (Aye . )  14 

 Any  opposed?  15 

 (Nay . )  16 

 Le t  the  reco rd  show tha t  t he  i tem ca r r ies  17 

w i th  10  vo tes  f rom the  major i t y  and e igh t  18 

nega t i ve  vo tes  f rom the  mino r i ty .  19 

 Mr .  Moroney and  - -  you ' re  gon e  a l ready .   20 

Thank you.  21 

 Next  i tem is  I t em Number  27 ,  wh ich  i s  a  22 

reso lu t i on  to  au thor ize  the  t rans fer  o f  23 

approp r ia t ions  here to fore  made  w i th in  the  b udget  24 

fo r  the  year  2012.  25 
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 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 2 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  4 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  - -  who  sa id  tha t?   5 

Leg is la to r  Dunne .   Welcome back ,  Denn is .  6 

 I f  you  w ish  to  go  to  the  back  wh i l e  th is  7 

i s  go ing  on ,  you  a re  cer ta in l y  encouraged t o  do  8 

so .  9 

 I  can ' t  see  ou t  there  tha t  f a r ,  I 'm 10 

so r ry .   Cou ld  you iden t i f y  you rse l f?  11 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Tom Delaney ,  Nassau  County  12 

OEM.  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Oh .   How a re  you ,  14 

Tom? 15 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Very  good ,  s i r .   16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Wou ld  you  te l l  us  17 

what  th i s  i s ,  p lease?  18 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Th i s  i s  a  boa rd  t rans fe r  19 

so  tha t  we  can move mon ies  f rom two o f  our  20 

home land  secu r i t y  g ran ts ,  those be ing  some o lder  21 

mon ies  tha t  a re  soon  to  exp i re ,  le t ' s  say ,  f rom a  22 

BB l ine  in to  a  DD l i ne .   Th i s  i s  so  tha t  we  can 23 

pu rchase  an  emergency  no t i f i ca t i on  serv i ce  fo r  a  24 

one-pr ice-pays -a l l ,  fo r  a  one -year  subsc r ip t ion .   25 
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The pu rchase  w i l l  be  o f f  o f  s ta te  cont rac t .   I t  2 

can be  used by  any  depar tmen t  w i thou t  any  3 

add i t i ona l  cos t  to  the  County ,  so  i t  w i l l  b e  100  4 

pe rcen t  g ran t  f unded .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  regard less  o f  t he  6 

number  o f  t imes  - -  t h i s  i s  th e  Swi f t  Reach 7 

P rog ram,  r igh t?  8 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Wel l ,  we are  go ing  to  use  9 

Sw i f t  Reach a t  t h i s  t ime  fo r  i t .   That ' s  no t  t o  10 

say  what  i t  w i l l  be  nex t  yea r  a f te r  th is .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  unders tand .  12 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Cur ren t ly ,  yes ,  s i r .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  the  emergency  14 

management  no t i f i ca t ion  tha t  ex i s t s ,  under  t h i s  -15 

-  under  th is  t rans fe r ,  as  man y  t imes  as  tha t  i s  16 

used  the re  w i l l  be  no  charge  to  the  coun ty .  17 

 MR.  DELANEY:    The re  w i l l  be  no  18 

add i t i ona l  charge,  t ha t ' s  co r rec t .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  the re ' s  o ther  20 

l eg i s la t ion  tha t ' s  i n  f ron t  o f  us  today  on  p ub l i c  21 

no t i f i ca t i on  o f  pes t ic ide  sp ray ing  w i th  the  West  22 

N i les  v i rus  - -  so  assuming  tha t  tha t  passes ,  23 

wh ich  I  am ve ry  hope fu l  tha t  i t  w i l l ,  we  ca n  24 

expect  a  much  h igher  use  o f  t he  Sw i f t  Reach  25 
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Prog ram th is  yea r  than  we had  las t ,  i sn ' t  t ha t  2 

co r rec t?  3 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Cou ld  very  we l l  be  the  4 

case .   Yes ,  s i r .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Anybody have  any  6 

ques t ions?  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Yes .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  had  asked a t  10 

the  las t  mee t ing ,  unders tand ing  as  Mr .  Schmi t t  11 

j us t  e labo ra ted  on ,  tha t  t h i s  goes  to  a  one -12 

p r ice ,  un l im i ted  use ,  co r rec t?  13 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Yes .   Tha t ' s  r i gh t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    In  the  pas t  15 

mean ing  2012  un t i l  now,  2011 ,  we  were  charg ed 16 

pe r - t ime  us ing  the  sys tem,  co r rec t?  17 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Tha t ' s  co r rec t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  asked you - -  by  19 

the  way,  t hanks  fo r  be ing  he re ,  Tom.   I  ask ed you 20 

o r  you r  o f f i ce  i f  you  cou ld  p rov ide  the  21 

l eg i s la tu re  w i th  how many t imes the  sys tem was  22 

used  in  2011  and  2012,  the  da tes  fo r  t he  us e  and  23 

the  pu rpose fo r  the  use as  we l l  as  the  cos t .   24 

Have  you  tha t  i n fo rmat ion?  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  130  Full Legislature – 6-18-12 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Yes ,  s i r .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Do  you  have 3 

cop ies  fo r  everyone or?  4 

 MR.  DELANEY:    The re 's  one  fu l l  copy  5 

he re .   I f  you  wou ld  l i ke ,  I ' l l  t ake  th is  ba ck  to  6 

the  o f f i ce ,  I ' l l  scan i t  i n  a nd we  can  e -ma i l  7 

everybody.  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .  I ' d  l i ke  to  9 

take  the  copy  and make  sure  tha t  t he  l eg is l a tu re  10 

has  tha t .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Scann ing  i t  in  and  e -12 

ma i l ing  i t  i s  qu i te  su f f i c ien t ,  thank  you.  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Le t  m e  see  i t  now 14 

so  I  can  a t  l eas t  ask  you a  ques t ion  about  i t ,  i f  15 

tha t ' s  okay .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ho ld  on .    17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t ' s  no t  h is  on l y  18 

copy .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I s  t ha t  your  on l y  20 

copy?  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You sa id  you  made 22 

a  copy .   Th i s  i s  a  copy .  23 

 MR.  DELANEY:    These  a re  cop ies  we  pu l led  24 

down  f rom the  vendor 's  webs i te ,  de ta i l ed  b i l l i ng  25 
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tha t ' s  ava i l ab le .   We can ge t  cop ies  aga in  i f  we  2 

need  to .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yeah ,  bu t  we  got  - -  4 

one leg i s la to r ' s  go ing  to  have  paperwork  an d  5 

cop ies  to  re fe r  to  and  eve rybody  e lse  is  in  the  6 

da rk ,  tha t ' s  no t  accep tab le .   He  cou ld  ask  you  7 

ques t ions ,  you can  re fe r  t o  the  paperwork ,  o r  8 

we ' re  go ing  to  have to  - -  we ' re  go ing  to  hav e to  9 

l e t  th is  go  un t i l  you  can ge t  the  cop ies .  10 

 MR.  DELANEY:    The  one  th ing ,  though .   11 

Th is  b i l l i ng  pe r ta ins  to  ano ther  i ssue ,  as  12 

opposed to  what  th is  boa rd  t rans fe r  i s  13 

address ing .   Th i s  b i l l i ng  is  f o r  p rev ious  t h ings  14 

tha t  Swi f t  Reach  has  done.   Th is  b i l l i ng  r i g h t  15 

now - -  excuse  me  - -  board  t rans fer  now i s  16 

i n tended  to  save  the  county  a  subs tan t ia l  a mount  17 

o f  money  eve ry  yea r .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  tha t  i n fo rmat ion  19 

has  no  bear ing  on  th is .  20 

 MR.  DELANEY:    No,  s i r .   I t  does  no t .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t  does  n o t .   Okay .   22 

Then  we can move  on.   You can  scan  - -  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Pe te r ,  i t  was  24 

s t i l l  my  ques t ions .  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    He  jus t  t o ld  you  - -  2 

he  j us t  tes t i f i ed  tha t  i t  has  no  bear ing  to  what  3 

i s  i n  f ron t  o f  us .   There fore  - -  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That  wasn ' t  my  5 

ques t ion .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    your  ques t ion  w i l l  be  7 

ou t  o f  o rder .  8 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    That  i s  what  you  9 

made  up.  10 

 Tom,  the  reason  why you ' re  say ing  tha t  11 

th is  has  no  bear ing  - -  we ' re  pay ing  one - -  w i th  12 

a l l  due respec t ,  we ' re  pay ing  one pr ice  now,  13 

wh ich  is  wha t?  14 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Wha t  we ' re  pay ing  r igh t  15 

now - -  i t ' s  se t  up  th i s  way.  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    No .   I  17 

unders tand .   I t ' s  pe r  use ,  r i gh t?  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Le t  h im answer  the  19 

ques t ion .   I ' d  l i ke  to  know how i t ' s  se t  up .  20 

 MR.  DELANEY:    I ' d  be  g lad  to  exp la in  i t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You shou ld 've  22 

l i s tened  las t  week .  23 

 MR.  DELANEY:    We ' re  us ing  g ran t  f unds  24 

and we ' re  us ing  genera l  funds  to  pay  fo r  th i s  25 
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se rv ice .   We subsc r ibe  to  two  DS3 c i rcu i ts  tha t  2 

the  prov ider  has  ded ica ted  to  us .   Each one  o f  3 

those c i rcu i t s  i s  capab le  o f  670 -some-odd 4 

concur ren t  ca l l s .   The  cha rge  fo r  those is  5 

$10,000 a  mon th .   I  can  pay  fo r  those ou t  o f  my 6 

g ran t  funds .   Fo r  any  opera t i ona l  charges ,  7 

however ,  t ha t  i s  no t  covered  the  way  we hav e  th i s  8 

a rch i tec ted  as  the  moment .   Those have  to  c ome 9 

ou t  o f  t he  genera l  f und.   And  i f  we ' re  fo r t una te  10 

enough  tha t  we have a  dec la ra t ion ,  yes ,  we ' l l  ge t  11 

re imbursemen t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I f  we  vo te  fo r  13 

th is ,  th is  annua l  cos t  w i l l  be  wha t?  14 

 MR.  DELANEY:    $295,000 a  yea r .  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Cor rec t .   And 16 

what  d id  we spend las t  yea r?  17 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Le t ' s  see .   I rene  was  l i ke  18 

140,000-someth ing  i t se l f .   The re  was  $120,0 00 in  19 

the  annua l  subsc r ip t ion  charge .   Snow event s  and  20 

th ings  l i ke  tha t .   I t  does  va ry ,  you ' re  21 

abso lu te ly  r i gh t .   You  don ' t  know whethe r  y ou ' re  22 

go ing  to  w in  or  lose .   But  t he  bo t tom l i ne  i s  23 

th is  i s  100 percen t  funded  by  gran ts .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Th i s  year ,  25 
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we  used the  sys tem to  da te  r i gh t  now,  co r re c t?   2 

Up  unt i l  - -  3 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Yes .   Yes .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    we 've  used  the  5 

sys tem.   Can  you  th ink  o f  - -  we used  i t  - -  w ere  6 

there  any  snow emergenc ies  tha t  we  used i t  f o r?  7 

 MR.  DELANEY:   Fo r  th is  pas t  year ,  8 

fo r tunate l y  no .   We d idn ' t  ge t  any  snow.  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  in  2012  - -  10 

I rene was 11 ,  co r rec t?  11 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Tha t  was the  b ig  one.   12 

That 's  r igh t .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  wha t  d id  we  14 

use i t  f o r  i n  12?  15 

 MR.  DELANEY:    I t  was  used  fo r  16 

no t i f i ca t i ons  to  res iden ts  when Town Ha l l  17 

meet ings  were  go ing  to  take  p lace .   Aga in ,  t hose  18 

came out  o f  genera l  funds  to  pay  fo r  t ha t .  19 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    What  about  fo r  - -  20 

when  you  say  Town Ha l l  mee t ings ,  was  tha t  T own  21 

Ha l l  mee t ings  abou t  the  po l i ce  conso l i da t io n?  22 

 MR.  DELANEY:    The re  were  ca l l s  tha t  were  23 

used  fo r  t ha t  pu rpose,  o r  was  used  fo r  t ha t  24 

pu rpose.   I 'm  aware .   I  read  the  newspapers .   25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  135  Full Legislature – 6-18-12 

Yes.  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    What  e lse  as ide  3 

f rom po l ice  conso l ida t ions?   4 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Those  were  the  two ma in  5 

th ings  - -  Town  Ha l l  meet ings  and  those  ca l l s  f o r  6 

those announcements .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    What  Town Ha l l  8 

meet ings  then? 9 

 MR.  DELANEY:    These  were  th ings  tha t  - -  10 

i n i t ia t i ves  tha t  t he  county  exec  car r i ed  ou t ,  to  11 

meet  w i th  loca l  mun ic ipa l i t i es  and  loca l  a r eas  on  12 

a  smal le r  bas is .  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And g ran t  money 14 

was ab le  to  be  used fo r  tha t  o r  no?  15 

 MR.  DELANEY:    No,  s i r .   Th i s  was a l l  16 

pa id  fo r  ou t  o f  genera l  funds .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  we  d idn ' t  use  18 

g ran t  money fo r  those - -  f o r  t he  communi ty  - -  I 'm 19 

so r ry ,  t he  Town Ha l l  mee t ings  or  t he  po l i ce  20 

p rec inc t  phone ca l l s?  21 

 MR.  DELANEY:   Cur ren t l y ,  g ran t  money  was  22 

on ly  used to  pay  fo r  subsc r ip t ions  fo r  t he  two  23 

DS-3  c i r cu i t s .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   And  the  25 
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i t ems tha t  you a re  go ing  to  p rov ide  to  us  w ou ld  2 

say  what  the  sub jec t  mat te r  o f  t he  ca l l s  we re?  3 

 MR.  DELANEY:    I f  you  look  i n  there  i t  4 

w i l l  ac tua l l y  have  some in fo rmat ion  on  each  one 5 

o f  t he  campa igns ,  what  i t  was  fo r .  6 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   So 7 

pub l ishe r  o f  leader  ag rees  w i th  Mangano com mun i t y  8 

po l i c i ng  o r  Newsday  ag rees  w i th   Mangano  9 

commun i t y  po l i c i ng ,  so  we used  th i s  sys tem to  10 

make  ca l l s  t o  say  someth ing  on  communi ty  po l i c ing  11 

i n  agreement  w i th  Mangano?  12 

 MR.  DELANEY:   Th is  i s  what  I ' ve  read  in  13 

the  newspaper .   Yes ,  s i r .  14 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And tha t  was  no t  15 

g ran t  fund ,  t ha t  was  genera l  f und.  16 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Tha t ' s  r i gh t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  tha t  was money 18 

we  cou ld 've  used  e lsewhere .   Okay .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Does  tha t  have  any  20 

bear ing  on  what ' s  in  f ron t  o f  us?  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We l l ,  there  are  22 

peop le  who  want  $8  m i l l i on  ou t  here  and we ' r e  23 

mak ing  phone  ca l l s  about  whe ther  Newsday  ag r ees  24 

w i th  - -  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We a l l  r ead the  2 

newspapers .   The  county  execu t ive  makes - -  3 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And Tom does  a  4 

g rea t  job  on  emergency  management .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The count y  execu t i ve  6 

- -  no t  t he  coun ty  leg i s la tu re  - -  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  don ' t  want  the  8 

sys tem be ing  misused .   I  t h ink  tha t  - -  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You ' re  imposs ib le ,  10 

Mr .  Denenberg .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  th ink  tha t  has  12 

bear ing .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Don ' t  le t  the  fac ts  14 

s tand in  the  way .  15 

 The coun ty  execu t i ve  i s  in  power  to  make  16 

those dec i s ions  and to  make those a l loca t io ns .   17 

You 've  taken  i t  up  w i th  h im.   You ' ve  - -  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t  bo the rs  me i f  19 

genera l  funds  a re  be ing  used  tha t  way.  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You have  a  vo te  - -  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Obv ious l y  i t  22 

doesn ' t  bo the r  you .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    use  i t .  24 

 Okay .   Anybody e lse?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Thank  you,  Mr .  2 

Reyno lds .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Boswor th .  4 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Thank you .   So 5 

he re 's  the  concern .   Cer ta in l y ,  to  have the  6 

ab i l i t y  to  do  these ca l l s  and  have  a  one- t im e 7 

expense so  tha t  i f  t he re  i s  a  hu r r icane,  i f  there  8 

a re  f l ood ing  s i t ua t i ons ,  i f  t here  are  emerg ency  9 

s i tua t ions ,  no t i f i ca t i on  o f  sp ray ing ,  a l l  o f  10 

those are  wonder fu l  reasons to  con tac t  t he  11 

res idents  o f  ou r  county .   My  concern  i s  i f  we 12 

have  th i s  sys tem and  the re  a re  un l im i ted  ca l l s ,  13 

a re  there  any  sa feguards  i n  p lace  so  tha t  t hese 14 

ca l l s  w i l l  no t  be  used  in  a  pa r t i san  way?  15 

 MR.  DELANEY:    To  g i ve  you  a  f la t  answer  16 

to  tha t ,  no ,  the re  a re  no  sa feguards ,  pe r  s ay .   I  17 

cannot  con t ro l  how the  sys tem wou ld  be  used ,  18 

espec ia l l y  once  we  g ive  the  p r iv i l eges  to  o the r  19 

depar tments ,  you  know,  when they  use  i t .   S o  I  20 

cannot  con t ro l  t ha t .    21 

 I  can  on ly  te l l  you  th is .   I f  we  take  and 22 

pu rchase  th i s  us ing  ou r  g ran t  funds ,  wha t  w e 've  23 

done  i s  bu i l t  a  capab i l i t y  t o  no t i f y  our  c i t i zens  24 

i n  the  event  o f  an  emergency ,  when  they  wou ld  25 
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need  to  evacuate .   We have  then sa t i s f ied  w hat  2 

ou r  inves tmen t  j us t i f i ca t i ons  are  fo r  tha t  g ran t .   3 

What  we do  beyond tha t ,  though ,  the  fede ra l  4 

gove rnment  does  no t  have  concern  w i th .   So we 5 

wou ld  no t  be  v io la t i ng  any  federa l  po l i c ies  as  6 

l ong  as  we  have  es tab l i shed the  capab i l i t y  7 

i n tended .  8 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    And  I  app rec ia te  9 

tha t .   And  I  t h ink  to  have  a  sys tem in  p lace  tha t  10 

can no t i f y  ou r  res iden ts  i n  t ime  o f  emergen cy  is  11 

i nva luab le .   Bu t  I  t h ink  you  can  a lso  under s tand  12 

why i t  wou ld  be  o f  concern  to  me  i f  there 's  13 

no th ing  s t ipu la ted  i n  the  - -  as  we  s ta r t  us i ng  14 

th is  sys tem,  tha t  wou ld  say  tha t  t hese  ca l l s  can  15 

on ly  be  made  in  those k inds  o f  c i r cums tance s ,  to  16 

no t i f y  f o r  sp ray ing ,  f lood ing ,  hur r i canes ,  17 

evacua t ions ,  a l l  very  va luab le  reasons  to  u se  18 

th is  sys tem.   Bu t  to  use  th i s  sys tem in  a  19 

pa r t i san  way ,  wh ich  you ' re  say ing  you can ' t  20 

cont ro l  i t ,  tha t  i s  o f  g rea t  concern  to  me 21 

because I  don ' t  th ink  any th ing  tha t ' s  be ing  done  22 

in  governmen t  can have  a  par t i san  use.   Tha t 's  23 

j us t  my be l i e f .   You  can ' t  op ine  on  tha t .  24 

 MR.  DELANEY:   I  can ' t  respond  to  tha t  25 
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o the r  than  jus t  say ing  wha t  I ' ve  sa id ,  t ha t  I  2 

cannot  s top  tha t  usage .  3 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    I t  i s  poss ib le  to  4 

have  i t  wr i t t en  in to  th i s  con t rac t  o r  po l i c y  tha t  5 

i t  canno t  be  used fo r  pa r t i san  uses?  6 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Th i s  de f i n i te l y  c rosses  a  7 

l i ne  tha t  I 'm  no t  qua l i f ied  to  speak  to .   W hat 's  8 

a  good  usage  and  wha t ' s  no t  a  good  usage ,  9 

everyone  has  a  d i f fe ren t  v iewpo in t  on  tha t .   10 

Aga in ,  I  can ' t  speak  to  tha t .   I ’m  sor ry .  11 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    I s  the re  anybody 12 

who can?  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I s  t he re  anybody  who  14 

can de f ine  pa r t i san?  15 

 Leg is la to r  Fo rd  has  a  ques t io n ,  and then  16 

we ' l l  have  Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves .   Leg is la to r  17 

Fo rd .  18 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Wha t  you ' re  ask ing  19 

today ,  when you  ta lk  about  the  ab i l i t y ,  I  g uess ,  20 

under  the  gran t  money,  t ha t  i f  we sw i t ch  th i s  21 

i ns tead o f  pay ing  10 ,000  per  mon th  per  DS-3  l i ne ,  22 

wh ich  wou ld  then  equate  to  $240,000,  i s  tha t  23 

co r rec t?  24 

 MR.  DELANEY:   I 'm so r ry?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I 'm  jus t  l ook ing  fo r  2 

c la r i f i ca t ion .   I  hope  you  don ' t  m ind  i f  I  go  a l l  3 

over  the  page  on  th i s .   Acco rd ing  to  you r  4 

tes t imony,  we  pay  $10,000 a  month  pe r  DS-3  l ine ,  5 

so  tha t  wou ld  be  $240,000 a  y ear .   Cor rec t?  6 

 MR.  DELANEY:    No.   Fo r  the  two DS-3  7 

c i rcu i ts  a re  a  to ta l  o f  $10,000 a  month .  8 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Oh,  togethe r .  9 

 MR.  DELANEY:    120  a  yea r .  10 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   Then  wha t  we ' re  11 

l ook ing  to  do  now is  i ns tead  o f  pay ing  a  pe r -12 

usage fee ,  we ' re  l ook ing  now to  make  i t  so  tha t  13 

i t ' s  j us t  a  mon th l y  fee  or  someth ing ,  a  se t  fee  a  14 

month?  15 

 MR.  DELANEY:    I t  wou ld  probab ly  be  a  16 

year ly  fee .   We pay  in  advanc e  and  jus t  use  the  17 

se rv ice  as  the  need ar ises .   Cur ren t ly ,  one  o f  18 

ou r  b igges t  p rob lems  i s  we  don ' t  encumber  m on ies  19 

un t i l  a f te r  an  ac t iva t ion  takes  p lace ,  and then 20 

I 'm bu rdened  w i th  how are  we  go ing  to  pay  f o r  21 

th is?   Up un t i l  th is  yea r  my  depar tmen t  neve r  22 

budgeted  money to  pay  fo r  Sw i f t  Reach ac t iv a t i on  23 

ca l l s .   Las t  yea r  I  pu t  in  $100,000 to  do  t ha t  t o  24 

pay  fo r  some o f  these charges .   Be fo re  tha t ,  i t  25 
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was a lways  where  a re  we go ing  to  ge t  money f rom?  2 

You know,  I ' d  ge t  cont ingency  money f rom th e  3 

coun ty  somehow and  then we 'd  have to  encumbe r  i t  4 

th rough an  amendment  and  then  the  vendor  wo u ld  be  5 

on  the  hook  now fo r ,  l i ke ,  s i x  mon ths  be for e  6 

they 'd  ge t  pa id .  7 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    So then  we ' l l  know 8 

tha t ,  say  tha t  we ' re  go ing  to  then  a l l oca te  9 

$120 ,000  a  year  o r  160 ,  I  don ' t  know wha t  th e  10 

to ta l  amount  i s  r i gh t  now,  desp i te  how many  t imes 11 

we ' re  go ing  to  use  i t  based on  emergenc ies .    12 

 When  we ta lk  about ,  l i ke ,  even  - -  no t  13 

on ly  - -  l i ke ,  we  a lways  look  a t  the  hu r r ican es .   14 

O f  cou rse ,  w i th  the  summer  season coming  up ,  we 15 

have  hur r i canes  tha t  we may h ave  to  use  the  Sw i f t  16 

sys tem fo r  and whe ther  o r  no t  w i th  snows tor ms.  17 

 Do  we a l so  use i t ,  I  mean,  i s  th is  a lso  18 

someth ing  l i ke ,  say ,  t ha t  you  cou ld  use  i t  w i th in  19 

a  ce r ta in  a rea  ra the r  than  the  who le  o f  the  20 

coun ty?   You  know,  l i ke ,  i f  t here  - -  l i ke ,  I  21 

th ink  a  coup le  o f  months  ago  I  t h ink  the re  was  a  22 

gas  leak  ove r  i n  the  F ive  Towns area  o r  Va l l ey  23 

S t ream,  I  fo rge t  wh ich  a rea  i t  was ,  and the y  had  24 

to  no t i f y  res idents  to  l eave  the i r  homes .   I s  25 
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th is  someth ing  tha t  you wou ld  use the  Sw i f t  2 

Sys tem fo r?  3 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Yes ,  you cou ld .   You can 4 

take  i t  and you  can ca rve  ou t  a  spec i f i c  5 

no t i f i ca t i on  area  tha t  you  wan t  to  ac t iva te .  6 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I  know,  l i ke ,  say  i f  7 

you have ,  l i ke  down by  me,  on  ou r  i s land ,  w e  have 8 

f i reworks .   So the  Town o f  He mps tead  has  i t  one 9 

weekend,  the  C i t y  o f  Long Beach has  i t  anot her  10 

weekend.   The  C i ty ,  o f  cou rse ,  o r  the  Town can  11 

no t i f y ,  th rough  the i r  own sys tems,  the i r  12 

pa r t i cu la r  res iden ts .   But  peop le  in  the  C i t y  o f  13 

Long  Beach  a re  no t  par t  o f  t he  Town o f  Hemp s tead .   14 

Bu t  we  can  then ,  i n  essence,  the  county  can  then  15 

say  to  bo th  a reas  tha t  we w i l l  a lso  do  a  Sw i f t  16 

response  to  eve rybody le t t ing  them know tha t  17 

there ' s  f i reworks  go ing  to  be  down  in  tha t  a rea ,  18 

so  regard less  i f  you  l i ve  in  the  C i t y  o f  Lo ng 19 

Beach or  the  Town o f  Hemps tead ,  you w i l l  be  20 

no t i f i ed  e i ther  way o f  g rea t  t ra f f i c ,  po ten t ia l  21 

t ra f f i c .  22 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Which  i s  a  g rea t  example  23 

too .   Because  maybe some peop le  migh t  hear  24 

exp los ions ,  s ta r t  t y ing  up  9- 1 -1 ,  and you ca n 25 
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avo id  do ing  tha t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   So  we can then  3 

a le r t  peop le .  4 

 Th is  g ran t  money ,  when  you  ge t  t h i s  g ran t  5 

money,  because o f  the  commun ica t ion  l i nes ,  you  6 

know,  i s  t h i s  someth ing  s t r i c t l y  homeland 7 

secu r i ty  o r  a re  you a l so  he ld  under  the  con t ro l  8 

o f  t he  FCC? 9 

 MR.  DELANEY:    No.   Th is  i s  j us t  s t r i c t l y  10 

under  DHS,  home land secu r i ty .  11 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   So  tha t  i f  12 

peop le  were  - -  and  I  know tha t  t he  concern  i s  13 

tha t  i f  peop le  s ta r t  m isus ing  the  sys tem,  i n  14 

the i r  eyes ,  wha t  i s  a  recourse?  L ike ,  say ,  i f  I  15 

fe l t  t ha t  i t  wasn ' t  - -  i f  you  weren ' t  - -  i f  i t  16 

wasn ' t  be ing  used proper ly ,  what  i s  the  rec ourse  17 

fo r  somebody  i f  they  fe l t  we  d idn ' t  fo l l ow the  18 

ru les  on  some o f  t hese  ca l l s?  19 

 MR.  DELANEY:    The re  a re  no  ru les ,  per  20 

say ,  o ther  than  tha t  we use the  gran t  money  to  21 

es tab l i sh  a  capab i l i t y ,  to  be  ab le  to  rap id l y  22 

no t i f y  our  res iden ts  i n  case  o f  emergency .   Once  23 

we  have tha t  capab i l i t y ,  you  can  do  o the r  t h ings  24 

w i th  i t  too .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   L i ke  l e t t i ng  2 

peop le  know i f  t he re  a re  go ing  to  be  summer  3 

concer ts ;  i f  they  want  to  go  to  E isenhower  Park ,  4 

they  can  go  to  E isenhower  Par k ,  i f  t hey  wan t  to  5 

go  to  a  ce r ta in  concer t .   Co r rec t?  6 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Tha t ' s  r i gh t .  7 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   Thank you.  8 

 MR.  DELANEY:    You ' re  we lcome.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves .  10 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Tom,  I  j us t  want  11 

to  c la r i f y .   Wou ld  i t  be  cor rec t  t o  say  tha t  t h i s  12 

i t em t rans fe rs  funds  to  pe rm i t  OEM to  pu rch ase  an  13 

un l im i ted  emergency  no t i f i ca t i on  serv i ce?  I s  14 

tha t  cor rec t?  15 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Tha t ' s  what  we ' re  do ing ,  16 

yes .  17 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Now,  can  you  a t  18 

l eas t  g i ve  us  some idea o f  wha t  you cons ide r  19 

emergency?  20 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Wel l ,  i n  my  o f f i ce  what  21 

we 'd  cons ide r  an  emergency  wou ld  be  the  22 

an t i c ipa t i on  o f  a  hu r r icane.   We wan t  to  te l l  23 

peop le  to  s ta r t  tak ing  p repara t i ons .   I t  co u ld  be  24 

an  evacuat ion  fo r  f l ood ing  tha t  may be  tak in g  25 
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p lace  due to  an  unusua l  cond i t ion ,  maybe  du e  to  a  2 

hu r r icane.   I t  cou ld  be  the  West  N i l e  v i rus  3 

sp ray ing .  4 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    I t  cou ld  5 

ce r ta in l y  be  someth ing  l i ke  a  leak  i n  a  6 

commun i t y ,  a  na tura l  gas  l eak  in  a  communi t y .  7 

 MR.  DELANEY:    I t  cou ld  abso lu te ly  be .  8 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    And those wou ld  9 

be  cons ide red  emergenc ies .  10 

 I  th ink  what  I 'm  get t i ng  a t  i s  t ha t  there  11 

i s  a  c lear ly  de f ined  de f in i t i on  o f  t he  word  12 

emergency .   And  to  no t i f y  somebody  about  a  13 

concer t  may no t  be  an  emergency  s i tua t ion ,  and  in  14 

tha t  case cou ld  th is  money  be  used?  15 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Aga in ,  we  can  go  beyond  16 

tha t  t hough,  too .  17 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Th is  g ran t  be  18 

used .   I ’m  so r ry .  19 

 MR.  DELANEY:    R igh t .   Because  once we  20 

have  sa t is f i ed  our  i nves tmen t  jus t i f i ca t ion  w i th  21 

the  gran t ,  t ha t  i s  c rea t ing  the  capab i l i t y ,  you  22 

can use i t  f o r  Town Ha l l  mee t ings  to  te l l  p eop le  23 

tha t  you ' re  hav ing  a  mee t ing  a t  the  loca l  p ub l ic  24 

l i b ra ry  and you 'd  l i ke  some o f  you r  cons t i t u en ts  25 
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to  a t tend i f  they  have  an  in te res t  i n  i t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Now,  w i th  th is  3 

g ran t  i s  t he re  a  requ i rement  on  the  pa r t  o f  OEM 4 

to  j us t i f y  f rom t ime  to  t ime  how the  money i s  5 

be ing  used?  6 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Aga in ,  we  wou ld  show tha t  7 

we  es tab l i shed the  capab i l i t y .   That  wou ld  be  i t .  8 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    And the  reason  9 

why I  ask  tha t  i s  because I  do  g ran t  work  a nd 10 

every  th ree  mon ths  I  have to  j us t i f y  t he  us e  the  11 

g ran t  mon ies .   So I 'm ask ing  whe ther  o r  no t  there  12 

i s  a  requ i remen t  on  the  pa r t  o f  OEM to  j us t i f y  13 

the  use o f  t h is  money.  14 

 MR.  DELANEY:    We do .   I n  ou r  repo r t ing  15 

to  the  s ta te ,  wh ich  in  tu rn  passes  th rough back  16 

to  the  feds ,  we  wou ld  say  th i s  i s  how we  us ed the  17 

money,  t h i s  was  ou r  inves tmen t .  18 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Tom.  19 

 MR.  DELANEY:    You ' re  we lcome.  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Anybody  e lse?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 You want  to  b r i ng  Leg is la to r  Dunne  out  23 

and inv i te  h im to  jo in  us ,  and  make su re  24 

everybody ' s  i n  the i r  sea ts ,  p lease .  25 
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 A l l  those in  favor  o f  I t em Number  27  2 

p lease  s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye .  3 

 (Aye . )  4 

 Any  opposed?  5 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   6 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  7 

 MR.  DELANEY:    Thank  you .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  9 

 Okay .   Nex t  we ' re  go ing  to  ca l l  the  10 

Nassau  Commun i t y  Co l lege  budge t ,  wh ich  wou ld  be  a  11 

hear ing  on  Ord inance  Number  166 to  adopt  th e  12 

Nassau  County  budget  fo r  Nassau Commun i t y  13 

Co l l ege.  14 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 15 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  16 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  18 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is l a to r  Muscare l l a .  19 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  open ing  the  hear ing  20 

p lease  say  aye.  21 

 (Aye . )  22 

 Any  opposed?  23 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   24 

 The hear ing  i s  open.    25 
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 Fo r  a  ve ry  b r ie f  s ta tement ,  we  we lcome 2 

Co l l ege Pres iden t  Dr .  As t rab .   Doc to r ,  we lc ome.  3 

 DR.  ASTRAB:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  Pres id ing  4 

O f f i ce r  Schmi t t ,  M inor i t y  Leader  Abrahams,  and  5 

members  o f  t he  Nassau Coun ty  Leg is la tu re .   I  wan t  6 

to  thank  you  fo r  t h i s  oppor tun i t y  to  ta l k  a bou t  7 

Nassau  Commun i t y  Co l lege 's  budge t  fo r  f i sca l  yea r  8 

2012  and  13 .  9 

 On  June 4  th is  budge t  was brough t  be fo re  10 

the  Governmen t  Serv i ces ,  i n  the  F inance and  Ru les  11 

Commi t tees ,  and  a t  t ha t  t ime  I  o f fe red  an  12 

overv iew  o f  t he  budget .   On beha l f  o f  the  m embers  13 

who were  no t  p resent  then,  I ' d  l i ke  to  touc h  on  14 

some o f  the  h igh l i gh ts  and  key  e lements  o f  t he  15 

budget  here  today .   I ' d  a l so  l i ke  to  respon d  more  16 

fu l l y  to  a  ques t ion  tha t  was  p resented  a t  t ha t  17 

t ime ,  as  i t  r e la ted  to  the  nu rs ing  p rogram 18 

expans ion  and  oppor tun i t ies .   In  add i t ion ,  I ' l l  19 

ta lk  a  l i t t l e  b i t  abou t  some non-mathemat ic  20 

impacts  o f  t h i s  budget .    21 

 Bu t  f i rs t ,  t he  2012/2013  budge t  ca l l  f o r  22 

no - tu i t i on  i ncrease,  no  fee  i ncrease ,  and n o  tax  23 

i ncrease .   So  I ' d  l i ke  to  s ta r t  o f f  by  j us t  24 

l ook ing  a t  t hose  e lements .  25 
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 F i rs t ,  f o r  t he  fou r th  year  i n  a  row,  the  2 

budget  does  no t  assume any  i nc rease in  Coun ty  3 

p roper ty  taxes  suppor t ing  the  Co l l ege.   We a re  4 

ve ry  g ra te fu l  f o r  the  suppor t  Nassau  County  has  5 

g i ven to  the  Co l lege  in  the  pas t .   Tha t  lev e l  o f  6 

suppor t  has  enab led  the  Coun ty 's  con t r ibu t i on  to  7 

be  a  percentage  o f  t he  ove ra l l  Co l lege  budg e t  8 

tha t  s tays  p re t t y  c lose  to  the  l eve l  env is i oned 9 

by  s ta te  l aw .   A l though we  recogn ize  tha t  10 

ma in ta in ing  the  Coun ty 's  commi tmen t  on  beha l f  o f  11 

the  Co l l ege ' s  opera t ing  budge t  w i l l  requ i re  12 

add i t i ona l  revenues a t  some po in t  in  the  fu tu re ,  13 

we  a lso  recogn ize  tha t  t he  rea l i t y  o f  such a  14 

revenue increase  a t  th is  t ime  wou ld  no t  be  15 

fo r thcoming th i s  yea r .  16 

 Second ,  th is  budge t  does  no t  i nc lude  any  17 

i ncrease  in  tu i t ion  or  f ees .   Cur ren t l y ,  s t udents  18 

a re  bear ing  approx imate l y  40  percent  o f  the  cos t  19 

o f  t he  Co l lege ' s  ope ra t i ng  budge t .   Th is  a l r eady  20 

h igh  percentage  wou ld  have  been even  h igher  had 21 

i t  no t  been fo r  a  s ign i f i can t  inc rease  in  s ta te  22 

a id  th is  yea r ,  wh ich  amoun ted  in  NCC's  case  to  be  23 

a lmost  $3  mi l l i on .   However ,  t o  pu t  th is  in c rease 24 

in  con tex t ,  t he  leve l  o f  s ta te  a id  to  commu n i t y  25 
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co l l eges ,  inc lud ing  Nassau  Communi ty  Co l leg e ,  2 

even  w i th  th i s  i nc rease,  i s  s t i l l  l ess  than  i t  3 

was in  2003.   A l l  e lemen ts  o f  the  Co l l ege - -  t he  4 

admin i s t ra t i on ,  the  facu l t y ,  t he  s tudents  - -  5 

expended  cons ide rab le  e f fo r t s  in  advocat ing  fo r  6 

an  even la rge r  i nc rease in  s t a te  a id .   We a r e ,  o f  7 

course ,  g ra te fu l  t o  ou r  s ta te  represen ta t iv es  fo r  8 

th is  i nc rease ,  bu t  I  assure  you ou r  e f fo r ts  on  9 

a l l  f r on ts  w i l l  con t inue  to  have  the  s ta te  10 

u l t ima te ly  p rov ide  the  l eve l  o f  a id  env i s io ned  in  11 

s ta te  law.   By  p rov id ing  fo r  no  increase  in  12 

tu i t ion  or  f ees ,  we have  been  ab le  to  keep the  13 

tu i t ion  a t  $3 ,990 annua l ly ,  wh ich  is  t he  sa me 14 

leve l  as  Suf fo l k  County  Commun i t y  Co l l ege.   In  15 

add i t i on  to  be ing  mind fu l  o f  ma in ta in ing  ou r  16 

compet i t i ve  pos i t i on  w i th  respec t  to  o ther  17 

commun i t y  co l leges ,  the  leve l  o f  t u i t i on  in  th is  18 

budget  recogn izes  the  subs tan t ia l  tu i t ion  19 

i ncreases ,  i f  t hey  were  pu t  f o rward ,  wou ld  r i sk  20 

ou r  ab i l i t y  t o  fu l f i l l  our  m iss ion  o f  o f fe r i ng  21 

a f fo rdab le ,  h igh  qua l i t y  h ighe r  educat ion .  22 

 Th i rd ,  w i th  respec t  to  the  l eve l  o f  23 

spend ing  i n  th i s  budge t ,  spend ing  w i l l  be  24 

i ncreased by  less  than  one  pe rcent  compared  to  25 
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the  adop ted fo r  2011 /12.   To  pu t  t h i s  in  fu r ther  2 

contex t ,  t he  Co l lege  budge t  fo r  2011-2012 i t se l f  3 

ca l l ed  fo r  spend ing  tha t  was  a t  a  leve l  low er  4 

than  2009/10  in  sp i te  o f  t he  fac t  tha t  t he  5 

base l i ne  expenses and growth  i n  the  budget  each 6 

year  i s  approx imate l y  $10 mi l l ion .   In  o the r  7 

words ,  t he  budge t  tha t  i s  be fo re  you  today  fo r  8 

your  cons ide ra t i on  con t inues  a  pa t te rn  o f  t he  9 

l as t  f ew  years  o f  s ign i f i can t  spend ing  res t ra in t .  10 

 Four th ,  th is  budge t  inc ludes  spend ing  11 

$1 .5  m i l l i on  in  fund  ba lance .   Spend ing  dow n  fund 12 

ba lance is  someth ing  tha t  mus t  be  done  care fu l l y  13 

and jud i c ious ly .   A t  a  t ime when  o ther  sour ces  o f  14 

revenue have  been increased to  the i r  p rac t i ca l  15 

l im i ts  and  when  spend ing ,  as  I  i nd ica ted  a  m oment  16 

ago,  has  a l ready  been s ign i f i can t l y  res t ra i ned ,  17 

tapp ing  in to  fund ba lance is  no t  an  inappro p r ia te  18 

ac t i on .   However ,  even  w i th  th is  expend i tu r e  o f  19 

fund  ba lance ,  t he  leve l  o f  ou r  fund ba lance  20 

rema in ing  fo r  t he  Co l l ege is  s t i l l  w i th in  t he  21 

Board  o f  T rus tees '  po l i cy  o f  wha t  shou ld  be  on  22 

hand  to  dea l  w i th  emergency  spend ing  needs.  23 

 W i th  tha t ,  ou r  cha l l enge  has  been there .   24 

We ' re  keep ing  ou r  budget ing  cons t ra in t s .   W e have 25 
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a  number  o f  commun i t y  ac t i v i t i es  we 've  s ta r ted ,  2 

i n  te rms  o f  work fo rce  educat ion  and in i t ia t i ves  3 

w i th  the  Town o f  Hemps tead  and  Long Beach,  fo r  4 

GED t ra in ing .   But  I ' l l  keep  i t  shor t .   The re  5 

w i l l  be  a  copy  o f  the  fu l l  s ta tement  ava i la b le  to  6 

everyone ,  a long  w i th  a  copy  o f  t h i s  GED and  7 

Rev iew fo r  Work force  L i te racy  Prog ram tha t  I ' l l  8 

make  ava i l ab le  to  everyone .  9 

 I  guess  i f  you  have any  ques t ions ,  I 'm  10 

ava i lab le  he re  r igh t  now.  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We have cop ies  o f  the  12 

s ta temen t ,  D r .  As t rab .   Thank  you ve ry  much .    13 

 Does  anybody  have any  - -  why  don ' t  we 14 

hear  f rom Stephan ie  Sap i ie  -  am I  p ronounc in g  i t  15 

r i gh t?   Don ' t  go  too  fa r ,  Dr .  As t rab ,  un les s  16 

there  are  responses tha t  have  to  be  made ,  p lease .  17 

 MS.  SAPI IE :    I 'm he re  to  speak on  beha l f  18 

o f  t he  Nassau  Commun i t y  Co l l ege Federa t i on  o f  19 

Teachers .   Th is  year 's  budge t  keeps tu i t ion  f l a t  20 

fo r  nex t  yea r ,  and  i t  w i l l  be  rea l i zed  the  21 

d i f f i cu l t  to  vo te  aga ins t .   However ,  we be l i eve  22 

th is  budge t  i s  d r i ven  by  a  v i s ion  fo r  the  C o l l ege 23 

more  concerned w i th  shor ts igh ted  f inanc ia l  24 

p r io r i t i es  than  w i th  wha t  i t  means  to  be  a  25 
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na t iona l ly  recogn ized commun i t y  co l l ege.  2 

 The budget  you have be fo re  you  may  look  3 

good  on paper ,  bu t  i t  se ts  up  ou r  Co l l ege f o r  4 

fa i l u re .   Cons ider  the  f la t  t u i t ion .   Wh i le  5 

s tuden ts  and  the i r  paren ts  may  reasonab ly  6 

ce lebra te  i t ,  i t  i s  no t  pa r t  o f  a  ra t i ona l  f i sca l  7 

po l i cy  tha t  t akes  the  Co l l ege ' s  f i nanc ia l  ne eds 8 

i n to  account  in  a  p red ic tab le  manner .   Equa l ly  9 

t roub l ing  is  the  dec is ion  to  use  $1 .5  mi l l i on  10 

f rom the  fund  ba lance to  pay  fo r  ope ra t i ng  11 

expenses ,  someth ing  we  regard  as  no t  sound f i sca l  12 

management .   We f i nd  th i s  pa r t i cu la r ly  d is t u rb ing  13 

s ince  we  put  on  the  tab le  more  than a  year  ago  a  14 

package o f  sav ings  to ta l ing  a t  l eas t  f ou r  15 

m i l l ion ,  wh ich  was  re jec ted .    16 

 Much  o f  the  sav ings  in  th i s  budget  comes  17 

f rom the  an t i c ipa ted  re t i remen t  o f  20  fu l l - t ime 18 

facu l t y  members  tha t  t he  admin is t ra t ion  has  19 

dec ided no t  t o  rep lace ,  an  ac t ion  tha t  w i l l  lead  20 

to  a  15  pe rcent  reduc t ion  in  the  ranks  o f  t he  21 

fu l l - t ime facu l t y  by  spr ing  2013 .   Th i s  may  be  22 

in te rp re ted  as  a  cos t - sav ing  measure ,  bu t  i t  i s  a  23 

sav ings  tha t  jeopard izes  the  reputa t ion  o f  our  24 

Co l l ege,  as  one  o f  t he  f ines t  two-year  co l l e ges  25 
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in  the  na t ion ,  because  o f  i t s  ded ica ted  fu l l - t ime 2 

facu l t y ,  i t s  low  facu l ty - to -s tuden t - ra t i o ,  and  3 

co r respond ing ly  smal l  c lass  s i ze ,  and i t s  4 

commi tment  to  p rov id ing  s tuden ts  the  h ighes t  5 

qua l i t y  suppor t  se rv ices  ou ts ide  o f  the  6 

c lassroom.  7 

 By  con t inu ing  to  dep le te  the  numbers  o f  8 

fu l l - t ime facu l t y ,  t h i s  budge t  compromises  the  9 

qua l i t y  o f  educa t ion  s tudents  come to  Nassa u  10 

Commun i t y  Co l lege to  rece ive .   I nc reas ing ly ,  11 

s tuden ts  a re  hav ing  d i f f i cu l t y  reg is te r i ng  fo r  12 

courses  when  they  need  them.   When  s tudents  to  13 

reg i s te r  f o r  c lasses ,  they  a re  l ess  l i ke ly  to  14 

have  an  ins t ruc tor  who  i s  requ i red  to  ho ld  o f f i ce  15 

hours  and s tuden ts  a re  l ess  l i ke ly  to  ge t  t he  16 

k ind  o f  pe rsona l ized  a t ten t i on  Nassau is  kn own 17 

fo r .  18 

 A  budget  tha t  g i ves  shor t  sh r i f t  t o  the  19 

s t reng ths  tha t  have ea rned  Nassau Commun i ty  20 

Co l l ege i t s  good  name is  no t  go ing  to  be  a  budge t  21 

tha t  t ru ly  pu ts  s tuden ts  f i r s t ,  no  mat te r  h ow 22 

good  the  words  no  tu i t ion  inc rease  th i s  yea r  may  23 

sound.  24 

 I f  you  care  abou t  Nassau  Communi ty 's  25 
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repu ta t i on ,  i ndependen t l y  o f  how you  vo te  to day ,  2 

we  inv i te  you  to  work  w i th  us  to  ensure  tha t  i t  3 

rema ins  in tac t .  4 

 Thank you.  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Do  you  have cop ies  o f  6 

your  s ta temen t  ava i l ab le  fo r  us?  7 

 MS.  SAPI IE :    I  do  no t .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Wou ld  you  jus t  go  9 

back  to  the  f i r s t  l i nes  you read?  You  sa id  10 

someth ing  about  the  no  tu i t i on  i nc rease no t  11 

tak ing  i n to  accoun t  what?   12 

 MS.  SAPI IE :    Tak ing  i n to  accoun t  - -  t he  13 

f i rs t  l i nes ,  wh ich  f i r s t  l ines?  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The ve ry  beg inn ing  o f  15 

your  s ta temen t  you  sa id  someth ing  abou t  a  no  16 

tu i t ion  increase  budge t  may look  good - -  17 

 MS.  SAPIEE:    May look  good on  paper ,  bu t  18 

i t  se ts  up  ou r  Co l lege  fo r  f a i lu re  by  no t  19 

accoun t ing  fo r  cos ts  tha t  may  r i se  i n  the  a bsence 20 

o f  s ta te /coun ty  fund ing  tha t  our  Co l lege  ne eds  21 

the  fa i r  sha re .   The  o r ig ina l  ag reemen t  was  one-22 

th i rd ,  one - th i rd ,  one- th i rd .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  unders tand .   I  24 

unders tand  the  one- th i rd ,  one - th i rd ,  on- th i r d .   25 
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I t ' s  one  th ing  fo r  members  o f  the  Co l l ege 2 

commun i t y  to  look  a t  t h ings  f rom how i t  a f f ec ts  3 

the  Co l l ege commun i t y  and we  do tha t  t oo .   B ut  we 4 

a l so  have to  look  a t  t h ings  a t  how i t  a f fec ts  the  5 

res idents  o f  the  County  and whethe r  o r  no t  - -  6 

you ' re  ta l k ing  about  a  tu i t i on  i nc rease.   T hat 's  7 

the  fami l i es  tha t  a re  send ing  the i r  ch i l d re n  to  8 

the  Co l l ege,  those  a re  our  cons t i t uents .   L e t ' s  9 

be  hones t .   Where  does  a  17  year  o ld ,  18  ye a r  o ld  10 

go  to  ge t  the  tu i t ion  money?   They  go  home.   They  11 

go  to  mom and  dad and say  the  tu i t ion  is  $4 200  a  12 

year ,  $4500 a  year .   We fee l  t ha t  the  res id ents ,  13 

we  fee l  tha t  the  res iden ts  have to  d ig  i n to  the i r  14 

pockets ,  a t  a  t ime  when the  economy appears  to  be  15 

ge t t ing  worse ,  no t  be t te r ,  when we  s t i l l  co n t i nue 16 

to  see  the  fo r  sa le  s igns  on  houses  popp ing  up ,  17 

we  s t i l l  con t inue to  see  an  increase  in  the  18 

number  o f  downtown  s to res  tha t  a re  vacan t .    19 

 I n  my judgmen t ,  speak ing  on ly  fo r  myse l f ,  20 

I  do  no t  t h ink  tha t  th is  i s  t he  t ime  to  ra i se  21 

e i ther  taxes  or  tu i t ion  on  the  s tudents ,  i f  i t  22 

can a t  a l l  be  avo ided.   Obv ious l y ,  t he  fu tu re  is  23 

the  fu tu re ,  and  I  don ' t  be l i eve  the  Co l l ege  - -  I  24 

be l i eve  in  my  hear t  tha t  t he  Co l lege  w i l l  n o t  25 
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su f fe r  l ong- te rm damage.   I  d on ' t  th ink  th i s  2 

cou ld  be  a  po l i cy  tha t  goes  on  ad  in f i n i tum  in to  3 

the  fu tu re ,  bu t  I  don ' t  be l i eve  i t  w i l l  hav e  any  4 

l ong - te rm damage  to  the  Co l l ege.  5 

 I  unders tand  the  d i f f i cu l t ies  in  the  6 

cont rac t  nego t ia t i ons ,  and  I  app laud  the  e f fo r ts  7 

o f  t he  NCCFT fo r  pu t t i ng  o f fe rs  on  the  tab l e ,  and 8 

wou ld  urge  them to  con t inue to  pu t  o f fe rs  o n  the  9 

tab le  and to  work  w i th  the  admin is t ra t ion  t o  t ry  10 

and br ing  some - -  i t ' s  f unny  fo r  me to  say  w i th  11 

what 's  go ing  on  in  Nassau Coun ty  - -  bu t  I  w as  12 

go ing  to  say  t r y  and  b r ing  so me labo r  peace  to  13 

the  Co l l ege campus .   I t ' s  been  done in  the  pas t ,  14 

and I 'm su re  i t  can  be  done aga in  in  the  fu tu re .  15 

 MS.  SAPI IE :   May  I  respond ,  b r ie f l y?  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Of  cou rse .   Of  17 

course .   Abso lu te l y .  18 

 MS.  SAPI IE :    W i th  respec t ,  I  th ink  one 19 

o f  t he  th ings  tha t  we are  concerned abou t  i s  t he  20 

e f fec t ,  the  cur ren t  emphas is  spend ing  has  o n  21 

s tuden t  se rv i ces .   And  I  t h ink  one  o f  the  t h ings  22 

we  - -  many  o f  ou r  s tuden ts  who  come to  Nass au 23 

Commun i t y  Co l lege come w i th  seve re  de f ic ien c ies  24 

i n  read ing ,  w r i t ing ,  a r i thmet i c ;  many o f  th em 25 
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need  remed ia l  coursework .   Th i s  i s  cou rsewo rk  2 

tha t  i s  non-cred i t  bea r ing  co u rsework .   Many  o f  3 

them spend  many  years  do ing  i t .   These  serv i ces  4 

a re  v i ta l  to  th i s  s tuden t  popu la t i on ,  and i t ' s  an  5 

ever -g rowing  number  o f  s tuden ts  who year ly  d epend 6 

on  th i s .   So  I  t h ink  f rom the  pe rspec t ive  o f  7 

s tuden ts ,  in  te rms  o f  how the  Co l l ege is  ab le  to  8 

se rve  the i r  needs,  we f i nd  sho r t comings  in  th i s  9 

budget .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  fu l l y  unders tand .   11 

Bu t  what  I 'm  say ing  to  you  - -  what  you ' re  s ay ing  12 

to  us ,  I  j us t  want  to  be  c lea r .   Wha t  you ' r e  13 

say ing  to  us  is  e i ther  ra i se  tu i t i on  o r  ra i se  14 

taxes  to  add ress  those  p rob lems now,  i n  the  mids t  15 

o f  t he  wors t  economy I ' ve  eve r  seen in  my l i fe .   16 

R igh t?  17 

 MS.  SAPIEE:   Th is  i s  why  we were  so  18 

g ra te fu l  f o r  s ta te  a id ,  bu t  even  tha t  i s  no t  19 

enough .  20 

 MS.  DESANTO:    May  I  say  someth ing?  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Cer ta in l y .   Iden t i f y  22 

yourse l f .   A re  you  w i th  the  Co l l ege?  23 

 MS.  DESANTO:    I  am.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Iden t i f y  you rse l f  fo r  25 
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the  reco rd .  2 

 MS.  DESANTO:    I 'm  Debra  DeSa n to ,  3 

P res iden t ,  NCCFT.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  though t  so .   5 

We lcome.  6 

 MS.  DESANTO:    Thank  you .   I  r ea l l y  7 

d idn ' t  p lan  to  speak  today ,  bu t  you ' re  ask i ng  8 

abou t  long - range  p rob lems tha t  cou ld  resu l t  f rom 9 

th is .   And  what  we  see  as  long - range  p rob lem s is  10 

tha t  we don ' t  want  to  d i sm iss  the  ro le  tha t  the  11 

ad junc ts  p lay ;  t he  ad junc ts  a re  essent ia l .   What  12 

we ' re  ta lk ing  abou t  he re  a re  the  fu l l - t ime 13 

facu l t y .   And  r i gh t  now we  have los t  ove r  8 0  14 

fu l l - t ime facu l t y  members .  15 

 Obv ious l y  the  so lu t i on  may  no t  have been  16 

a  tu i t ion  inc rease .   A l though ,  fo r  eve ry  $5 0  17 

tu i t ion  increase  means  a  m i l l i on  do l la rs ,  a nd we  18 

cou ld  have  re ta ined many  o f  t he  fu l l - t ime fa cu l t y  19 

members .   We ' re  concerned abou t  the  s tudent s  who  20 

do  come f rom Nassau who are  f rom the  commun i ty  21 

who have  spec ia l  needs ,  and n ow they ' re  no  l onger  22 

ab le  to  ge t  t hese spec ia l  needs,  because  ad junc ts  23 

a re  no t  requ i red  con t rac tua l l y  t o  ho ld  o f f i ce  24 

hours ,  t he  se rv i ces  fo r  remed ia t ion  and fo r  labs  25 
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a re  be ing  shu t  down.   They ' re  jus t  no t  t her e .  2 

 So  we ' re  b r i ng ing  th is  to  you r  a t ten t i on .   3 

We s ta ted  in  the  beg inn ing ,  t ha t  S tephan ie  read 4 

so  e loquen t l y ,  i s  tha t  we unders tand ,  bu t  t here ' s  5 

a  b igger  i ssue here .   Th is  i s  a  concern  tha t  i f  6 

th is  i s  go ing  to  con t inue tha t  t he  fu l l - t ime  7 

facu l t y  a re  go ing  to  be  e l im ina ted ,  and th i s  i s  8 

what  we ' re  address ing  r i gh t  now.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    And th is  i s  rea l l y  10 

o f f  the  Co l l ege  budget .   Bu t  wha t  i s  t he  po s i t ion  11 

- -  how does the  Board  o f  T rus tees  respond to  12 

tha t?  13 

 MS.  DESANTO:    The  Board  o f  T rus tees  14 

r i gh t  now,  I  th ink  - -  I  have  to  be  d ip lomat i c .   15 

The Board  o f  Trus tees  r i gh t  now is  s t rugg l i ng .   16 

As  you  p robab ly  have  seen,  they ' ve  rep laced  two 17 

Board  o f  T rus tees ;  one  ind iv idua l  was ind ic ted ,  18 

anothe r  ind i v idua l  j us t  res igned .   We are  g o ing  19 

up  the re .   We speak.   We have  hundreds  o f  pe op le  20 

tha t  t u rn  ou t  t a lk ing  to  the  Board  o f  Trus t ees ,  21 

t r y ing  to  go  back  to  the  tab le .   We do  have  22 

someth ing  coming  up  aga in  on  Thursday .   We d id  23 

have  ove r  fou r  m i l l i on ,  tha t  was  p re t t y  we l l ,  I  24 

though t  cou ld  s tab i l i ze  the  cont rac t  r igh t  now,  25 
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and to  move us  fo rward  and  to  s top  the  2 

e l im ina t ion  o f  t he  fu l l - t ime  facu l ty  members .   3 

Bu t  we  were ,  more  or  l ess ,  d i smissed .   But  we do  4 

have  someth ing  coming up  on  Thursday .   I 'm 5 

hope fu l  tha t  maybe  tha t ' s  someth ing  we  can work  6 

toge ther .   We were  w i l l i ng  to  go  back  and t o  g ive  7 

g i vebacks .  8 

 So  we ' re  j us t  b r ing ing  th i s  to  you r  9 

a t ten t ion  -  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  unders tand .  11 

 MS.  DESANTO:    i f  i t  goes  th rough th is  12 

year ,  we ' re  concerned nex t  yea r  and what 's  go ing  13 

to  happen.   And  we ' re  a l so  concerned  about  the  14 

e l im ina t ion  o f  f u l l - t ime  facu l ty .    15 

 Many  o f  us  go t  our  educa t ion  the re .   Many 16 

o f  you  p robab ly  have  fam i l y  members  tha t  we n t  17 

there  too .   And  fo r  the  3990 ,  wh ich  we  cons ide r  18 

to  be  an  except iona l  va lue ,  and we  were  a lw ays  19 

known as  the  gem o f  Nassau  County .   We ' re  20 

concerned.   We ' re  no t  see ing  tha t .   There 's  21 

tu rmoi l  on  the  campus.   And there  is  a  p rob lem 22 

r i gh t  now wi th  the  Board  o f  T rus tees ,  and I  th ink  23 

the  admin i s t ra t i on  rea l i zes  a l so .   But  we n eed  to  24 

work  togethe r .   And we  don ' t  wan t  to  see  th e  25 
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Co l l ege dec imated and we  care  abou t  i t .   And  2 

tha t ' s  i t .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  unders tand  4 

comp le te ly .   We 've  met  be fore ,  and  I 'm  more  than  5 

w i l l ing  to  meet  w i th  you  in  the  fu tu re .   I f  6 

there ' s  someth ing  tha t  my o f f i ce  can  do  to  be  o f  7 

ass i s tance  w i th  tha t ,  I  w i l l  cer ta in ly  be  t here  8 

fo r  you.  9 

 MS.  SAPI IE :    Thank you.  10 

 MS.  DESANTO:    Thank  you .  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Anybody have  any th ing  12 

- -  Leg is la to r  Jacobs .  13 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Yes .   I  was  14 

l i s ten ing  to  you  a lso  ve ry  ca re fu l l y .   Bu t  t hese  15 

t imes are  so  d i f f i cu l t .   You  have some rea l l y  16 

s t rong  suppor te rs  he re ;  I 'm o ne o f  t hem,  and  many 17 

o the rs  a re  up  he re  too .   And  we know the  va lue  o f  18 

th is  Co l lege ,  and we  a re  de f i n i t e l y  commi t t ed  to  19 

see ing  th i s  Co l l ege su rv ive ,  i f  any th ing ,  20 

espec ia l l y  du r ing  these t imes .   Bu t  as  you cou ld  21 

see,  I  don ' t  know how long  you 've  been  here  22 

today ,  bu t  as  you cou ld  te l l  w i th  what  was go ing  23 

on  here  today ,  t hese  a re  ex t reme ly  d i f f i cu l t  24 

t imes and dec is ions  have  to  be  reached  tha t  can 25 
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enab le  a l l  o f  us  to  ge t  th rough them as  the y ' re  2 

go ing  on ,  and  I  th ink  tha t ' s  wha t  you ' re  see ing .  3 

 MS.  DESANTO:    I  agree .   And  I  have been  4 

he re  the  who le  t ime.   And I  t h ink  i t ' s  5 

hear tb reak ing  to  s i t  here  and  to  l i s ten  to  the  6 

o the r  p rog rams tha t  a re  be ing  dec ima ted a ls o .   7 

Bu t  aga in ,  ou r  concern  i s  tha t  - -  and I  don ' t  8 

want  to  nego t ia te  pub l ic ly  be cause  tha t ’ s  no t  9 

someth ing  tha t  I  wou ld  do .  10 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Nor  wou ld  I .  11 

 MS.  DESANTO:   R igh t .   Exac t l y .   Bu t  we ' re  12 

concerned about  the  fu l l - t ime rs  tha t  a re  13 

cont inu ing  to  be  l os ing  pos i t i ons ,  and  we n o  14 

longer  a re  g i v ing  ou r  p robat iona ry  l ines ;  w e  on ly  15 

have  tempora ry  l ines .   I f  you  want  to  t rack  16 

qua l i t y  educa to rs ,  wh ich  i s  what  we 've  had in  the  17 

pas t ,  I  th ink  we  need to  con t inue to  work  i n  the  18 

d i rec t ion  tha t  we had in  the  pas t  and respe c t  19 

everyone  tha t ' s  employed  a t  t he  Co l l ege,  a l so ,  20 

and keep  a  ca re fu l  eye  on  ou r  numbers ,  as  o u r  21 

numbers  cont inue  to  s l ide  down .   I 'm  concer ned  22 

abou t  the  s tuden ts  i n  the  commun i t y .  23 

 And there  are  many  adu l t s  and  many  peop le  24 

coming  back  to  campus r i gh t  now because i t ' s  25 
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a f fo rdab le .   We ' re  no t  say ing  ra ise  the  tu i t ion .   2 

We ' re  jus t  say ing  the  so lu t io n  i s  no t  e l im in a t ing  3 

the  fu l l - t ime pos i t i ons .  4 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Which  has  to  resu l t  5 

i n  some type  o f  inc rease ,  whe the r  i t ' s  i n  t u i t ion  6 

o r  i n  taxes .   R igh t  now tha t  i s  no t  someth i ng  7 

tha t  anyone - -  8 

 MS.  DESANTO:    You  have to  ba lance  i t  9 

w i th  wha t  the  admin i s t ra t i on  l ooks  l i ke  a ls o .   10 

You have  to  l ook  to  see where  the  moneys '  b e ing  11 

spen t  on  campus .   You a l so  have to  maybe  pu t  a  12 

pe rcen tage  tha t  no t  100 pe rcen t  a re  no t  f i l l ed ,  13 

tha t  t he re 's  a  cer ta in  percen tage tha t  be  f i l l ed ,  14 

whethe r  i t ' s  50  pe rcen t  o r  someth ing .   There 's  15 

go t  to  be  some leve l  o f  reason  w i th in ,  and tha t ' s  16 

a l l  we ' re  ask ing  fo r  a t  th is  po in t .  17 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:    Le t ' s  hope tha t  as  18 

nex t  yea r  a r r i ves  i t  becomes  even a  l i t t le  b i t  19 

more .  20 

 MS.  DESANTO:    I  hope so .   Thank  you  very  21 

much  fo r  you r  t ime .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .   Dr .  23 

As t rab ,  wou ld  you l i ke  to  respond?  24 

 DR.  ASTRAB:     I f  I  can  jus t  respond  25 
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qu ick l y .    2 

 I  emphas ized  ea r ly  i n  my  ta l k  tha t  3 

s tuden ts  a re  a l ready  pay ing  40  percent  o f  o u r  4 

Co l l ege opera t i ng  budget  r igh t  now.   So when  you  5 

th ink  o f  one - th i rd ,  one- th i rd ,  one - th i rd ,  t hey ' re  6 

there .   Jus t  to  h i t  two th ings  qu ick ly .  7 

 I ' ve  persona l ly  been  invo lved  work ing  8 

w i th  SUNY Farmingda le ,  SUNY O ld  Westbu ry ,  a nd 9 

Su f fo l k  Coun ty  Communi ty  Co l l ege ,  in  con jun c t i on  10 

w i th  the  Long I s land  Reg iona l  Counc i l ,  t o  de s ign  11 

an  advanced manu fac tur ing  prog ram to  d i rec t l y  12 

address  the  needs o f  manufac tu r ing  on  Long 13 

I s land .   The  cha l l enge  and  oppor tun i ty  en ta i led  14 

i n  th i s ,  i n  mee t ing  th is  goa l  was h igh l i gh t ed  in  15 

a  s to ry  tha t  appeared in  Newsday  on  June  3 ,  16 

en t i t l ed  Help Really Wanted, Amid Skills Gap .   17 

Some compan ies  a re  s t rugg l ing  to  f ind  worke rs .   18 

Cur ren t l y ,  t here  a re  no  h ighe r  educa t ion  19 

i ns t i t u t ions  on  Long  I s land tha t  o f fe r  t ra i n ing  20 

i n  compos i te  techno logy ,  i n  compos i te  ma ter ia l s ,  21 

wh ich  is  a  g row ing  indus t r y  o n  Long Is land.   A t  22 

the  same t ime ,  manufac tu re rs  o f  compromise  23 

ma te r ia l s  canno t  s ta f f  t he i r  p lan ts  and do  no t  24 

ge t  the  app l i can ts  they  need .   A  p rogram l i ke  25 
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th is  o f fe rs  a  mu l t i - leve l  app roach  to  teach  NCC 2 

s tuden ts  and  re ta in  peop le  cu r ren t ly  i n  the  3 

work fo rce  fo r  t hese jobs  tha t  a re  ava i lab le  4 

today .   I  look  fo rward  to  work ing  w i th  a l l  5 

sec tors  o f  t he  campus commun i t y  to  resource s  6 

be ing  pu t  to  th i s  in i t ia t i ve .     7 

 F ina l l y ,  j us t  go ing  back  to  what  NCC has  8 

been  do ing  w i th  the  Center  fo r  Work force  9 

Deve lopmen t  i n  o f fe r ing  GED and work fo rce  10 

l i te racy  rev iew  prog rams ,  in  con junc t i on  w i th  the  11 

Town o f  Hemps tead and the  C i t y  o f  Long  Beac h .   12 

Th is  i s  a  s i x -week  p rogram tha t  s ta r ted  jus t  a  13 

l i t t le  ove r  a  month  ago.   I t  p rov ides  s tude n ts  14 

w i th  the  oppor tun i ty  to  rece ive  GED and wor k fo rce  15 

l i te racy  t ra in ing  a t  no  cos t  t o  them.   NCC 16 

ass i s ted  the  Town o f  Hemps tead  in  the  youth  17 

p rog ram wi th  rec ru i tment  e f fo r ts  f rom ou r  G ED 18 

tes t ing  prog ram,  admiss ions  o f f i ce ,  the  Co l l ege 19 

webs i te ,  campus  in fo rmat ion  center ,  and l ib ra ry ,  20 

a long w i th  the  work force  i nves tmen t  boards  and  21 

the  labo r  depar tments .   So ,  I ' d  l i ke  to  sha re  - -  22 

and tha t  handou t  was  g iven  to  you ea r l ie r  - -  j us t  23 

a  coup le  o f  t h ings .  24 

 We a re  mov ing  fo rward .   We ' re  t r y ing  to  25 
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pa r tne r  w i th  the  communi ty  eve ry  way  we can  and 2 

keep  a f fo rdab le ,  h igh-qua l i t y  educat ion .  3 

 Thank you.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you  ve ry  much,  5 

Dr .  As t rab .  6 

 Leg is la to r  Becke r .  7 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Mr .  As t rab ,  was  tha t  8 

i n  th i s  handout  you jus t  gave?   Is  i t  in  th i s  9 

handou t ,  wha t  you jus t  read? 10 

 DR.  ASTRAB:    I t ' s  i n  my  s ta tement  and  11 

there ' s  a  f l yer  tha t ' s  coming  around  about  more  12 

abou t  the  Hemps tead,  Long Beach prog ram.  13 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Somebody ' s  p rov id ing  14 

what  you  jus t  read  to  us?  15 

 DR.  ASTRAB:    Yes .  16 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Okay .   Jus t ,  once  17 

aga in ,  I  wan ted  to  j us t  re i t e ra te  what  I  sa id  in  18 

commi t tee ,  and tha t ' s  jus t  t ha t  I  pe rsona l l y  19 

apprec ia te  the  g rea t  j ob  you ' re  do ing  a t  th e  20 

Co l l ege and a l l  your  admin is t ra t ion ,  t hey ' r e  21 

work ing  so  ve ry ,  very  ha rd .   And  to  p resent  a  22 

budget  l i ke  th i s  tha t  has  no  i nc rease to  any body ,  23 

i t  cou ldn ' t  be  more  t ime ly .   Yet ,  I  know i t  i s  24 

ex t remely  d i f f i cu l t .  25 
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 I  want  to  compl iment  a lso  the  teachers  2 

and the  pro fesso rs  fo r  t he i r  hard  work  and the  3 

qua l i t y  o f  educa t ion  they ' re  g iv ing  ou r  k id s .  4 

 I  went  to  Nassau  Communi ty  Co l lege ,  as  5 

d id  my  w i fe ,  and  i t ' s  a  p la t fo rm fo r  a l l  pe op le  6 

i n  our  county  to  ge t  an  educa t ion  s ta r t  a t  a  7 

ve ry ,  ve ry  reasonab le  cos t .   And  we hear  no wadays  8 

k ids  come ou t  o f  schoo l  w i th  100 ,000 ,  120,0 00,  9 

$130 ,000  in  l oans  and where  do  they  s ta r t?   Many  10 

o f  t hem no t  a t  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege.  11 

 I  jus t  wan t  to  persona l l y  thank  you.   12 

Over  the  l as t  coup le  o f  years  s ince  you hav e  13 

s tepped up  to  the  pres idency ,  I  know i t  has n ' t  14 

been  easy  and  you ' ve  worked ve ry  hard .   But  I  15 

th ink  you ' re  do ing  a  g rea t  j ob ,  as  we l l  as  the  16 

res t  o f  your  admin is t ra t ion .   Th is  budge t  y ou ' re  17 

p resen t ing  today  cou ldn ' t  be  more  t ime ly ,  18 

cons ider ing  wha t  we ' re  a l l  exper ienc ing  in  our  19 

coun t ry ,  espec ia l l y  in  our  count ry .  20 

 I ’m ve ry  comfor ted  i n  know ing  tha t  our  21 

k ids  a re  go ing  to  cont inue  to  go  to  the  scho o l ,  22 

ge t  a  g rea t ,  g rea t  educa t ion ,  and beg inn ing  to  23 

maybe go ing  on  to  a  four -year  schoo l .   So  yo u 24 

have  my cont inued suppor t ,  as  your  25 
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admin i s t ra t i on .   And  I  wan t  to  a lso  thank  2 

everybody invo lved ,  inc lud ing  the  teachers  and  3 

o the r  p ro fessors .    4 

 So ,  thank  you aga in  Mr .  As t rab .   I  5 

apprec ia te  i t .  6 

 DR.  ASTRAB:    Thank you.  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Anybody  e lse?  8 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   9 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 I ' l l  t ake  a  mot ion  to  c lose  the  hear ing .  12 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  13 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Seco nd.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  15 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  16 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  c los ing  the  hear ing  17 

p lease  say  aye.  18 

 (Aye . )  19 

 The hear ing  i s  c losed.  20 

 We ' re  now go ing  to  take  a  vo te  on  - -  21 

we ' re  go ing  to  ca l l  Ord inance  Number  166 ,  w h ich  22 

i s  t he  o rd inance  to  adop t  the  Nassau  County  23 

budget  fo r  Nassau Commun i t y  Co l l ege.  24 

 Can I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 25 
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 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  2 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  4 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  5 

 We 've  had a l l  t he  deba te  and  d iscuss ion .  6 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  7 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   8 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  adop t ing  - -  p lease  9 

b r ing  Mr .  Dunne  ou t .   Thank you.  10 

 I  shou ld  po in t  ou t  f o r  t he  record  tha t  11 

Mr .  Dunne is  ge t t i ng  a  s t reaming  o f  what  go es  on  12 

he re  i n  the  computer  i n  the  back  room,  so  h e 's  13 

ve ry  much aware  o f  a l l  t he  tes t imony  and  ab le  to  14 

cas t  h is  vo te  w i th  knowledge  o f  what  we hav e  been 15 

ta lk ing  abou t  he re .  16 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  Ord inance Number  17 

166 adop t ing  the  Nassau Coun ty  budge t ,  p lea se 18 

s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  19 

 (Aye . )  20 

 Any  opposed?  21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  23 

 Congra tu la t i ons  to  the  Co l lege .   We ' re  24 

a l l  ve ry  p roud o f  the  Co l l ege .  25 
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 We a re  now go ing  to  go  to  I t ems Number  21  2 

and 22 ,  wh ich  I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  toge ther .   3 

Reso lu t i on  Number  97  i s  a  reso lu t i on  appo in t ing  a  4 

repub l ican  commiss ione r  o f  e lec t ions  fo r  th e  5 

Coun ty  o f  Nassau .  6 

 And Reso lu t i on  Number  98  i s  a  reso lu t i on  7 

appo in t i ng  a  democra t i c  commiss ioner  o f  e lec t i ons  8 

fo r  the  Coun ty  o f  Nassau .  9 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 10 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  11 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  13 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  14 

 The repub l ican  appo in tee  i s  t he  incumben t  15 

Lou is  Savante te ,  and  the  democra t i c  appo in t ee  is  16 

the  incumben t  Wi l l iam B iamon te .   17 

 I s  t he re  any  debate  or  d iscuss ion?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  appo in tee  the  22 

commiss ioners  p lease  say  aye .  23 

 (Aye . )  24 

 Any  opposed?  25 
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 (No ve rba l  response. )   2 

 The commiss ione rs  a re  appo in ted  3 

unan imous ly .  4 

 I ’m now go ing  to  take  a  mo t ion  to  open  up 5 

a  hear ing  on  - -  a  hear ing  to  amend  T i t le  42  o f  6 

the  Misce l laneous Laws  o f  Nassau  County  in  7 

re la t i on  to  the  advance no t i f i ca t i on  o f  aer ia l  8 

and ground  sp ray ing  o f  pes t i c ides  fo r  adu l t  9 

mosqu i to  con t ro l .  10 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  11 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  have  a  mot ion  by  13 

Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves ,  seconded  by  Leg is la to r  14 

Muscare l la .  15 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  open ing  the  hear ing  16 

p lease  say  aye.  17 

 (Aye . )  18 

 Any  opposed?  19 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   20 

 The i t em - -  the  hear ing  is  op en.  21 

 I s  t he re  any  - -  ac tua l l y ,  th i s  B i l l  i s  22 

coming  f rom the  leg i s la tu re .   Th is  i s  a  B i l l  t o  23 

requ i re  tha t  in  the  even t  tha t  Wes t  N i le  V i rus  o r  24 

any  o the r  hea l th  s i t ua t i on  o f  tha t  t ype  tha t  i s  25 
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in  the  county  and causes  the  Hea l th  Depar tm ent  to  2 

dec la re  an  emergency  tha t  wou ld  requ i re  the  3 

sp ray ing  o f  pes t ic ides ,  e i the r  on  ground ,  wh en  4 

they  use  the  t rucks  and go  up  and down the  5 

s t ree ts ,  o r  aer ia l  spray ing ,  where  they  con t rac t  6 

ou t  fo r  a i rp lanes  to  do  the  same,  tha t  t h is  w i l l  7 

t i le  i n  n i ce l y  w i th  ou r  Sw i f t  Reach i t em o f  8 

be fo re ,  tha t  the  res iden ts  o f  the  a f fec ted  a rea  9 

w i l l  be  no t i f ied  i n  advance t o  te l l  them tha t  10 

sp ray ing  w i l l  t ake  p lace  and  to  te l l  t hem w hat  11 

w i l l  be  sp rayed  and to  g ive  them the  op t ion  o f  12 

mak ing  i n fo rmed  dec is ions  on  how to  dea l  w i th  13 

tha t ,  whethe r  to  c lose  the i r  w indows  and  s i t  i t  14 

ou t ,  l eave ,  o r  wha teve r  i t  m igh t  be .   So  i t ' s  no  15 

l onger  go ing  to  be  an  op t i on ,  as  i t  has  bee n  in  16 

years  pas t .   I t ' s  go ing  to  be  pa r t  o f  the  l oca l  17 

l aw.  18 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion?   Ques t ion .   19 

Leg is la to r  Boswor th .  20 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    And  I  know th is  21 

says  tha t  i t  adds  the  fo l l ow ing  sec t ions ,  bu t  I  22 

j us t  wan t  to  make su re  tha t  we  s t i l l  have t he  23 

no t i f i ca t i on  in  p lace  i f  t he  spray ing  is  ac tua l l y  24 

cance l led  and  no t i f i ca t i on  fo r  when i t  i s  25 
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reschedu led .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Yes .  3 

 LEGISLATOR BOSWORTH:    Thank  you .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Because sp ray ing  5 

takes  p lace  - -  good ques t ion ,  because ae r ia l  6 

sp ray ing  takes  p lace  under  ve ry  ce r ta in  7 

cond i t ions .   I f  the  w ind  i s  d i f f e ren t ,  ra in ,  o r  8 

any th ing  o f  t ha t  na ture ,  i t  has  to  be  pos tp oned 9 

and we  w i l l  be  no t i f y i ng  peop le  tha t  way  as  we l l .  10 

 Yes ,  s i r .   Pub l i c  comment?  11 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    No,  s i r .   I ’m  f rom the  12 

O f f i ce  o f  Emergency  Management .   E r i c  Zausn er .  13 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Oh .   How a re  you?  14 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    I 'm  we l l .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  expec ted  you .   But  16 

when  I  d idn ' t  see  anybody the re ,  I  t ook  i t  on  17 

myse l f  and  ran  w i th  i t .   Bu t ,  go  ahead .  18 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    I ’m  sor ry ,  Leg is la to r .    19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  a l r igh t .  20 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    Bas ica l l y ,  wha t  we ' re  21 

do ing  he re  i s  your  cod i f y ing  a  - -  u t i l i z ing  OEM's  22 

no t i f i ca t i on  sys tem where  we  can  carve  ou t  23 

spec i f i c  a reas  o f  the  coun ty  on  a  geograph i c  map  24 

to  a le r t  t hose spec i f i c  a reas  whethe r  there  is  25 
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sp ray ing  i n  Por t  Wash ing ton ,  t ha t  way we  can  on ly  2 

say  in  Por t  Wash ing ton ,  they  w i l l  be  the  on ly  3 

ones  tha t  ge t  t he  ca l l s .   Th i s  w i l l  be  very  4 

bene f i c ia l ,  g iven the  i t em tha t  you jus t  pa ssed 5 

be fo re ,  wh ich  i s  our  pay -one- p r i ce  fo r  t hese  6 

Sw i f t  Reach ca l l s .   And in  the  ca l l s  we w i l l  be  7 

spec i f y ing  i t  w i l l  t ake  p lace  the  day  be fore ,  and 8 

i t  w i l l  spec i fy  the  du ra t i on  o f  the  ca l l s  - -  I  9 

mean  the  dura t i on  o f  t he  spray ing .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Two ques t ions .   12 

The f i rs t  one  w i l l  be  to  the  rep resenta t ive  f rom 13 

Emergency  Management .  14 

 A  ca l l  f o r  pes t i c ide  no t i f i ca t ion  wou ld  15 

f i t  w i th in  the  g ran t ,  and tha t  wou ld  be  pa i d  fo r  16 

th rough the  g ran t  money or  wou ld  tha t  be  pa id  fo r  17 

th rough the  genera l  fund?  18 

 MR.  ZAUSNER:    Cur ren t ly ,  the  reso lu t i on  19 

tha t  you  jus t  p rev ious ly  app roved is  the  boa rd  20 

t rans fer  so  tha t  we can do  a  pay -one-p r i ce ,  so  i t  21 

w i l l  a l l  be  funded  w i th  g ran t  money.   As  or  r i gh t  22 

now,  eve ry  ca l l  tha t  we make  i s  pa id  ou t  o f  the  23 

genera l  fund .  24 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Okay .   Then,  I  25 
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guess  to  the  Pres id ing  O f f i ce r ,  do  you  env i s ion  2 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve  makes  the  de termina t io n  w i th  3 

Emergency  Management  o f  what  a reas  and  who to  4 

make  a  ca l l?  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No .   My unders tand ing  6 

f rom p rev ious  years ,  where  pes t i c ide  spray i ng  7 

took  p lace ,  i s  t he  Depar tmen t  o f  Hea l th  dec la res  8 

an  emergency ,  and then  they  work  i n  consu l t a t i on  9 

w i th  the  Depar tmen t  o f  Pub l i c  Works  to  ou t l i ne  10 

the  area  tha t  w i l l  be  sp rayed .   Am I  cor rec t  so  11 

fa r?   And the  S ta te  Hea l th  Depar tmen t  i s  12 

i nvo lved .   And then once  they  ca rve  ou t  an  a rea  13 

where  there  w i l l  be  sp ray ing ,  tha t ' s  when w e  get  14 

no t i f i ed  - -  you  know,  we  can ge t  maps.  15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    We ge t  t he  16 

no t i f i ca t i on  under  the  cur ren t  l aw .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    A t  t ha t  po in t ,  t hey  18 

w i l l  - -  when  we  ge t  the  no t i f i ca t i on ,  a t  tha t  19 

po in t  they  w i l l  k i ck  i n  the  no t i f i ca t i on  o f  the  20 

res idents .  21 

 MS.  LAURAIN:    Mary  E l len  Laura in ,  22 

Depar tment  o f  Hea l th .   Tha t ' s  co r rec t .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    There  you  go .   Thank  24 

you.  25 
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 MS.  LAURAIN:    The  Depar tmen t  o f  Hea l th  2 

g i ves  the  loca t i on  o f  the  sp ray ing  and  a  ma p  to  3 

OEM,  and  then  they  c rea te  the  Sw i f t  Reach 4 

no t i f i ca t i on  based  on the  spec i f i ca t ions  th a t  we  5 

se t  a t  t he  Depar tmen t  o f  Hea l th .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    A t  t he  t ime tha t  t h i s  7 

l eg i s la t ion  was  env i s ioned  o r  d i scussed in  our  8 

conference ,  i t  wou ld  have been  a  cos t  fac to r .   9 

The Sw i f t  Reach  th ing  is  t e r r i f i c  in  the  sen se  10 

tha t  mov ing  i t  now to  g ran t  f unded  and  hav i ng  i t  11 

now no t  cos t  any th ing  to  make  an  un l im i ted  number  12 

o f  phone  ca l l s  j us t  he lps  us  ou t  t remendous ly .  13 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  14 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   15 

 I ' l l  t ake  a  mot ion  to  c lose  t he  hear ing .  16 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  17 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  19 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  20 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  c los ing  the  hear ing  21 

p lease  say  aye.  22 

 (Aye . )  23 

 Any  opposed?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 
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 The hear ing  i s  c losed.  2 

 We ' l l  take  a  vo te  on  the  l oca l  l aw  to  3 

adop t  the  law  re la ted  to  the  g round sp ray in g  and  4 

ae r ia l  spray ing  o f  pes t i c ides  fo r  adu l t  5 

mosqu i toes .  6 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 7 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  8 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  10 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  11 

 We 've  had a l l  t he  deba te  and  d iscuss ion .  12 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  adop t ing  the  15 

amendment  p lease  say  aye .  16 

 (Aye . )  17 

 Any  opposed?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  20 

 Okay .   Now we ' re  go ing  to  go  to  the  21 

consen t  ca lendar ,  wh ich  are  i t ems tha t  t he  22 

m ino r i ty  and  the  major i t y  have  agreed to  - -  tha t  23 

there ' s  been  su f f i c i en t  a i r i ng  i n  the  commi t tees ,  24 

tha t  t hese  can jus t  be  pu t  f o r th  and  adopte d .   So 25 
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I 'm go ing  to  ca l l  the  numbers ,  and  somebody  wa tch  2 

to  make su re  I  don ' t  make a  m is take .  3 

 I t em Number  5 ,  I tem Number  6 ,  7 ,  8 ,  9 ,  4 

10 ,  11 ,  12 ,  13 ,  14 ,  15 ,  16 ,  17 ,  18 ,  19 ,  20 ,  23 ,  5 

24 ,  25  - -  no t  24  - -  25 ,  26 ,  29 ,  and tha t ' s  i t .  6 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 7 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  8 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  10 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  11 

 Any  pub l ic  comment  on  any  o f  t hose  i tems?  12 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   13 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  14 

 (Aye . )  15 

 Any  opposed?  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 The ayes  have  i t  unan imous ly .  18 

 Now we ' re  go ing  to  do  I t em Number  24 .   We 19 

have  an  amendment  in  the  na tu re  o f  a  20 

subs t i tu t i on ,  wh ich  was c locked in  on  June 1 1,  21 

wh ich  an  amendment  i s  be ing  made  to  subs t i t u te  22 

Schedu le  A ,  B ,  and  C  to  the  easement  agreem ent .   23 

The schedu les  o r ig ina l l y  a t tached were  i nco r rec t .  24 

 May I  have  a  mo t ion  - -  I ' l l  t ake  the  25 
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mo t ion  on  the  amendment .   May  I  have  a  seco nd?  2 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Second .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Seconded  by  4 

Leg is la to r  Gonsa lves .  5 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  the  amendment  as  6 

p roposed  p lease  s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye.  7 

 (Aye . )  8 

 Any  opposed?  9 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   10 

 Now,  I tem Number  24 ,  as  amended.   May I  11 

have  a  mot ion ,  p lease?  12 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  13 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  15 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  16 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion  on  the  i t em as  17 

amended?  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   19 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  20 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   21 

 A l l  those in  favor  p lease say  aye.  22 

 (Aye . )  23 

 Opposed?  24 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  182  Full Legislature – 6-18-12 

 The i t em car r ies  unan imous ly .  2 

 We now go to  I t em Number  30 ,  31 ,  and  32 ,  3 

a re  a l l  co r rec t i ng  anonymous  - -  e r roneous 4 

assessments .   I t em Number  30  i s  Reso lu t i on  1 05 .   5 

I t em 31 is  Reso lu t ion  106.   I t em 32 is  Reso lu t ion  6 

107.  7 

 Do  we have  a  mo t ion ,  p lease? 8 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    So  moved .  9 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:    Second.  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Moved by  Leg is la to r  11 

Gonsa lves ,  seconded by  Leg is la to r  Muscare l l a .  12 

 Any  deba te  o r  d i scuss ion  on  these i t ems?  13 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  s t i l l  had  a  14 

ques t ion  on  th i s .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Denenberg .   16 

I s  Mar t i n  Vo lk  here?   Mar t in  Vo lk?   These a re  17 

your  i tems ,  r igh t?   There  are  two peop le  co ming 18 

up .  19 

 MR.  CESTRA:    My  name is  Je f f rey  Ces t ra  20 

f rom the  Assessmen t  Un i t  and  t i t le ' s  accoun tan t .  21 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    In  the  F inance  22 

Commi t tee  I  had  asked and rea l l y  d idn ' t  ge t  an  23 

answer .   These th ree  i tems ,  I  be l i eve  i t ' s  t h ree  24 

i t ems,  each dea l  w i th  the  coun ty  pay ing  fo r  an  25 
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e r ro r  made  w i th  the  STAR o r  Enhanced  STAR 2 

exempt ion .   I  j us t  don ' t  unders tand i f  i t ' s  a  3 

s ta te  p rog ram,  wh ich  STAR and  Enhanced  i s ,  s ta te  4 

schoo l  t ax  re l i e f ,  wha t  cou ld  we  poss ib l y  h ave  5 

done ,  mis taken where  now the  county  has  to  pay  6 

i t s  res idents  fo r  an  exempt io n  no t  be ing  I  g uess  7 

f i led  co r rec t ly .  8 

 MR.  CESTRA:    Yeah .   See  - -  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    And I  don ' t  ever  10 

reca l l  us  do ing  th is  be fore .  11 

 MR.  CESTRA:    We l l ,  we  have done  i t  12 

be fo re ,  okay?   Bas ica l l y ,  wha t  happens  i s  w e  have 13 

to  ge t  s ta te  app rova l  fo r  the  approva l  o f  t h e  14 

Bas ic  STAR o r  the  Enhanced  STAR,  okay .   And  15 

somet imes the  s ta te  w i l l  say  no ,  we ' re  no t  16 

a l lowed to  take  the  exempt ion ,  and  then say  a  17 

pe r iod  l a te r  tha t  we  can  take  i t .   And  I ' l l  g i ve  18 

you an  examp le .   I f  a  pe rson ,  fo r  example ,  h as  19 

two househo lds  i n  New York  S ta te ,  okay ,  one  in  20 

Westches te r ,  the  o ther  one  in  Nassau  County ,  21 

okay ,  and he ' s  taken  the  exempt ion  i n  Westc hes te r  22 

f i rs t ,  obv ious l y  we have  to  take  tha t  exemp t ion  23 

o f f  be fo re  he 's  a l lowed the  Nassau  County  24 

exempt ion ,  okay ,  and  tha t ' s  what  happened o n  25 
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seve ra l  o f  t hese  exempt ions .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Bu t  t hen  tha t  3 

doesn ' t  sound  l i ke  i t ' s  the  coun ty  e r ro r  th en,  4 

tha t  sounds l i ke  a  s ta te  e r ro r .   So  why are  we  5 

pay ing  fo r  i t ?  6 

 MR.  CESTRA:    R igh t .   S ta te  e r ro r .  7 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  why  a re  we 8 

pay ing  fo r  i t ?  9 

 MR.  CESTRA:    That 's  t he  way ,  a t  t h i s  10 

po in t ,  Nassau  Coun ty  does  i t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I s  t h i s  jus t  12 

co r rec t i ng  the  assessmen t  o r  i s  th is  the  co unty  13 

pay ing  i t  i t se l f?  14 

 MR.  CESTRA:    Th is  i s  co r rec t i ng  the  15 

assessment .  16 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  the  county  17 

doesn ' t  pay  fo r  i t ,  the  s ta te  w i l l ?  18 

 MR.  CESTRA:    I 'm no t  say ing  the  s ta te 's  19 

go ing  to  pay  i t .   In  o ther  words ,  the  t reas u re r  20 

i s  go ing  to  i ssue a  check  and  re fund  the  21 

taxpayer .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Who 's  go ing  to  23 

i ssue the  check?  24 

 MR.  CESTRA:    The t reasu re r ' s  depar tment  25 
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i ssues  the  check .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Nassau  County  3 

i ssues  the  check?  4 

 MR.  CESTRA:    Nassau  County .  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t ' s  a  cor rec t ion  6 

i n  assessmen t  to  re f lec t  t ha t  someone was 7 

en t i t l ed  to  STAR o r  en t i t l ed  to  Enhanced  STA R.   8 

And because o f  t he  way  you  descr ibed  i t ,  a  s ta te  9 

m is take ,  t hey  d idn ' t  ge t  t ha t  STAR o r  Enhan ced  10 

STAR c red i t  o r  t he i r  assessmen t  d idn ' t  re f l ec t  11 

the  reduc t ion  because the  STAR o r  Enhanced STAR,  12 

why shou ld  the  county  t reasu re r  be  pay ing  i t ?   13 

F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  i t ' s  a  s ta te  p rogram to  beg in  w i th .   14 

And i f  t he  e r ro r  was  due  to  the  s ta te  and a l l  the  15 

coun ty  does ,  nea r  as  I  cou ld  te l l ,  i s  p roce ss  the  16 

app l ica t ion ,  r i gh t ,  so  why  wou ld  the  county  be  17 

pay ing  fo r  t h is?  18 

 MR.  CESTRA:    The Coun ty  i s  ob l i ga ted  to  19 

pay  f i rs t .    20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Wi l l  we ge t  21 

re funded  f rom the  s ta te?  22 

 MR.  CESTRA:    No ,  a t  t h i s  po in t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  don ' t  ge t  i t .   24 

I t  makes  - -  we  p rocess  i t  on  t ime,  i t ' s  s ta t e  25 
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schoo l  t ax  re l i e f ,  t he  s ta te  makes  the  m is ta ke  2 

and doesn ' t  c red i t  someone  because ,  as  you sa id  3 

i t ,  they  th ink  they ' re  i n  Wes tches te r  bu t  t hey ' re  4 

i n  Nassau County .   Why  wou ld  the  county  hav e  to  5 

re fund  a  s ta te  schoo l  tax  re l i e f  un less  we d id  6 

someth ing  wrong  w i th  the  f i l i ng  and tu rn ing  i t  7 

down ,  and we  don ' t  do  tha t .  8 

 MR.  CESTRA:    Leg is la tu re  Denenberg ,  9 

f i rs t  o f  a l l ,  t he  coun ty  i sn ' t  go ing  to  ge t  the  10 

money back  f rom the  s ta te ,  okay .   I f  any th i ng ,  11 

okay ,  the  county  wou ld  ge t  t he i r  money  f rom  the  12 

schoo l  d is t r i c t ,  okay .   Fo r  the  way i t ' s  se t  up  13 

now,  okay ,  Nassau Coun ty  i s  pay ing  fo r  t he  14 

re fund .    15 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I t ' s  s ta te  schoo l  16 

tax  re l i e f .   I t ' s  my  unders tand ing  tha t  the  s ta te  17 

g i ves  the  re l ie f  f o r  schoo l  t axes ,  r igh t?  18 

 MR.  CESTRA:    The s ta te  i s  g i v ing  a id  to  19 

the  schoo ls .  20 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Cor rec t .  21 

 MR.  CESTRA:    That 's  how i t ' s  done .  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    So  why  a re  we 23 

pay ing  fo r  a  mis take?  I  don ' t  ge t  i t .  24 

 MR.  CESTRA:    A t  t h i s  po in t  - -  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford .  2 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    F rom what  I  unders tand 3 

o f  t h i s ,  t he  STAR and Enhanced  STAR is  some th ing  4 

tha t  t he  s ta te  a l l ows each  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  - -  we  5 

can have  taken o f f  o f  ou r  assessed  va lues  o r  6 

whatever  coun ty  taxes  or  s ta te  schoo l  taxes  we ' re  7 

go ing  to  pay ,  co r rec t?  8 

 MR.  CESTRA:    Cor rec t .  9 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    So i f  have  $1300 10 

Enhanced  STAR,  I 'm  ent i t led  to  take  tha t  an d  I  11 

pay  tha t  - -  tha t  shou ld  be  ta ken  o f f  o f  my t ax  12 

b i l l  and  I  shou ld  pay  $1300 less .  13 

 MR.  CESTRA:    Cor rec t .  14 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    So what  we ' re  say ing  15 

i s  t ha t  in  the  pas t  the  s ta te  has  made  a  mis take  16 

where  I  shou ld  have had the  STAR on my  taxe s  on  17 

my  p roper t y  i n  Long Beach,  bu t  somehow o r  a nothe r  18 

i t  was  on  my  proper t y  in  ups ta te  New York  w here  I  19 

don ' t  want  to  have  the  STAR,  cor rec t?  20 

 MR.  CESTRA:    Okay .  21 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    So what 's  happen ing  i s  22 

tha t  t he  person  who was en t i t l ed  to  the  STA R and  23 

the  Enhanced  STAR overpa id  the i r  t axes  by  24 

whatever  the  STAR or  Enhanced  STAR reduc t io n  i s .   25 
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Cor rec t?  2 

 MR.  CESTRA:    Okay .   Cor rec t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    And  tha t ' s  why we ' re  4 

pay ing  them back ,  because the y  ove rpa id .   Th ey  5 

g r ieved i t  t o  say  I  was  en t i t l ed  to  th is  ST AR 6 

deduct ion  or  Enhanced STAR.   There fo re ,  l i k e  7 

we 've  done  w i th  a l l  the  over  assessmen ts ,  w e 've  8 

a lways  pa id  back  wha t  a  pe rson  was  e i the r  o wed  o r  9 

overpa id ,  co r rec t?  10 

 MR.  CESTRA:    Cor rec t .  11 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Thank  you.  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Anybody  e lse?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 Thank you.  15 

 We ' l l  take  a  vo te .  16 

 Any  pub l ic  comment?  17 

 (No ve rba l  response. )  18 

 A l l  those in  favor  o f  the  th ree  i t ems 19 

p lease  s ign i f y  by  say ing  aye .  20 

 (Aye . )  21 

 Any  opposed?  22 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   23 

 The i t ems ca r ry  unan imous ly .  24 

 A re  there  any  o the r  i t ems to  come be fo re  25 
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us?  Okay.    2 

 I 'm go ing  to  recess  th is  mee t ing ,  and 3 

we ' re  go ing  to  go  back  i n to  pub l ic  comment .   4 

We ' re  recess ing  th is  mee t ing  because ,  as  I  5 

announced be fore ,  w i th  the  bond ing ,  there 's  a l l  6 

k inds  o f  s tu f f  t ha t  we  have to  do ,  s tu f f  go ing  on  7 

tha t  may  o r  may  no t  be  go ing  on  up  i n  A lbany ;  I  8 

have  no  idea ,  I  jus t  work  he re .   I f  they  ne ed to  9 

ge t  a  home ru le  message,  i f  t here  shou ld  be  some 10 

k ind  o f  ag reemen t  in  A lbany ,  we ' l l  be  ab le  to  11 

come back  together ,  a l though  I  t h ink  i t ' s  p re t ty  12 

l a te  i n  the  game.   But  we ' l l  see .  13 

 We ' l l  recess  th i s  meet ing ,  and  we ' l l  go  14 

back  to  pub l i c  comment .  15 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  recessed 16 

a t  4 :22  p .m. )  17 

 (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  18 

reconvened  a t  4 :25  p .m. )  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Randy Ma lone .   Randy  20 

Ma lone?   21 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   22 

 Randy Ma lone?  23 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   24 

 Gwen  O 'Shea.  25 
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 MS.  O 'SHEA:    I  s ta r ted  o f f  w r i t ing  good  2 

morn ing ,  bu t  obv ious ly  tha t ' s  no t  the  case.   So 3 

good  a f te rnoon.   I ’m  Gwen O 'Shea  w i th  the  H ea l th  4 

and We l fa re  Counc i l  o f  Long I s land ,  and I 'm  5 

obv ious l y  he re  tes t i f y ing  on  some o f  t he  cu t s  to  6 

a  va r ie t y  o f  hea l th  and human  se rv ice  progr ams  7 

tha t  a re  ava i lab le  to  Nassau  County  res iden ts .  8 

 I t  was  a t  the  t ime  tha t  the  cu r ren t  9 

admin i s t ra t i on  took  o f f i ce  a  number  o f  year s  ago  10 

tha t  we,  as  par t  o f  the  hea l th  and  human  se rv i ce  11 

sec tor ,  as  the  umbre l l a  agency ,  unders tood the  12 

d i f f i cu l t  f i sca l  c l ima te  tha t  they  the  coun ty  was 13 

in  and  the  b leak  ou t look  tha t  was ahead fo r  the  14 

years  tha t  wou ld  fo l low,  and  we o f fe red  to  the  15 

coun ty  admin i s t ra t ion ,  as  we l l  as  to  a l l  e l ec ted  16 

o f f i c i a l s ,  ou r  ass is tance in  p lann ing  fo r  an d 17 

manag ing  the  c r i t i ca l  se rv ices  tha t ,  t h roug h  th i s  18 

sec tor ,  we  unders tood re fo rm was  necessa ry  to  be  19 

ab le  to  manage,  and tha t  t he re  wou ld  be  a  g row ing 20 

number  o f  those  most  vu lne rab le  and in  need  tha t  21 

we  wou ld  be  ca l l ed  on  to  ass i s t .  22 

 Because i t  was  an  area  tha t  we  knew and 23 

unders tood ,  we o f fe red  our  he lp  and express ed,  on  24 

numerous  occas ions ,  ou r  w i l l i ngness  to  par t ner  i n  25 
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a  pa r tne rsh ip  co l l abora t ive  manner ,  and i t  was  as  2 

recent  as  las t  summer  and in  the  fa l l  tha t  we 3 

spoke w i th  the  county  execut i ve ' s  o f f i ce  and  h is  4 

s ta f f  abou t  how can we  p lan  approp r ia te l y  t o  5 

ma in ta in  the  de l i very  o f  serv i ces .  6 

 A t  t ha t  t ime  many leg i s la to rs  we lcomed  7 

ou r  ideas  and  were  very  recep t ive  and in  fa c t  8 

suppor ted  them.   However ,  the  admin i s t ra t io n  a t  9 

tha t  t ime and  o the rs  sa id  no  thank  you .   So ,  here  10 

we  a re  today ,  t here fore  ask ing ,  s ince  ou r  11 

p lann ing  wasn ' t  necessary  and  ou r  ass i s tanc e  12 

wasn ' t  necessary ,  what  i s  happen ing  re la ted  to  13 

coun ty  l eadersh ip .  14 

 Each  o f  the  e lec ted  o f f i c i a l s ,  i nc lud ing  15 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve ,  was e lec ted  to  manage  and 16 

do  the  county 's  bus iness ,  and  pa r t  o f  tha t  17 

bus iness  i s  ensu r ing  the  p rov i s ion  o f  se rv i ces  18 

th rough hea l th  and  human  serv i ce  p rov ide rs .   19 

However ,  w i th  a l l  due respec t ,  r igh t  now i t  i s  20 

s imp ly  imposs ib le  fo r  hea l th  and  human  serv i ce  21 

p rov iders  to  do  bus iness .   Co n t rac ted  agenc i es ,  22 

many  o f  wh ich  were  ou ts ide  on  the  s teps  th i s  23 

morn ing ,  some o f  wh ich  a re  s t i l l  here  today ,  a re  24 

pa id  to  p rov ide  se rv ices ,  and  to  p rov ide  se rv i ces  25 
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to  those  mos t  vu lnerab le  and  a t - r i sk .   I ns te ad ,  2 

we ' re  ou ts ide  th is  morn ing  and  a re  i n  the  ro om 3 

today  because  they  have to  ensure  tha t  t he i r  4 

cont rac ts  a re  ma in ta ined .   And  the  ques t ion  is  5 

why is  the re  money  be ing  spen t  by  hav ing  th em 6 

he re  i n  the  room ra the r  than  have them in  t he i r  7 

agenc ies  p rov id ing  the  serv i ces  and prog ram s  tha t  8 

a re  so  c r i t i ca l  fo r  those the y  serve?  And p ar t  9 

o f  t ha t  i s  because  they ' re  be ing  asked  to  p lay  a  10 

game o f  po l i t i ca l  p ing  pong,  and  they  need to  be  11 

he re  to  advocate  to  ensu re  tha t  the i r  con t r ac ts  12 

a re  in  p lace  a f te r  t he  f i r s t  week o f  Ju l y  t o  13 

ensu re  they ' re  ab le  to  serve  those  who  a re  mos t  14 

i n  need.  15 

 And wh i l e  we  o f fe red  our  serv i ces  to  16 

ass i s t  t he  coun ty  in  ma in ta in ing  a  sec to r  a  17 

number  o f  yea rs  ago,  we d id  tha t  a lso  to  en sure  18 

max imiz ing  the  federa l  and  s ta te  do l la rs  th a t  19 

come in to  the  coun ty  and  tha t  a re  now a t - r i s k .  20 

 We now,  ins tead  o f  be ing  asked  to  he lp  21 

p lan ,  a re  be ing  asked to  manage a  po l i t i ca l  22 

p rob lem tha t  rea l l y  i sn ' t  ou r  do ing  and i t  rea l l y  23 

i sn ' t  ou r  a rea  o f  exper t i se .   Bo r row ing  and  24 

bond ing  has  no th ing  to  do  w i th  wha t  we  do,  and  25 
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those tha t  we  represen t  a re  be ing  used  as  pa wns 2 

i n  th i s  i ssue  and i t ' s  rea l l y  no t  approp r ia te .  3 

 Wh i le  many  say  the re 's  a  f i sca l  emergency  4 

i n  Nassau County ,  we  suggest  t ha t  the  count y  5 

recogn ize  and  dec la re  a  s ta te  o f  emergency  fo r  6 

hea l th  and  human  serv i ces  and  fo r  those who  are  7 

most  vu lne rab le .   We be l ieve ,  w i th  a l l  due 8 

respec t ,  t ha t  i t ' s  a  shame tha t  we  a re  here  9 

today .   And i f  you  a re  go ing  to  dec ide  to  c u t  10 

cont rac ts  and  se rv ices ,  tha t  i s  your  dec is i on .  11 

Bu t  to  b lame agenc ies  when  tha t  happens,  to  pu t  12 

us  i n  the  midd le ,  i s  no t ,  in  fac t ,  f a i r .  13 

 The dec i s ion  to  be  made is  you r  dec i s ion ,  14 

and i t ' s  no t  as  a  resu l t  o f  t he  sec tor  no t  coming 15 

ou t ,  no t  speak ing  ou t  on  beha l f  o f  t he  impo r tance 16 

o f  t he  serv i ces  and speak ing  ou t  on  beha l f  o f  17 

those who are  most  vu lne rab le .   We s t i l l  be l ieve  18 

tha t  t oday  the re  a re  oppor tun i t i es  to  d raw d own 19 

the  fede ra l  do l l a rs  and the  s ta te  do l l a rs  t ha t  20 

we ,  as  taxpayers ,  send  to  A lbany  and  Wash in g ton ,  21 

D .C. ,  wh ich  w i l l  now be a t - r i sk .   We a re  ask ing  22 

you to  work  w i th  us  to  main ta in  those se rv i ces ,  23 

to  do  your  due d i l igence ,  and  ensu re  those 24 

se rv ices  a re  the re ,  because the  s tando f f  i s  25 
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rea l l y  shamefu l ,  and  those  tha t  a re  be ing  h e ld  2 

hos tage are  the  most  vu lne rab le  in  Nassau C oun ty  3 

- -  our  you th ,  ou r  sen iors ,  th ose  w i th  s ign i f i can t  4 

menta l  hea l th  i ssues .   And  so  the  cho ice  is  yours  5 

- -  6 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  th ree  m inutes  have 7 

exp i red .  8 

 MS.  O 'SHEA:    you  can cont inue  to  p lay  9 

po l i t i ca l  p ing  pong and use the  ind i v idua ls  tha t  10 

we  serve  as  pawns,  o r  we  can  ask  you  to  do  wha t  11 

you were  e lec ted  to  do ,  wh ich  is  t o  s tand u p  and  12 

p ro tec t  those  who are  most  vu lne rab le .  13 

 Thank you.  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  15 

 Eon Ba i l ey .  16 

 MR.  BAILEY:    I  shou ld  say  good 17 

a f te rnoon,  good  even ing .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Good  a f te rnoon .  19 

 MR.  BAILEY:    What  i s  happen ing  he re  on  20 

these proposed cu ts  cou ld  be  cons ide red a  c r ime 21 

aga ins t  human i t y  here  in  Nassau Coun ty .   I  am in  22 

the  t renches  w i th  peop le  w i th  subs tance abu se,  23 

youths ,  and sen iors .   I f  t hese  serv i ces  are  cu t ,  24 

some o f  the  th ings  tha t  you do  no t  unders tan d is  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  195  Full Legislature – 6-18-12 

the  peop le  who a re  coming ou t  o f  t he  cor rec t iona l  2 

i ns t i t u t ions ,  peop le  w i th  two  bod ies ,  one b ody ,  3 

i n  o ther  words  they  have  k i l l ed  two peop le ,  4 

peop le  who  have  spen t  25  yea rs  i n  ja i l ,  ten  years  5 

i n  j a i l ,  f i ve  years  in  j a i l .   And when  thes e  6 

fo lks  come to  the  commun i t y ,  t hey  need  to  h ave  7 

peop le  who  can counse l  t hem so  tha t  they  ca n  be  8 

adequa te ly  rec i r cu la ted  w i th in  the  communi t y ,  9 

w i th  a  sense  o f  pu rpose.   Othe rw ise ,  i f  the se 10 

th ings  do  no t  t ake  p lace ,  a l l  o f  us  w i l l  be  in  11 

t roub le .   Eve ryone  w i l l  be  in  t roub le .  12 

 To  cu t  you th  se rv i ces  is  a  c r ime .   You  13 

need  to  unders tand  a lso  tha t  t he re  a re  peop le  14 

w i th in  the  communi ty  who  a re  w i l l i ng  to  wor k .   15 

Because a l l  o f  you  leg is la to rs  have two job s ;  the  16 

f i rs t  one is  to  ge t  e lec ted  and the  second one  i s  17 

to  ge t  re -e lec ted .   And p lay ing  w i th  the  18 

d i senf ranch ised  o f  t he  commun i ty  i s  a  s in .   And 19 

we  p romise  you a l l  t ha t  we  w i l l  wo rk  d i l ige n t l y  20 

w i th  a l l  t hose who  need the  ass i s tance  and a l l  21 

the  o the r  p rograms  to  le t  them know where  y ou a l l  22 

s tand when  i t  comes to  de fend ing  the  r igh ts  o f  23 

the  d i senf ranch ised,  t he  same peop le  who  pu t  you  24 

in  o f f i ce ,  and I 'm  ta l k ing  to  bo th  s ides  o f  the  25 
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pa r t y .   I 'm no t  ta lk ing  to  one  s ide .   The t h ing  2 

shou ld  be  peop le  f i r s t .   And  as  John  Casey used 3 

to  say ,  we  th ink  o f  the  p lan  and  no t  t he  man .   So 4 

you a l l  shou ld  p lease th ink  abou t  th is .  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  6 

 Joanne  Borden .  7 

 MS.  BORDEN:   Va r ia t i on  i s  na tu re 's  bes t  8 

th ing .   Na tu re  l oves  var ia t i on  so  much  tha t  she 9 

has  9 ,000 spec ies  o f  b i rds ,  28 ,000  k inds  o f  f i sh ,  10 

350,000 d i f f e ren t  beet les .   A l l  toge ther ,  sh e  has  11 

over  two  m i l l ion  d i f fe ren t  spec ies .   Nature  l i kes  12 

va r ia t ion  in  peop le  a l so .    13 

 We 've  a l l  hea rd  the  say ing  no  two peop le  14 

a re  a l i ke ,  everyone is  d i f fe ren t ;  we l l ,  i t ' s  15 

t rue .   Nature  says  I  make them d i f fe ren t  be cause  16 

I  can  and I  l i ke  to  p roduce va r ia t ions .  17 

 Everyone  accepts  na ture ' s  va r ia t ions  18 

because everyone  has  a  var ia t i on  o f  some k i nd .   19 

However ,  when  the  b i r t h  va r ia t ion  invo lves  hav ing  20 

two sexes ,  one ins ide  and a  d i f f e ren t  one 21 

v i s ib le ,  peop le  don ' t  l i ke  us .   Even  when m ed ica l  22 

researchers  a l l  bu t  p rove conc lus i ve ly  tha t  we  23 

a re  s imp ly  a  b i r th  var ia t i on ,  they  don ' t  l i ke  us .   24 

Those tha t  do  no t  be l i eve  i t  i s  a  b i r t h  var ia t ion  25 
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must  th ink  we  do  i t  to  ge t  f i r ed  f rom ou r  j ob  2 

when  our  sec re t  i s  d iscove red ,  o r  so  the  la nd lord  3 

can fo rce  us  ou t  o f  ou r  apar tmen t  when  a  pe ep ing  4 

tom repor t s  us .   I t  must  be  so  we can be  re fused  5 

se rv ice  in  a  res tauran t  and fo rced  to  leave  in  6 

embar rassmen t .   The ve ry  bes t  reason  i s  we wan t  7 

the  emergency  se rv ice  to  re fuse  to  t rea t  us  a f te r  8 

an  acc iden t .   Those th ings  have and are  happ en ing  9 

somewhere  now and happen ing  as  I  speak .   An d  10 

don ' t  fo rge t  ou r  des i re  to  be  mis t rea ted  by  the  11 

Nassau  County  Po l i ce  bad  app les  tha t  I  repo r ted  12 

to  you  p rev ious l y .   We have no  purpose ,  no  13 

mo t i ve .   Th i s  was imposed on  us  by  someth ing  more  14 

power fu l  t han  ou r  l i fe long  de termina t ion  to  be  15 

f ree  o f  i t .  16 

 We spend  our  l i ves  t ry ing  to  be  l i ke  17 

everyone  e lse ,  bu t  we never  w in .   I t  goes  b eyond  18 

the  c lo thes  tha t  we are  dr iven  to  wear ,  tha t  on l y  19 

p laces  us  a t  the  r i sk  o f  phys i ca l  ha rm f rom  20 

ha te rs .   We take  power fu l  hor mones  so  we  can  fee l  21 

a  l i t t le  l i ke  ou r  t rue  sex .   We undergo dan gerous  22 

opera t ions  to  ge t  c loser  to  ou r  iden t i t y .   We are  23 

l i te ra l l y  fo rced  to  p lace  ou rse l ves  a t  r i sk  and 24 

in  danger  a l l  t o  c la im  our  t rue  iden t i t y  an d  25 
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p rove ou r  ex i s tence to  ourse l ves .   We jus t  wan t  2 

to  be  t rea ted  equa l l y  l i ke  a l l  o f  o the r  God 's  3 

ch i l d ren .   I  p ray  you gran t  us  c iv i l  r igh ts ,  4 

Lo rd .   Lord ,  g i ve  these leg i s la to rs  the  s t r eng th  5 

to  s ta r t  t he  process  o f  f ree ing  us  f rom the  ve ry  6 

wors t  pa r t  o f  d i sc r im ina t i on ,  the  fear  o f  i t .  7 

 Thank you.  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  9 

 Mar ia  A l i sa  Quadra .    10 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   11 

 She le f t .  12 

 Mar i ssa  Fahee ,  G len  Cove .   Mar issa  Fahee .    13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 She le f t .  15 

 K r is ten  Fe r ra r i .  16 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   17 

 Queven  Garc ia .   Queven  Garc ia .  18 

 (No ve rba l  response. )    19 

 Margar i t a  Gross ing .  20 

 VOICE:    She ' s  no t  here .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    James Hodge.  22 

 MR.  HODGE:    James  Hodge .   I 'm  no t  23 

exac t l y  su re  - -  we l l ,  so  much  has  been  sa id .   24 

I ' ve  been he re  the  who le  morn ing .  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  25 
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jus t  add  on  to  a l l  o f  the  o th e r  speakers  tha t  2 

have  been ta l k ing  abou t  sav ing  you th  funds .  3 

 As  I  s i t  here ,  i t  saddens me  to  hear  4 

l eg i s la to rs  go ing  back  and  fo r th  so  much .   When,  5 

o f  cou rse ,  you have to  debate  aga ins t  d i f fe ren t  6 

th ings ,  bu t  t he re  shou ld  be  no  debate  about  youth  7 

se rv ices  be ing  cu t .   I t  shou ldn ' t  be  on  the  8 

tab le .  9 

 I 'm no t  exac t ly  su re  how many  o f  you  g rew 10 

up  th rough  youth  agenc ies  or  came th rough y outh  11 

agenc ies .   I 'm one  tha t  has  been  ab le  to  ha ve 12 

been  b lessed  by  go ing  th rough  the  Long  Beac h  13 

Mar t in  Lu the r  K ing  Cen te r ,  wh ich  now I  s tan d  as  14 

the  board  cha i r .   I  know tha t  i f  i t  had no t  been  15 

fo r  the  Long  Beach  Mar t i n  Lu ther  K ing  Cente r  16 

wh ich ,  when I  was  younger  the re  are  two boa rd  17 

members  he re ,  when  I  was  jus t  a  teenager  an d  f i ve  18 

and e igh t  yea rs  o ld ,  t hey  were  on  the  board  and I  19 

saw the  d i l i gen t  j ob  tha t  they  d id ,  and i t  20 

i nsp i red  me to  do  what  I 'm  do ing  now.  21 

 I t  saddens  me  to  th ink  wha t  wou ld  have  22 

happened  i f  i t  wasn ' t  there .   Where  my  pare n ts  - -  23 

we  d idn ' t  have a l l  o f  the  f i nances  to  be  ab le  to  24 

ge t  the  foods  tha t  t he  Cen te r  p rov ided  fo r  us ,  25 
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and f i ve  o 'c lock  mea ls ,  and whethe r  i t  was  f ree  2 

cheese  o r  f ree  peanu t  bu t te r ,  a l l  o f  t hose 3 

d i f f e ren t  th ings  tha t  peop le  take  fo r  g ran t ed ,  4 

and we  d idn ' t .   And I  s t i l l  r emember  those.   I ’m  5 

so  g ra te fu l .   I 'm so  g ra te fu l  fo r  when  my m other  6 

p robab ly  cou ldn ' t  he lp  me w i th  homework ,  I  had  7 

peop le  the re  he lp ing  me wi th  my homework  and  8 

ass i s t ing  me .    9 

 I t  saddens  me  to  th ink  tha t  where  we  10 

fought  so  ha rd  on  the  red  l i gh t  cameras ,  wh ere  11 

even  be fore  tha t ,  you th  w i l l  a lways  were  a l ways  12 

be ing  pu t  on  the  tab le ,  and then  we found a  13 

so lu t i on ,  to  say  i t ' s  d i sc re t i onary  money an d we  14 

can take  th i s ,  wh ich  you th  shou ldn ' t  be  15 

d i sc re t i onary .   And i f  you  can  f ind  a  way f o r  i t  16 

be  manda ted money - -  so  we  had  the  money  f r om the  17 

red  l i gh t  cameras  and i t  was  des igna ted  fo r  18 

youth .   Ye t ,  somehow the  vo te  changed tha t .  19 

 I  say  to  a l l  o f  you ,  when is  the  l as t  20 

t ime  you  sa t  and  wen t  in  some o f  t hese  yout h  21 

agenc ies  and  saw the  work  tha t  t hey  d id?   I  know,  22 

Mr .  Becker ,  you  sa id  a  l o t  about  God .   You p ray  23 

tha t  we have  God  do th is  and  do  tha t .   Wel l ,  24 

you ' re  e lec ted ,  so  God  has  b lessed  you  to  b e  i n  25 
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tha t  spo t .   So  you r  dec i s ion ,  He 's  watch ing  what  2 

you do .   So you  can pray  a l l  you  wan t ,  bu t  he ' s  3 

l e t t ing  you have  tha t  oppor tun i t y  to  make t ha t  4 

vo te .   So wha t  was  you r  vo te  on  the  red  l ig h t  5 

camera  d is t r i c t  be fo re  you  p rayed tha t  day?   6 

Wa i t .   Ho ld  on  one  second,  Be cke r .  7 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    But  you ' re  ask ing  me 8 

a  ques t ion .  9 

 MR.  HODGE:    I  know.   Bu t  I  want  you  to  10 

answer  tha t  i n  a  m inute ,  a f te r  I 'm  f in ished .   I  11 

on ly  go t  t h ree  m inutes .   Thank  you .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Sure .  13 

 MR.  HODGE:    As  you pray  and  as  you,  you  14 

know,  ta lk  to  God and He 's  p robab ly  ta lk ing  back  15 

to  you .   A re  you  hear ing?  I s  anybody hear i ng  16 

what  maybe  God i s  say ing?  17 

 I  know,  Mr .  Schmi t t ,  you  te l l  everybody 18 

to  k ind  o f  qu ie t  down.   I  wan t  you  to  hear  me now 19 

because I  know you  was  hav ing  a  l i t t le  20 

conversa t i on .    21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I ’m hear ing  you.  22 

 MR.  HODGE:    Okay .   Thank you .  23 

 My  po in t  i s  t h i s ,  tha t  I  know tha t  Mrs .  24 

Fo rd  worked very  d i l igen t  fo r  many  yea rs  w i th  the  25 
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Mar t in  Lu the r  K ing  Cen te r  and  he lp ing  us  ou t .   2 

Bu t  I  say  to  Mrs .  Fo rd ,  I  know you 've  worke d  very  3 

d i l i gen t .   Bu t  I  say  to  you tha t  I  encourag e  you ,  4 

know ing the  work  tha t  we  do and many  t imes tha t  5 

you ' ve  been to  the  Cen te r ,  i t  saddens me  an d  I  6 

have  to  leave  he re  and  go  to  a  boa rd  mee t in g  to  7 

f i nd  ou t  wha t  a re  we  go ing  to  do  w i th  ou r  8 

ch i l d ren  ove r  the  summer t ime?   Wha t  a re  we g o ing  9 

to  do  w i th  ou r  p rograms tha t  we have?  Beca use  10 

Nassau  County  Youth  Board  is  a  g rea t  par t  o f  our  11 

budget ,  l i ke  so  many  o thers .   What  w i l l  we do .  12 

 Aga in ,  when i s  the  l as t  t ime  tha t  many  13 

leg i s la to rs  here  have been  to  youth  agenc ies ?   I f  14 

you can s i t  and  p lay  w i th  you th  money,  i f  y ou  can 15 

p lay  w i th  money  tha t  i s  budge ted  fo r  you th  - -  I  16 

don ' t  unders tand  i t  and so  many o f  t he  o the r  17 

youth  w i l l  no t  unders tand i t  e i t he r .    18 

 I  cou ld  say  so  much.   There ' s  been  some 19 

g rea t  speakers  be fore  me .   Bu t  I  know I ' ve  b een 20 

one tha t ' s  been  a f fec ted  g rea t ly  bu t  wha t  m y  l i f e  21 

has  been  impacted  by  a l l  o f  t hose peop le  th a t  22 

came th rough  the  you th  cen te r  and a l l  o f  th ose  23 

peop le  tha t  t aught  me.   Bu t  now as  I  go  bac k  to  24 

Long  Beach  - -  and there ' s  so  many peop le  tha t  25 
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w i l l  ga the r  l a te r  today  fo r  ou r  commun i t y  m eet ing  2 

to  see  wha t  w i l l  we do?  I  don ' t  know.   To  have 3 

th ree  weeks  to  dec ide  what  we ' re  go ing  to  d o  w i th  4 

ch i l d ren ,  i t  may  be  easy  fo r  some bu t  i t ' s  very  5 

ha rd  fo r  a l l  o f  us .    6 

 So  as  you go  back  and you th ink  abou t  7 

what  you ' re  go ing  to  do ,  I  say  th ink  you rse lves .   8 

Don ' t  th ink  on  par ty  l ines  - -  the  Repub l ican  9 

Par t y  w i l l  be  mad a t  me,  the  Democra t .   Th i nk  10 

abou t  the  ch i ld ren .   Aga in ,  i f  t he re 's  mone y  tha t  11 

you can f i nd ,  yeah ,  i t ' s  s t i l l  a  de f ic i t  ev en i f  12 

you take  tha t  money away .   So  why take  tha t  13 

money?   Take  i t  f r om somewhere  e lse .  14 

 I 'm he re  to  advoca te  on  beha l f  o f  you th  15 

today .   Because  i f  you  th ink  c r ime  i s  down now - -  16 

and Mr .  Becke r ,  anothe r  th ing  you sa id ,  aga in ,  17 

you sa id  I  don ' t  rea l l y  bene f i t  f r om th i s .   Bu t  18 

be l i eve  me ,  I  don ' t  know how many youth  pro g rams  19 

in  you r  d i s t r i c t ,  bu t  i f  you  c lose  those  yo u th  20 

agenc ies ,  you  th ink  you don ' t  bene f i t .   Whe n  you  21 

have  somebody  h i t t ing  you ups ide  you r  head 22 

because they  haven ' t  been taught  - -  and I 'm  be ing  23 

fo r  rea l .    24 

 S ta t is t i cs  show tha t  mos t  c r imes  by  25 
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juven i les  a re  commi t ted  be tween 3 :00  and  7 : 00  2 

p .m.   That 's  because  the  you th  agenc ies  are  3 

keep ing  them indoors  and  teach ing  them,  and  4 

t ra in ing  them,  and  he lp ing  them be  p roduc t i ve  5 

c i t i zens .   So  i f  you  have no t  - -  i f  you  fee l  t ha t  6 

you have  no t  benef i t ted  f rom you th  agenc ies ,  7 

you ' re  sad ly  mis taken.   You ' re  sad ly  m is tak en.  8 

 Now you can go  ahead .   I ’m  f i n ished.  9 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Thank  you  very  much .   10 

I  apprec ia te  i t .  11 

 Number  one .   Le t ' s  - -  I  th ink  tha t  12 

there ' s  a  p rob lem here ,  and tha t ' s  t ha t  th i s  13 

gove rnment  i s  runn ing  ou t  o f  money .   14 

In te res t ing l y  enough ,  somehow peop le  a ren ' t  15 

g rasp ing  the  fac t  tha t  we 've  a lways  bonded the  16 

tax  ce r t io ra r i  p roceed ings  - -  money.   So  i f  we 've  17 

a lways  done i t  and  they  re fuse  to  do  i t ,  tha t  18 

means tha t  t here 's  a  cer ta in  amoun t  o f  cash  f l ow  19 

tha t ' s  no  longer  ava i l ab le  to  th is  governme n t .   20 

And I  th ink  you  heard  a  lo t  o f  wha t  was tak ing  21 

p lace .  22 

 When  I  p ray  abou t  th is  i ssue ,  I 'm pray ing  23 

tha t  t he  o the r  s ide  w i l l  see  the  l igh t  a  l i t t l e  24 

b i t .    25 
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 MR.  HODGE:   Wel l  I  - -  2 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    You  spoke  a  l ong 3 

t ime .   So you ' re  go ing  to  have  to  le t  me  f i n ish .  4 

 That 's  why  I 'm so  angu ished by  th i s .  5 

 When  I  sa id  I  don ' t  bene f i t ,  I  mean my  6 

d i s t r i c t  doesn ' t  benef i t .   I  d idn ' t  say  tha t  I  7 

d idn ' t  care  abou t  o the r  peop le ,  and God 's  8 

ch i l d ren ,  no  ma t te r  where  they  may  be.   I  d id  9 

spec i f i ca l l y  say  tha t  I  saw the  E lmont  p rog ram - -  10 

i t  was  no t  j us t  a  few k ids  bu t  hundreds  o f  k ids .   11 

Someth ing  - -  you  and  I  a re  f r i ends  and  12 

someth ing ' s  m iss ing  be tween what  I ' ve  been say ing  13 

and what  you r  s ta temen ts  a re  cur ren t ly .  14 

 I 'm say ing  to  you tha t  mos t  o f  t he  peop le  15 

who have  bene f i t ted  f rom th i s  a re  in  Kevan 16 

Abraham's  d i s t r i c t  and  perhaps  Rober t  Tro ia no ' s  17 

d i s t r i c t  and  o thers .   And I 'm  say ing  to  you  tha t  18 

I  ca re  about  those  k ids ,  even  though  they ' r e  no t  19 

i n  my d i s t r i c t .   I  don ' t  wan t  to  see  the  fu nd ing  20 

cu t .   In  fac t ,  I  f ough t  ve ry ,  ve ry  hard  to  make 21 

su re  tha t  the  fund ing  wasn ' t  cu t  when the  b udget  22 

f i rs t  occu r red .   But  I  don ' t  know why peop le  a re  23 

m iss ing  the  fac t  t ha t  i f  you  norma l l y  bond 24 

someth ing  - -  i n  o the r  words ,  i f  you  no rmal l y  may  25 
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pu t  someth ing  on  the  c red i t  ca rd  and  you  do n ' t  2 

take  i t  ou t  o f  you r  cash  f low ,  i f  tha t ' s  no t  3 

there  anymore  then  i t  has  to  come ou t  o f  yo u r  4 

cash  f low.    5 

 So  I 'm  wonder ing ,  on  the  o the r  s ide  o f  6 

the  a i s le ,  I  vo ted  fo r  t he  bond ing .   I  vo te d  fo r  7 

$41 mi l l ion  coming  in to  the  coun ty  co f fe rs  to  pay  8 

these tax  se t t l ements  so  tha t  money doesn ' t  have  9 

to  be  used  - -  t ha t  money  does n ' t  have to  be  used  10 

fo r  tax  ce r t i o ra r i  p roceed ings .   I t ' s  k ind  o f  11 

ve ry  s imp le  math .   I t ' s  no t  even  very ,  very  12 

comp l i ca ted .  13 

 MR.  HODGE:    I  hea r  what  you ' re  say ing .  14 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    You  have  to  15 

unders tand  someth ing ,  though .   I  t ake  a  l i t t le  16 

b i t  o f  o f fense to  the  fac t  th a t  you th ink  I  don ' t  17 

bene f i t .   You  m isunders tood comp le te ly .   Be cause  18 

I  th ink  you know,  know ing me ,  tha t  I  care  a  grea t  19 

dea l .  20 

 Now I 'm confused  and  I 'm  k ind  o f  21 

hear tb roken tha t  Leg is la to r  Ab rahams and  ev en 22 

Leg is la to r  T ro iano ,  peop le  I  respec t  a  g rea t  23 

dea l ,  the  money  goes  s ign i f i can t ly  i n to  the se 24 

commun i t ies .   Bu t  i f  t he  money  i s  no t  he re  i n  25 
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Nassau  County  - -  i f  the  money  is  no t  here  i n  2 

Nassau  County  as  the  budge t  cont inues  to  ge t  3 

squeezed  and  squeezed,  they  bonded  a  b i l l i o n  4 

do l l a rs  over  ten  yea rs ,  a  b i l l i on  do l l a rs ,  a nd  we 5 

went  a long  w i th  i t  because  tha t  was tax  6 

ce r t io ra r i  p roceed ings .   But  you  know what  7 

happened?  There 's  someth ing  a t  p lay .   I f  a nybody 8 

i s  p lay ing  po l i t i cs  r i gh t  now,  i t ' s  the  o th e r  9 

s ide  o f  the  a is le .   Unders tand ,  because I  w ant  to  10 

say  someth ing  to  you .  11 

 I t ' s  no t  - -  th i s  - -  you  want  to  p lay  12 

po l i t i cs  w i th  a  lo t  o f  o ther  s tu f f  and  13 

red i s t r i c t ing  and s tu f f ,  and  I  unders tand a l l  o f  14 

tha t ,  le t ' s  do  i t  somewhere  e l se .   The re  ar e  a l l  15 

k inds  o f  t h ings  we  can  f igh t  about .   Bu t  wh en i t  16 

comes to  the  $41  m i l l i on  - -  y ou  ge t  a l l  hook ed  up 17 

on  the  red  l i gh t  cameras .   Bu t  t he  po in t  o f  the  18 

ma t te r  i s  today ,  t oday  the  i ssue  goes  away i f  19 

they  vo te  fo r  t he  bond ing .  20 

 MR.  HODGE:    F rom my  unders tand ing  - -  21 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    So I 'm ask ing  you  22 

why are  peop le  - -  23 

 MR.  HODGE:    Wha t  I  heard  - -  24 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    t a l k ing  to  me?  I  25 
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a l ready  vo ted  i n  favor .   So  I  d id  what  my G od 2 

wanted  me to  do ,  and  I 'm  very  comfor tab le  w i th  3 

h im.  4 

 MR.  HODGE:    F rom my  unders tand ing ,  you 5 

sa id  we vo te  - -  i f  t hey  vo te  on  tha t  - -  bu t  f rom 6 

my  unders tand ing ,  I  th ink  they  exp la ined  i t  ve ry  7 

we l l  t ha t  i t ' s  13  mi l l ion  or  seven  m i l l i on  - -  8 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    They  d idn ' t  exp la in  9 

i t  very  we l l .  10 

 MR.  HODGE:    tha t  i s  s t i l l  t he re  - -  11 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    They  bambooz led  you .  12 

 MR.  HODGE:    Wha teve r  i t  i s  - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    They  jus t  bambooz led  14 

you.  15 

 MR.  HODGE:    L i s ten .  16 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I t ' s  jus t  f un  and  17 

games.   I t ' s  po l i t i cs .  18 

 MR.  HODGE:    We can go  back  and fo r th .   19 

I 'm no t  go ing  to  go  back  and  fo r th .   Ms.  Fo rd  20 

knows what  we  do ,  and she knows what  I  do .  21 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    A l l  we need  i s  - -  22 

 MR.  HODGE:    L i s ten .  23 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    t he  41  m i l l ion .  24 

 MR.  HODGE:    L i s ten .  25 
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 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I t ' s  s imp le  math .   2 

A l l  the  prob lems  go away ,  i f  t hey  vo te  yes  fo r  3 

bond ing .  4 

 MR.  HODGE:    We can make  i t  s eem - -  5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I f  I  may.  6 

 MR.  HODGE:    We can make  i t  seem very  7 

confus ing  fo r  peop le  tha t  don ' t  rea l l y  unde rs tand 8 

every th ing  tha t ' s  go ing  on .   But  t h i s  9 

l eg i s la tu re ,  whe ther  democra t i c  o r  repub l ic an ,  I  10 

know you  wan t  to  fo rce  th i s  s ide  to  be  ab le  to  11 

ge t  the  bond  and  wha teve r  they  d id  i n  the  pa s t .   12 

I  don ' t  ca re  about  a l l  o f  tha t .   I  care  - -  13 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    But  you ' re  look ing  14 

a t  me.  15 

 MR.  HODGE:    Wha t  I  ca re  - -  16 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    You ' re  l ook ing  a t  17 

me ,  though .  18 

 MR.  HODGE:    Wha t  I  ca re  - -  19 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    You ' re  ques t i on ing  -20 

-  21 

 MR.  HODGE:    Because  I  wen t  on  wha t  your  22 

word  - -  23 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    my fa i t h .   And I 'm 24 

say ing  to  you  I  vo ted  yes  fo r  the  bond ing .   I ' l l  25 
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do  any th ing  to  make su re  - -  2 

 MR.  HODGE:    I  on l y  - -  I 'm  go ing  to  3 

f i n i sh  wha t  I 'm  say ing .  4 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    The  heck  w i th  the  5 

red  l i gh t  cameras .   You bough t  i n to  the i r  p hony 6 

a rgument .  7 

 MR.  HODGE:    A l l  I 'm  - -  8 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    You  bough t  in to  i t .  9 

 MR.  HODGE:    A l l  I  - -  10 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Good fo r  you.   Good  11 

fo r  you.   The  red  l i gh t  cameras  - -  we can ta lk  12 

abou t  i t  un t i l  t he  sun  se ts ,  t a l k  abou t  the  red  13 

l i gh t  cameras .   The bo t tom l i ne  is  you  don ' t  wan t  14 

to  i gnore  the  fac t  t ha t  we  have the  $41 mi l l ion  -15 

-  16 

 MR.  HODGE:    Okay .  17 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Th i s  i s  very  se r ious  18 

s tu f f .  19 

 MR.  HODGE:    Okay .   So  - -  20 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Th i s  i s  a f fec t i ng  21 

ch i l d ren .   And I  can ' t  be l ieve  they ' re  p lay ing  22 

ch icken w i th  th i s  k ind  o f  nonsense .  23 

 MR.  HODGE:    I  j us t  want  to  f i n i sh  wha t  I  24 

was say ing .  25 



1  

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  211  Full Legislature – 6-18-12 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I ’m  shocked .  2 

 MR.  HODGE:    I  on l y  sa id  you r  words  - -  3 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    No,  no .   I  do  take  4 

o f fense to  tha t .  5 

 MR.  HODGE:    Then you have  to  take  6 

o f fense.  7 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    You  know what 's  8 

go ing  on .  9 

 MR.  HODGE:    I  t ake  o f fense fo r  a l l  o f  10 

the  thousands  o f  you th  tha t  w i l l  be  on  the  11 

s t ree t .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    You ' re  b uy ing  i n to  13 

the i r  a rgumen t  wh ich  i s  phony .  14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Becke r .  15 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    We ' re  runn ing  ou t  o f  16 

money he re .   Th i s  Coun ty 's  runn ing  ou t  o f  m oney.   17 

I t ' s  i n  a  c r i s i s .  18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I t  d idn ' t  j us t  19 

s ta r t  runn ing  ou t  o f  money .  20 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I t  s ta r ted  in  the  21 

Suozz i  admin i s t ra t ion  w i th  $310 mi l l ion ,  $3 10 22 

m i l l ion  - -  oh ,  you  don ' t  wan t  to  accep t  the  fac t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I f  I  may.  24 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    You  made  the  25 
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p rob lem.   You  c rea ted  the  prob lem and you d on ' t  2 

want  to  he lp  us  f i x  i t .  3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you ,  4 

Leg is la to r  Becke r .  5 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    You  guys  are  so  6 

phony.   So  phony .  7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank  you .   Thank  8 

you.  9 

 Mr .  Hodge,  I  j us t  fee l  compel led  to  10 

respond because  Mr .  Becker  chooses  to  keep 11 

ment ion ing  my  name,  as  we l l  as  Leg is la to r  12 

T ro iano,  i n  te rms o f  us  p lay ing  po l i t i cs .  13 

 Le t ' s  jus t  be  ve ry  c lear .   And  I  t h ink  14 

Mr .  Becker 's  tac t i c  i s  t o  a rgue w i th  peop le  tha t  15 

he  doesn ' t  ag ree  w i th ;  I  gues s  God 's  te l l ing  h im 16 

tha t  t oo .  17 

 Un fo r tunate l y ,  i f  I  may,  F ran ,  you  d id  18 

have  the  f loo r .   I f  I  may now.  19 

 What  I  wan t  to  i n fuse  in to  th i s  20 

conversa t i on  - -  and I  know my  co l l eagues  to  the  21 

r i gh t  jus t  have  a  ha rd  t ime unders tand ing  t h is .   22 

The reason  - -  t he  red  l i gh t  c amera  fund took  you  23 

guys  away f rom th i s ,  wha t  you  jus t  hea rd ,  b e tween 24 

F ran  - -  and I  l ove  F ran - -  be tween  h im b lami ng  25 
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us ,  we  b laming h im.   The  red  l igh t  camera  f und ,  2 

when  we ag reed to  i t  t h ree  yea rs  ago ,  and F ran  3 

knows th is ,  i t  t ook  you guys  ou t  o f  th is .   I t  4 

took  you  guys  ou t  o f  t h i s  b i cker ing ,  par t i s an ,  5 

l eg i s la t i ve  body .   Tha t ' s  wha t  th i s  fund  d i d .   No 6 

ma t te r  wha t  happened  between  th i s  body  and 7 

ups ta i rs ,  you  guys  wou ld  no t  be  ha rm 's  way.   8 

Sudden ly ,  when the  go ing  ge ts  tough,  the  to ugh ,  9 

i n  th i s  case ,  dec ided to  cu t  t he  red  l igh t  camera  10 

fund .   Tha t ' s  j us t  a  fac t .   That 's  wha t  i t  i s .   I  11 

know we don ' t  want  to  unders tand  tha t ,  and tha t ,  12 

i n  i t se l f ,  i s  a  po l i cy  dec is ion .   So  we can ' t  13 

even  b r ing  ou rse lves  to  recogn ize  tha t .    14 

 Ask  yourse lves ,  fo r  those tha t  repea led  15 

the  fund ,  ask  yourse lves  why  d id  you  even p u t  the  16 

fund  in  p lace  i f  you ' re  jus t  go ing  to  repea l  i t  17 

when  eve ry th ing  s ta r ts  to  go  wrong .  18 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    Because  you  b roke  19 

the  ar rangement .  20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Wha t  was the  21 

a r rangement ,  F ran?  22 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    You  b roke  the  23 

ag reemen t  o f  do ing  the  th ings  tha t  we need to  24 

make  th i s  county  work .   You b roke tha t  cove nan t .   25 
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Now i t ' s  b roken .  2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Okay .   Okay .  3 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I t ' s  gone .   Now 4 

we ' re  fo rced  to  do  o ther  th ings .   By  no t  bo nd ing  5 

tax  ce r t s ,  wh ich  i s  ba loney ,  t ha t  i s  s ick .    6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    We unders tand .  7 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    I t ' s  c razy .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Are  you f i n i shed?  9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I  guess  I 'm  done 10 

because Fran  jus t  - -  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford .  12 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:    S tu f f  t ha t  shou ld  be  13 

bonded  i s  coming  ou t  o f  cash  f low.    14 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  wou ld  remind  the  15 

member ,  le t ' s  have  a  l i t t l e  deco rum up  here ,  16 

p lease ,  gent lemen and lad ies .  17 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:     James,  I  t hank  you  18 

fo r  coming  down.  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  wou ld  remind  the  20 

members  tha t  in  add i t i on  to  seve ra l  more  sp eakers  21 

tha t  we have  a  Ru les  Commi t tee  mee t ing  to  c onduc t  22 

a t  t he  end  o f  t h is .  23 

 Leg is la to r  Fo rd .  24 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I ' l l  be  b r ie f .   James ,  25 
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thank  you ve ry  much.  2 

 And I  know,  fo r  me ,  i t  i s  ve ry  pa in fu l  3 

because I ' ve  a lways  advoca ted  fo r  ou r  youth  4 

agenc ies .   Bu t  j us t  as  you  heard  the  tes t im ony  5 

today ,  a l r igh t ,  l i ke  why  the  impor tance o f  t he  6 

bond ing  w i l l  be  ab le  to  he lp  no t  on l y  the  y outh  7 

bu t  ou r  sen io rs  - -  and  Leg is l a to r  Kevan Abra hams 8 

i s  r igh t .   I t ' s ,  l i ke ,  you  know,  we shou ld ,  l i ke ,  9 

to  p ro tec t  i t .   Bu t  I  don ' t  know i f  you  hea rd  the  10 

tes t imony when I  asked  tha t  even  i f  we  had kep t  11 

the  ded ica ted  fund ing  in  p lace  fo r  t he  yout h  12 

agenc ies  and  the  sen io rs ,  w i t h  the  j udgments ,  13 

based on  the  tax  cer ts ,  when  peop le  gr ieve  the i r  14 

assessments  and  then  won ,  they  were  suppose d  to  15 

ge t  the i r  money .   We d id  no t  g ive  them the  money  16 

because we  never  bonded,  wh ich  we no rmal ly  d id  i n  17 

the  pas t  t o  pay  fo r  tax  g r iev ances ,  tax  cer t s ,  o r  18 

whatever  you  wan t  to  ca l l  i t .   So  now those  19 

peop le  wen t  to  cou r t ,  okay ,  and the  judges ru led  20 

tha t  we have  to  pay  tha t  money  back .   One w ay or  21 

the  o the r ,  i t ' s  coming  ou t  o f  the  coun ty  bu dge t .   22 

So ,  in  essence,  even  i f  you  were  a  p ro tec ted  23 

fund ,  i f  we kep t  t he  l aw  in  p lace  tha t  kept  you 24 

as  a  separa te  fund  ba lance ,  t he  cour ts  can deem 25 
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i t  and  go  a f te r  you anyway .  2 

 MR.  HODGE:    And  you  know wha t?   Thank  3 

you so  much,  Leg is la to r .   As  you  sa id ,  i t ' s  a  4 

poss ib i l i t y .   Bu t  even  i f  i t  was  a  poss ib i l i t y ,  5 

r i gh t  now we  a l ready  rece ived  le t te rs .   I f  t ha t  6 

was the  case  and  the  cou r t  sa id  now you hav e  to  7 

go  a f te r  t ha t ,  t hen tha t  cou ld  have a t  l eas t  gave 8 

us  more  months .   We don ' t  even  know.   Bu t  f o r  9 

su re ,  a l l  o f  these  agenc ies  rece ived  le t te r s  10 

a l ready .   So  I  t h ink  i t ' s  goo d  tha t  we  heard  i t ' s  11 

a  poss ib i l i t y  we  may .  12 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    And  the  th ing  i s  tha t  13 

i t ' s  $43  m i l l ion .   R igh t  beh ind  tha t  43  mi l l ion  -14 

-  and you ' ve  heard ,  l i ke ,  eve n  when we  had t he  15 

commi t tees  and we were  a l l  a rgu ing  way  back  when  16 

abou t  th is ,  t ha t  we ' re  a lso  l ook ing  a t  anot her  17 

add i t i ona l  $100  mi l l ion  tha t  we ' re  go ing  to  have  18 

to  pay  i n  tax  ce r t s ,  more  than  l i ke l y .  19 

 We ' re  ta lk ing  abou t ,  l i ke ,  we  are  in  a  20 

ve ry ,  ve ry  d i re  c i rcumstance .   For  me,  i f  w e  can ,  21 

l i ke ,  today ,  my  recommenda t ion  was  unders tan d ing  22 

what  we have  fac ing  us ,  i f  we  pass  the  bond ing  23 

today ,  a t  the  same t ime we  can  pass  then  to  24 

re ins ta te  the  fund ing .  25 
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 MR.  HODGE:    I  j us t  want  to  say  a l so  - -  2 

th is  i s  my  las t  po in t .   I f  we  sa id  i n  f ron t  o f  3 

a l l  o f  t he  ch i l d ren  tha t  was  here ,  a  l o t  o f  them 4 

l e f t ,  i f  you  guys  pass  the  bond fo r  the  41  5 

m i l l ion ,  t hen  we ' l l  go  back  and,  you  know,  go  6 

back  on  the  vo te  tha t  we  tu rned over  on  the  red  7 

l i gh t  cameras ,  t he  l eg is la t i on  tha t  we  pass ed.   8 

I t ' s  j us t  - -  i t ' s  jus t  rea l l y  c razy  tha t  we ' re  9 

p lay ing  w i th  the  k ids ;  i f  you  do  th i s ,  t hen  we ' l l  10 

do  tha t .   I f  you  do  th is ,  we ' l l  do  tha t .   E ven  11 

though  I  know we  need the  $41  mi l l ion  - -  and  I 'm  12 

no t  exac t l y  sure  how the  admin is t ra t ion  can  take  13 

i t  f rom he re ,  t ake  i t  f r om the re ,  they  have  to .   14 

Bu t  they  don ' t  have to .   F rom a l l  tha t  I  he a rd  15 

and a l l  the  tes t imony tha t  I  hea rd  today  an d  16 

be ing  on  the  phone  w i th  you,  t he  Assembly ,  and  17 

the  Sta te  Senate ,  and be ing  on  the  phone  w i th  18 

everybody I  can ,  t he  county  does  no t  have t o  take  19 

the  money f rom the  you th .   They  don ' t  have t o  20 

take  the  money f rom the  youth .   Bu t  i t ' s  21 

someth ing  tha t  t hey  dec ided to  do .   They  do n ' t  22 

have  to .  23 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    But  t hey  a re  go ing  to  24 

take  i t  f r om the  sen io rs .   And  they  are  go i ng  to  25 
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take  i t .   I t ' s  no t  necessa r i l y  t ha t  they  ar e  2 

go ing  to  take  i t  f rom the  you th .   The count y  3 

execut ive ,  I  know he  sen t  the  le t te rs .   And  we ' re  4 

t r y ing  to  s top  th i s .  5 

 MR.  HODGE:    I  know.   I  know you  a re .  6 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Even fo r  me ,  I ' ve  7 

wr i t ten  to  N IFA ask ing  - -  bec ause they  a l rea dy  8 

au thor ized ,  i n  2004/2005 ,  $192  m i l l i on  wor t h  o f  9 

bonds tha t  can be  used  to  pay  tax  ce r t s .   S o ,  I  10 

mean ,  they  a l ready  sa id  i t ' s  okay .  11 

 We a lso  have  NIFA tha t ,  you  know,  even  12 

though  the  coun ty  execut ive  has  asked to  ha ve 13 

them res t ruc ture  the i r  deb t  t o  save us  mayb e  15 14 

o r  $20  m i l l i on  annua l l y ,  t hey  haven ' t  done t ha t .   15 

They  re fused  to  do  tha t .   And  we  look  a t  NI FA - -  16 

and we  have FOIL 'd  them.   And  I 'm no t  - -  yes ,  i t  17 

may seem l i ke  I 'm a t tack ing ,  bu t  N IFA is  lo ok ing  18 

a t  a l l  o f  th i s  as  we l l ,  d i rec t ing  a  lo t  o f  t he  19 

th ings  tha t  we need to  do ,  no t  accep t ing  a  l o t  o f  20 

the  recommendat ions  tha t  we ' re  mak ing  becau se 21 

they  don ’ t  l i ke  i t .   Bu t  i f  you  look  a t  wha t  they  22 

cos t  us  every  year ,  you ,  t he  taxpayers ,  whe n  we 23 

ta lk  about ,  l i ke ,  maybe o the r  peop le  was t in g  24 

money,  t he i r  budge t  has  gone  up and i t ' s  do ub led  25 
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s ince  the  t ime  when they  were  pu t  in  i ncept i on .  2 

 N IFA ,  a t  a  m in imum,  has  cos t  t he  county  3 

taxpayers  a  m i l l ion  do l l a rs  a  year ,  and I  b e l i eve  4 

we ' re  up  to  ove r  $2  mi l l ion  a  year .   Judy ,  i t  5 

s t i l l  cos ts  us  money .   And  the  th ing  i s  tha t  t hey  6 

don ' t  have  pub l i c  hear ings  to  a l low us  to  go  7 

be fo re  them to  ask  them ques t ions .   We get  t o  go  8 

to  s i t  a t  the i r  hear ings  and  to  l i s ten  how they  9 

mandate  to  us .   Bu t  I  be l i eve  as  a  pub l i c  10 

au thor i t y ,  as  somebody  where  they ' re  ge t t in g  11 

money f rom taxpayers ,  tha t  t hey  have  an  12 

ob l i ga t i on  to  a l l  o f  us  to  be  ab le  to  respon d to  13 

us  i n  a  t ime ly  manner  as  to  why they  have c e r ta in  14 

dec i s ions ,  and wha t  a re  they  do ing ,  and why  15 

a ren ' t  t hey  work ing  w i th  a l l  o f  us  to  be  ab le  to  16 

f i x  th is  f i sca l  c r i s is  so  we  don ' t  have 17 

s i tua t ions  l i ke  th is  where  we  don ' t  know wha t  18 

these k ids  a re  go ing  to  do  du r ing  the  summe r .  19 

 Thank you.  20 

 MR.  HODGE:    Thank  you .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    We l l  done .  22 

 MR.  HODGE:    P lease cont inue  to  work  on  23 

beha l f  o f  the  youth .   P lease .  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you ,  Mr .  Hodge .  25 
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 MR.  HODGE:    Thank  you .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mara  P .  Jacobowi tz .   3 

D id  I  p ronounce  tha t  r igh t?  4 

 MS.  JACOBWITZ:    No.    5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm so r ry .  6 

 MS.  JACOBOWITZ:   Mara  Jacobow i tz .   Tha t ' s  7 

okay .  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Can we  have a  l i t t le  9 

qu ie t  up  here  so  we can hear?  10 

 MS.  JACOBOWITZ:    I  hope  you ' l l  a f fo rd  me 11 

a  l i t t le  - -  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm so r ry .   You ' ve  13 

go t  to  ta l k  i n to  the  m ic rophone.  14 

 MS.  JACOBOWITZ:    I  hope  you ' l l  a f fo rd  me 15 

a  l i t t le  b i t  more  than  th ree  m inutes ,  becau se I  16 

d idn ' t  come here  to  cos t  you  any  money .   Ma ybe  17 

you ' l l  g ive  me fou r  minu tes .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    F i rs t  o f  a l l ,  how do  19 

you pronounce  your  l as t  name?  20 

 MS.  JACOBOWITZ:    Jacobowi tz .  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Jacobowi t z .  22 

 MS.  JACOBOWITZ:    Yes .   Thank  you.  23 

 I n  a  thought -p rovok ing  book ,  To Forgive 24 

Design, Understanding Failure ,  d is t i ngu ished  Duke 25 
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eng ineer  and  h i s to r i an  P ro fessor  Henry  Pet r osk i  2 

exp la ins  why  d i sas te rs  l i ke  the  Cha l lenger  and  3 

D iscovery  Shu t t l es  occur .   Wha t  he  so  e loqu ent ly  4 

desc r ibes  is  how we must  l ook  beyond  the  de s ign  5 

tha t  i s  o f  f a i l u re  and  ra the r  look  a t  the  i n te r -6 

dependency  o f  t he  peop le  and  those  des igns  and  7 

apprec ia te  no t  on l y  the  re la t i onsh ip  be twee n  man  8 

and des ign  bu t  t he  complex  soc ioeconomic  sy s tems  9 

tha t  a f fec ts  tha t  re la t i onsh ip .  10 

 Today I ' ve  come he re  to  ou t l i ne  some 11 

fa i l u res  and  po ten t ia l  f a i lu res  in  our  coun ty ,  12 

some b ig  and  some smal l .   Regard less  o f  s iz e ,  13 

ca l l ing  a t ten t i on  to  these  fa i lu res  is  a  g i f t  14 

because i t  g ives  a l l  o f  us  an  oppor tun i t y  to  take  15 

co r rec t i ve  ac t i on  be fo re  a  d i sas te r  occu rs .  16 

 I 'm no t  he re  to  g i ve  a l l  o f  you  a  lesson  17 

in  phys i cs ,  bu t  the  top i c  i s  key  to  unders t and ing  18 

the  roo t  p rob lem.   I n  h i s  book ,  Pe t rowsk i  19 

exp la ins  how phys i c i s t  D r .  R icha rd  Fe inman 20 

conc luded why  the  Cha l lenger  exp loded.   I t  was  21 

obv ious  tha t  the  O- r ings  mal func t i oned .   Bu t  many 22 

have  conc luded tha t  tha t  was  no t  t he  u l t ima te  23 

cause o f  t he  d i sas te r .   Many  o f  you may rec a l l  24 

tha t  t he re  was a  l o t  o f  b lame to  go  around - -  25 
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eng ineers  knew the  a tmosphere  tempera tures  m ight  2 

have  been incompat ib le  w i th  the  launch ,  bu t  the  3 

managers  and  bean coun te rs  ove r ru led  them a nd 4 

l aunched  the  space  c ra f t .  5 

 Many  yea rs  be fo re  the  d i sas te r ,  the  6 

eng ineers  and  managers  knew o f  po ten t i a l  fa i lu res  7 

tha t  cou ld  occu r ,  and there  - -  bu t ,  because  8 

no th ing  happened ,  because no th ing  happened,  okay ,  9 

the i r  concerns  d im in ished ove r  t ime and tha t  10 

myop ic  v iew i s  wha t  led  to  the  d isas te r .  11 

 I n  eve ryday  l i f e  here  in  Nassau Coun ty ,  12 

we  have po ten t ia l  fa i l u res  i n  ou r  in f ras t ruc tu re  13 

occu r r ing  a l l  day  long .   I ' ve  come here  to  14 

d i scuss  a  few ,  and  I  hope you  w i l l  r ea l i ze  tha t  15 

by  my desc r ib ing  these  fa i lu res  and po ten t i a l  16 

fa i l u res ,  i t  i s  a  g i f t  t o  you .  17 

 What  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  say  i s ,  beg inn ing  18 

w i th  the  Nassau  Coun ty  Po l ice  Depar tment  - -  I  19 

j us t  wan t  to  men t ion  tha t  my  b ro ther - i n - law  20 

re t i red  a f te r  35  yea rs  o f  se rv ice  in  ano the r  21 

coun ty ,  and my nephew wears  the  un i fo rm,  an d  my 22 

o the r  nephew is  a  co r rec t i ons  o f f i ce r .   So  i t  23 

pa ins  me  w i th  g rea t  -  i t  pa ins  me a  grea t  de a l  t o  24 

come here  to  have to  say  tha t  I 'm ve ry  25 
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d i sappo in ted  in  ou r  po l i ce  depar tmen t .   And  th is  2 

has  no th ing  to  do  w i th  the i r  con t rac t ,  w i th  the i r  3 

sa la r i es ,  w i th  any th ing ;  i t  has  to  do  w i th  4 

commonsense.   Fo r  example ,  I  have contac ted  bo th  5 

the  Four th  and F i f th  - -  the  Four th  and  F i f t h  6 

P rec inc ts ,  as  we l l  as  Ch ie f  o f  Pat ro l  K i rby ' s  7 

o f f i ce  to  d i scuss  gra f f i t i .   Okay .   In  Pa lm  Beach 8 

Coun ty ,  where  my  b ro ther - i n - l aw re t i red ,  the re  i s  9 

a  ho t l ine  tha t  bo th  cons t i tuen ts  and  po l i ce  10 

o f f i ce rs  a re  encouraged to  ca l l  so  tha t  the y  can  11 

c lean up  the  gra f f i t i ,  okay .   Here ,  in  Nassa u 12 

Coun ty ,  I  have been to ld  tha t  un t i l  a  repor t  i s  13 

made  the re  i s  no  i nves t i ga t i on  o f  g ra f f i t i .   14 

Okay .   I  have  been  to ld  by  the  po l i ce  depar tment  15 

when  they  look  a t  the  gra f f i t i  - -  and I  wan t  to  16 

ment ion  there  i s  g ra f f i t i  r i gh t  now on  a  c l o thes  17 

b in  in  Va l ley  S t ream,  r i gh t  now,  tha t  has  n o  tags  18 

on  i t ,  no t  i den t i f y i ng  i t se l f ,  t ha t  i f  i t  w as  ten  19 

years  ago,  r i gh t  a f te r  9 -11 ,  t ha t  b in  wou ld  have  20 

been  hau led  away ,  g ra f f i t i  o r  no t ,  because the re  21 

was no  tag  on  i t .  22 

 CLERK MULLER:    Your  t ime has  exp i red .  23 

 MS.  JACOBOWITZ:    Thank you.   What  I  was  24 

say ing  i s  i f  i t  was  ten  years  ago,  tha t  b in  wou ld  25 
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have  been removed prompt ly .   I t  i s  s t i l l  th e re .   2 

And,  wha t  appa l l s  me  i s  when  I  po in ted  i t  o u t  to  3 

the  po l i ce  o f f i cer  t ha t  was fac ing  i t ,  he  s a id  he  4 

cou ld  no t  do  any th ing  abou t  i t  un t i l  i t  was  5 

repo r ted .   Okay .   When  I  spoke  to  the  Four t h  6 

P rec inc t  abou t ,  a l so ,  anothe r  i ssue rega rd i ng  7 

g ra f f i t i  i n  t he  Town o f  Hemps tead pa rk ing  l o t  in  8 

Hewle t t ,  aga in ,  when  the  pa t ro l  ca r  faces  t he  9 

g ra f f i t i ,  f i ve  fee t  - -  I 'm  no t  t a l k ing  a  sma l l  10 

p iece  o f  g ra f f i t i ,  I 'm  ta l k ing  w ide  gra f f i t i  - -  11 

the  response  I  was  g iven  was  the  same,  un t i l  a  12 

repo r t  i s  made they  w i l l  no t  i nves t i ga te .    13 

 They  a re  wonder fu l l y  reac t ive .   We had  a  14 

bu rg la ry  i n  my ne ighborhood no t  th ree  weeks  ago 15 

when  two  perpet ra to rs  a t tempted to  go  in to  a  home 16 

and bu rg la r i ze  i t  wh i l e  a  16  yea r  o ld  was h ome.   17 

The two pe rpe t ra to rs  were  apprehended,  and I  18 

app laud ou r  Nassau  County  Po l i ce  Depar tment  fo r  19 

the i r  se rv ice .   L i kewise ,  jus t  l as t  week  we  had a  20 

l i t t le  t odd le r  who  had  a  se i zu re  and  f i ve  p o l i ce  21 

ca rs  showed up and  EMT.   So I 'm ve ry  p roud o f  the  22 

j ob  tha t  t he  Nassau Coun ty  Po l ice  Depar tmen t  23 

does .   However ,  the  comp lacency  and the  lac k  o f  24 

commonsense w i th  regard  to  i ssues  o f  qua l i t y  o f  25 
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l i fe  concerns  me ,  and these a re  th ings  tha t  I  2 

asked to  be  addressed and they  a re  no t  be in g  3 

addressed.   I  want  to  go  fu r ther .  4 

 W i th  regard  to  Pub l i c  Works  - -  5 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Excuse  me.   Ms .  6 

Jacobowi tz  - -  7 

 MS.  JACOBOWITZ:    Jacobowi tz ,  yes .  8 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Cou ld  you jus t  9 

wrap  i t  up ,  p lease?  10 

 MS.  JACOBOWITZ:    Yes .   Pub l i c  Works .   11 

Okay .   Las t  yea r  they  upgraded  t ra f f i c  l igh ts  in  12 

Va l l ey  S t ream/Hewle t t ,  wh ich  we were  wa i t in g  fo r  13 

fo r  many  yea rs  and  we app laud  i t .   D id  anyb ody  14 

come down to  see  when they  pos i t ioned the  n ew 15 

t ra f f i c  l i gh ts ,  to  remove the  branches  tha t  were  16 

i n  f ron t  o f  t he  t rees?   I  was  to ld  yes ,  the y  17 

wou ld  do  i t .   I t  i s  now n ine  mon ths  la te r  a nd 18 

none  o f  the  t ree  b ranches,  w i th  the  except i on  in  19 

f ron t  o f  t he  Carbonaro  E lemen tary  Schoo l ,  h ave  20 

been  removed  and  make those t ra f f i c  l i gh ts  21 

v i s ib le .  22 

 F ina l l y ,  t he  o ther  th ing  tha t  I  wanted  to  23 

ment ion  was the  pavement  mark ings  on  our  s t ree ts .   24 

My  son  took  a  j ob  and had to  l eave  5 :30 ,  s i x  25 
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o ' c lock  in  the  morn ing .   I  spoke  to  Nassau County  2 

rega rd ing  Pen insu la  Bou levard ,  whey the i r  3 

pavement  mark ings  have  d isapp eared ,  i f  t hey  cou ld  4 

p lease  repa in t  t hem.   That  was  las t  fa l l ,  i n  5 

September ,  when  my  son  g radua ted  co l lege  an d  6 

began a  job .   He  has  s ince  moved  out  o f  the  7 

s ta te .   And when  I  was  coming  he re  today ,  t he  8 

pavement  mark ings  s t i l l  have  no t  been pa in te d .    9 

 So  a l l  I 'm  say ing  to  you ,  okay ,  i s  t ha t  10 

there  are  - -  wha t  happens is ,  jus t  l i ke  w i th  the  11 

Cha l lenger  and the  D iscove ry  exp los ion ,  i s  t ha t  12 

they  knew ahead  o f  t ime tha t  t he re  were  iss ues .   13 

Bu t  because o f  cons t ra in ts ,  whethe r  i t  be  14 

economic  o r  j us t  complacency ,  because there  15 

wasn ' t  a  p rob lem before ,  t hey  coun ted on  th e re  16 

no t  be ing  a  p rob lem a f te rwards .   And  I  be l i eve  we 17 

po ten t ia l l y  have  a  huge prob lem tha t  doesn ' t  18 

requ i re  money  to  f i x .   I  t h ink  we need  19 

commonsense and  we  need an  ag reement  w i th  th e  20 

po l i ce  depar tmen t  to  be  more  p roac t i ve  and no t  21 

reac t i ve ,  and  the  same th ing  w i th  ou r  - -  ou r  22 

pub l ic  works  depar tmen t .  23 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Thank  you,  Mrs .  24 

Jacobowi tz .   P lease,  we asked  you to  p lease  wrap  25 
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i t  up .  2 

 MS.  JACOBOWITZ:    That 's  i t .   That ' s  a l l  3 

I  have  to  say .  4 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    And,  by  the  way,  5 

have  you  e -mai led  your  l eg is l a to r  rega rd ing  some 6 

o f  t hese  i ssues?   Because I  know fo r  a  fac t  tha t  7 

DPW is  do ing  mark ings  on  the  s t ree ts  w i th in  8 

Nassau  County .   And do  I  t h ink  tha t  i f  i t ' s  9 

repo r ted ,  i t  cou ld  be  done .  10 

 MS.  JACOBOWITZ:    I  made  the  request  11 

a l ready ,  a  dozen  t imes ,  s ince  las t  Sep tembe r ,  and 12 

i t ' s  no t  been  done .   My po in t  i s  - -  I  don ' t  mean  13 

to  be  d i s respec t fu l .   Bu t  I ' ve  made numerou s  14 

phone ca l l s  and  I ' ve  even spoken  w i th  Leg is la to r  15 

Kope l  las t  week ,  and  tha t ' s  why I  dec ided i t  16 

needed  to  come here  today .  17 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    I 'm su re  you r  18 

l eg i s la to r  w i l l  take  care  o f  i t .   Thank you .  19 

 MS.  JACOBOWITZ:    And the  po l i ce  20 

depar tment?   Thank  you .  21 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Dr .  Mary -Lou  22 

Jones.  23 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   24 

 Caro l  O 'Ne i l l .  25 
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 (No ve rba l  response. )   2 

 Caro l  McBr ide .  3 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   4 

 S i s te r  Eve lyn .  5 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   6 

 A r lene  O 'De l l .  7 

 MS.  O 'DELL :    My  name is  A r lene O 'De l l .   8 

I 'm the  execu t i ve  d i rec tor  o f  the  C i ty  o f  G len  9 

Cove  You th  Bureau and a  member  o f  the  Nassau  10 

Coun ty  Coa l i t ion  fo r  You th  Serv i ce  Agenc ies .   I 'm 11 

ask ing  tha t  you  do  no t  make a  dec i s ion  tha t  w i l l  12 

have  te r r i b le  l as t ing  e f fec ts  on  our  county ,  13 

e f fec ts  tha t  w i l l  las t  no t  j us t  fo r  today  o r  14 

tomorrow,  bu t  w i l l  have las t i ng  e f fec ts .  15 

 Have  you  though t  about  where  a l l  t he  16 

ch i l d ren  and  fam i l ies  we  serve  w i l l  be  w i th out  17 

ou r  se rv ices?   Wha t  w i l l  you r  commun i t y  loo k  l i ke  18 

w i thou t  se rv i ces  to  youth ,  sen io rs ,  peop le  i n  19 

need  o f  menta l  hea l th  se rv ices  o r  he lp  w i th  d rug  20 

and a l coho l  dependency?  How sa fe  w i l l  your  21 

commun i t y  be?   Where  then w i l l  f und ing  come  f rom 22 

because you w i l l  need to  i nca rce ra te  you th ,  add 23 

po l i ce  to  ou r  s t ree ts ,  i ns t i t u t i ona l i ze  tho se 24 

tha t  don ' t  ge t  he lp .   Le t ' s  no t  make  th i s  a  ve ry  25 
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sad day  w i th  repercuss ions  tha t  w i l l  have a  2 

l as t ing  e f fec t  on  ou r  coun ty .  3 

 On  beha l f  o f  the  fu tu re  o f  Nassau Coun ty ,  4 

p lease  work  ou t  - -  p lease wor k  togethe r  to  w ork  5 

th is  ou t .  6 

 Thank you.  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  8 

 Mark  Rosen .  9 

 MR.  ROSEN:    Members  o f  the  Leg is la tu re ,  10 

I 'm su re  many  o f  you  a re  we l l  aware  o f  t he  i ssues  11 

a t  s take ,  pe rhaps  a  less  so  than  I  t hought ,  a f te r  12 

hear ing  today 's  d i scuss ions .   Th is  i s  no t  13 

d i sc re t i onary ,  however  i t  may  be  c lass i f ied  to  14 

some o f  you.   Th is  i s ,  qu i te  l i t e ra l l y ,  a  m a t te r  15 

o f  l i f e  and dea th .   16 

 W i thou t  th is  money ,  k ids ,  k id s  i n  your  17 

d i s t r i c t s ,  maybe  even your  own  k ids  or  g ran dk ids ,  18 

w i l l  d ie .   They  w i l l  d ie  f rom su ic ide ,  d rug  19 

add ic t ion ,  o r  any  o the r  number  o f  unment ion ab le  20 

occu r rences .   However ,  I ' ve  come up w i th  a  21 

p roposa l  wh ich  can  f ree  up  count less  m i l l io ns .   22 

Th is  i s  to  enac t  a  county  o rd inance or  amen dment  23 

to  the  County  Char te r  tha t  be fore  any  cu ts  can  be  24 

made  to  fund ing  fo r  se rv ices  to  youth ,  sen i o rs ,  25 
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menta l  hea l th  se rv ices ,  o r  se rv i ces  to  o the r  2 

se r ious l y  dependen t  popu la t i ons ,  t ha t  a t  le as t  70  3 

pe rcen t  o f  f und ing  fo r  con t ra c t  law f i rms be  cu t .   4 

Th is  can  be  done  regard less  o f  any th ing  reg a rd ing  5 

a  bond .   And  I  w i l l  accept  any th ing  less  th an a  6 

l ong - te rm so lu t i on ,  g i ven tha t  t hese  a re  th e  7 

p rog rams  tha t  kept  me a l i ve  as  a  k id .  8 

 Thank you.  9 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  10 

 Aa ron Scot t .   11 

 MR.  SCOTT:    Good even ing .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Good  even ing .  13 

 MR.  SCOTT:    I 'm  rep resent ing  the  14 

Rooseve l t  Educa t iona l  A l coho l  Prog ram as  a  board  15 

o f  d i rec to r ,  one  o f  the  board  o f  d i rec to rs  and ,  16 

a l so ,  we ' re  rep resen t ing  the  s ta f f  a lso .   An d I  17 

have  to  ag ree  w i th  many o f  t hose  who  have s poken  18 

p r io r  to  me.    19 

 Be ing  in  a  communi ty  tha t ' s  one o f  t he  20 

poores t  communi t ies  in  the  S ta te  o f  New Yor k ,  we  21 

don ' t  have  a  you th  p rogram.   We 've  had  two.   We 22 

don ' t  have  one.   We don ' t  even  have a  menta l  23 

hea l th  p rogram.    So  we ' re  he re  t r y ing  to ,  i n  24 

some way ,  keep th i s  p rog ram in  the  communi t y .  25 
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 To  the  Honorab le  County  Execu t ive  Edward  2 

Mangano,  M ino r i t y  Leader  Kevan  Abrahams,  3 

Leg is la to r  D is t r i c t  1 ,  P res id ing  O f f i cer  Pe ter  4 

Schmi t t ,  and  to  the  leg i s la to rs  o f  Nassau C oun ty .  5 

 The Rooseve l t  Educat iona l  A l coho l i sm 6 

Counse l i ng  T rea tment  Cen te r ,  i s  a  non-pro f i t  7 

med ica l l y  superv ised  chemica l  dependency  8 

ou tpa t ien t  t rea tment  cen te r  l oca ted  in  Roos eve l t .   9 

We have prov ided  serv i ces  to  the  mos t  under served 10 

ind i v idua ls  i n  our  communi ty  fo r  more  than 36  11 

years .   Our  serv ices  he lp  members  o f  t he  12 

commun i t y  recove r  f rom subs tance  abuse /depen dency  13 

by  p rov id ing  the rapeut ic  serv i ces  tha t  i nc l ude  14 

ind i v idua l  and g roup  the rapy  sess ions .   We a lso  15 

t rea t  ve te rans ,  men and women.   We p rov ide  16 

voca t iona l  se rv i ces  such  as  remedia l  educat ion ,  17 

GED prepara t i on ,  compu te r  l i t e racy ,  and l i f e  18 

sk i l l s  t ra in ing  to  ass is t  ind i v idua ls  w i th  19 

ach iev ing  abs t i nence  and  l i v i ng  mean ing fu l  l i ves .   20 

Our  cont rac ts  f rom the  County  has  prov ided 21 

tang ib le  re tu rns  by  ass i s t ing  ind i v idua ls  i n  22 

becoming  p roduc t ive  c i t i zens  and  reduc ing  t he i r  23 

dependency  on  the  soc ia l  serv i ce  sys tems .  24 

 We imp lo re  you to  cons ider  o ther  op t ions  25 
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w i th in  you r  power  and cont ro l  to  con t inue f und ing  2 

the  REACT Cen te r ,  the  on ly  funded prog ram 3 

rema in ing  in  Rooseve l t  t o  p rov ide  these v i t a l  4 

se rv ices  to  the  Rooseve l t  Commun i t y .  5 

 Wh i le  we  unders tand the  f i nan c ia l  c r i s is  6 

impact ing  Nassau  County ,  t he re  appears  to  b e  an  7 

impasse and d i f f e rences  o f  op in ion  as  to  ho w to  8 

go  about  so l v ing  the  f inanc ia l  p rob lem.   As  a  9 

resu l t ,  th is  agency ,  as  we l l  as  o the r  non-p r o f i t  10 

agenc ies ,  w i l l  po ten t i a l l y  su f fe r  the  11 

consequences .   Remov ing  va lua b le  serv i ces  f r om 12 

the  most  vu lnerab le  ind i v idua ls  and fami l ie s  i n  13 

the  commun i t y  i s  counterproduc t i ve .   We imp lore  14 

you to  f ind  a  common g round to  reso lve  your  15 

d i f f e rences  exped i t i ous l y  and  cont inue  fund ing  16 

REACT's  bene f ic ia l  serv i ces .  17 

 Every  s tep  o f  ou r  agency 's  j ou rney  has  18 

been  benef ic ia l  to  the  commun i ty  i t  se rves  and  19 

the  gove rnmen t  a t  la rge .   We have fo rmed  20 

p ro fess iona l  re la t ionsh ips  to  rehab i l i ta te  21 

i nd i v idua ls  back  i n to  p roduc t i ve  communi ty  l i f e ,  22 

among them the  cou r t  sys tem,  paro le ,  and  23 

p robat ion  to  name a  few.   F rom our  base o f  24 

opera t ions ,  we impac t  a  la rge  number  o f  25 
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unemployed ,  pove r t y -s t r i cken  and  under -educa ted  2 

commun i t y  members  by  he lp ing  them ga in  the  sk i l l s  3 

and ab i l i t y  t o  cope w i th  l i f e ' s  cha l lenges and  4 

become subs tance  f ree ,  hopefu l l y .   Remov ing  5 

fund ing  f rom such an  in teg ra l  commun i t y  bas ed 6 

agency  wou ld  c rea te  grea te r  ha rm than good and  7 

j eopard i ze  the  qua l i t y  o f  se rv ice  to  the  8 

i nd i v idua ls  under  ou r  ca re .  9 

 The commun i t y  i s  as  s t rong  as  the  10 

c i t i zens  tha t  i nhab i t  i t ,  the  gove rnment  th a t  11 

suppor ts  i t ,  and  the  serv i ces  prov ided  to  i t .   12 

REACT has  prov ided  exemp la ry  serv i ces  fo r  m ore  13 

than  36  years .  14 

 Th is  has  been  submi t ted  by  the  Board  o f  15 

D i rec tors .   We w i l l  hope  tha t  you w i l l  cons ide r  16 

th is .   Thank  you  so  much .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  18 

 Cynth ia  S tewar t .  19 

 Thank you fo r  s tay ing  so  l a te ,  a l l  o f  the  20 

speakers .  21 

 MS.  STEWART:    H i .   My  name i s  Cyn th ia  22 

S tewar t .   I 'm  a  res ident  o f  E lmont ,  and a  p a rent ,  23 

a  s ing le  parent ,  a  ve teran ,  a  homeowner .   I  moved 24 

in to  th i s  commun i t y  over  ten  yea rs  ago  becau se  25 
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the  schoo l  sys tems  were  so  g rea t ,  because t he  2 

commun i t y  was  so  g rea t .   And  I  b rought  my 3 

daughter  here  today  so  she  cou ld  see  how 4 

gove rnment  works .   And  I  rea l l y  want  her  to  know 5 

tha t  i t  wo rks  fo r  he r  and no t  aga ins t  he r .  6 

 I  am t roub led  because I  see  a  lo t  o f  7 

f i nger  po in t i ng .   I  know you  have a  d i f f i cu l t  8 

j ob .   I  know you  have to  dea l  w i th  d i re  f in anc ia l  9 

t imes.   However ,  t he re  a re  peop le  a t  r i sk  i n  10 

Nassau  County .   And don ' t  be l i eve  tha t  beca use  11 

they  l i ve  in  E lmon t  o r  i n  Rooseve l t  o r  i n  s ome 12 

o the r  town  tha t  i t  won ' t  sp i l l  ove r  in to  ev e ry  13 

commun i t y ,  i t  w i l l .  14 

 We have to  f i nd  a  way to  ge t  t he  fund ing  15 

back  fo r  t he  you th  board .   We have  to  f i nd  a  way .   16 

I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t .   And i t  i s  your  j ob ;  i t  i s  why 17 

you chose to  run  fo r  o f f i ce ,  i t ' s  why you ' r e  here  18 

today ,  and  i t ' s  why you shou ld  p ro tec t  t he  19 

c i t i zens  who  e lec ted  you .  20 

 Mrs .  Ford ,  you were  go ing  to  say  21 

someth ing?    22 

 Mr .  Becker  i s  no t  he re .   But  I  p ray  every  23 

day  tha t  t he re  w i l l  be  somebody who ac ts  in  a  24 

human way,  somebody who c rosses  pa r t y  l i nes ,  25 
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somebody  who  does  whatever  th ey  have  to  do  t o  2 

make  sure  tha t  our  communi t i es  a re  main ta in ed.   3 

That  the  s ta tus ,  t he  va lue ,  t he  l i ves  tha t  we 4 

have  here  are  -  the  qua l i t y  o f  our  l i ves  he r e  are  5 

ma in ta ined .   And  I  t h ink  i f  you ths ,  e lde r ly ,  and  6 

the  d i sab led ,  and ch i l d ren  a re  cu t  ou t  o f  t h is  7 

budget ,  then  the  qua l i t y  o f  l i fe  fo r  a l l  o f  us  8 

w i l l  d im in ish .   9 

 And I  am surp r i sed ,  ve ry  surp r ised  tha t  10 

ch i l d ren  and  the  e lder ly  and  the  d isab led  a re  no t  11 

f i xed  i t ems in  you r  budget .   They ' re  var iab le  12 

i t ems in  you r  budget .   We have  to  do  someth ing  13 

abou t  tha t .   Tha t  i s  no t  r igh t .   And  I  come  to  14 

you today  to  ask  you  to  do  wha teve r  you hav e  to  15 

do ,  th ink  ou t  o f  t he  box .   Don ' t  make th is  a  16 

bond ing  issue .   Make  th i s  a  peop le  i ssue .   Le t ' s  17 

make  sure  we  have the  fund ing  fo r  these pro g rams .   18 

We need i t  and  you  need i t  to o .  19 

 Thank you.  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    John  Jaronzyk .  21 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    Good  a f te rnoon ,  lad ies  22 

and gent lemen .   I 'm John  Jaronzyk .   I 'm Pre s iden t  23 

o f  t he  Nassau  Coun ty  Cor rec t i on  Of f i ce r  24 

Benevo len t  Assoc ia t i on .   Now,  I ' ve  been s i t t ing  25 
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he re  a l l  day  and  i t ' s  ve ry  d i shear ten ing  to  hear  2 

abou t  a l l  o f  the  you th  serv i ces  tha t  a re  go ing  to  3 

be  cu t ,  and I  unders tand  tha t  the  coun ty 's  i n  bad 4 

f i nanc ia l  shape .   As  a  mat te r  o f  f ac t ,  back  in  5 

December  th i s  l eg i s la tu re ,  m inus  Leg is la to r  6 

DeRigg i -Wh i t ton  and Leg is la to r  So lages  who w ere  7 

no t  on  the  seats  ye t ,  th is  l eg is la tu re  vo te d  to  8 

change  the  adop ted  budge t  to  l ay  o f f  hundre ds  o f  9 

coun ty  worke rs  and  to  demote  corpo ra ls  a t  t he  10 

j a i l .  11 

 Now,  the re 's  30  co r rec t i on  superv i so rs  12 

tha t  were  demoted a t  t he  j a i l .   Bu t  what 's  13 

happened  in  the  mean t ime  i s  there ' s  been  o t her  14 

p romot ions  done  a t  t he  j a i l  a t  t he  same t im e  the  15 

superv isors  a t  t he  j a i l  a re  s t i l l  demoted.   Now,  16 

my  ques t ion  to  you ,  Pres id ing  Of f i ce r  Schmi t t ,  i s  17 

who has  the  au thor i t y  to  change the  2012  bu dge t?   18 

Who has  the  au thor i t y  to  change the  2012  ad opted  19 

budget?  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Change  i t  how?  21 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    To  add  pos i t i ons  i n  tha t  22 

budget .  23 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You have  no t  l i s tened 24 

to  any th ing  tha t ' s  been go ing  on  here  today  i f  25 
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you cou ld  ask  tha t  ques t ion .  2 

 MR.  JARONZYK:   Wel l ,  wha t ' s  your  answer?  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You th ink  we ' re  in  4 

any  pos i t i on  to  add pos i t i ons  to  the  budget ?  5 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    So  you ' re  say ing  tha t  i f  6 

a  pos i t i on  i s  t aken ou t  o f  t he  budge t  i t  ca nno t  7 

be  f i l l ed?  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No .   Wha t  I 'm say ing  9 

i s  t ha t  to  change the  2012  budge t  the  count y  10 

execut ive  wou ld  have  to  make  a  recommendat i on  11 

spec i f i c  o f  wha t  i t  i s ,  what  he  wants  to  ch ange,  12 

where  the  money  wou ld  come f rom,  where  the  13 

money ' s  go ing  to  go ,  and  exac t ly  wha t  i t  i s  fo r ,  14 

and send  i t  t o  us  and have  h i s  budge t  peop l e  15 

s tand where  you ' re  s tand ing  and make  the i r  case,  16 

and then  we wou ld  vo te  to  change  the  budget  o r  17 

amend the  budge t .  18 

 MR.  JARONZYK:   My ques t ion  to  you,  19 

because I  have been pay ing  a t ten t i on  a l l  da y ,  i s  20 

was tha t  done  a t  t he  cor rec t i ona l  center?  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    What  i s  what?  22 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    Are  you aware  they  d id  23 

p romot ions  a t  t he  co r rec t i ona l  cen te r  las t  week?  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  i t ' s  -  exac t l y .   25 
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I f  i t ' s  w i th in  the  budge t ,  t hey  cou ld  do  wh a teve r  2 

they  wan t .  3 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    What  i f  i t ' s  no t  i n  the  4 

budget?   Tha t 's  what  I 'm  ask ing  you.   I f  th e re  5 

a re  two pos i t ions  fo r  depu ty  under -she r i f f  - -  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :     I f  they  made the  7 

p romot ions  i t ' s  obv ious l y  in  the  budge t .  8 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    Your  budge t  tha t ' s  on  9 

your  webs i te  does  no t  s ta te  tha t .   As  a  mat te r  o f  10 

fac t ,  the  depar tment  requested  to  have  two deputy  11 

undersher i f f s .   The coun ty  execu t i ve  took  i t  ou t  12 

o f  t he  budge t  and in  the  adop ted  budge t  the  13 

budget  l ine  i s  zero .   Ye t ,  l as t  week  they  14 

p romoted  a  depu ty  undersher i f f ,  who jus t  hap pens  15 

to  be  good  pe rsona l  f r iends  w i th  Ed Mangano .   And 16 

they  p romoted  anothe r  ac t i ng  deputy  undersh er i f f ,  17 

who jus t  happens  to  be  a  ne ighbor  o f  Ed Man gano.   18 

And,  a t  the  same t ime,  they ' re  demot ing  19 

superv isors  a t  t he  j a i l ,  t hey ' re  p romot ing  20 

c i v i l i an  cor rec t iona l  center  cooks  a t  the  j a i l .   21 

My  ques t ion  i s  i s  anybody up  the re  fam i l ia r  and 22 

know wha t ' s  go ing  on  up  there?   D id  you kno w they  23 

were  do ing  p romot ions  a t  t he  j a i l  p romot ing  24 

cooks?   A t  t he  same t ime  they  want  to  c lose  youth  25 
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se rv ices ,  they ' re  p romot ing  cooks  a t  t he  ja i l .   2 

A re  you aware  o f  t ha t?  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Promot ing  cooks  a t  4 

the  ja i l  t o  wha t?  5 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Undersher i f f s .  6 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    F rom Cook 2  to  Superv i so r  7 

o r  f rom Cook  1  - -  they ' re  do ing  the  same job ,  8 

they ' re  jus t  ge t t i ng  pa id  more  money .  9 

 Now,  a l l  coun ty  workers  a re  under  a  wage  10 

f reeze  r igh t  now.   Yet ,  they ' re  award ing  th e i r  11 

po l i t i ca l  pa t ronage jobs  a t  a  t ime  - -  on  the  12 

backs  o f  t he  co rpo ra ls  tha t  were  demoted  th a t  13 

took  a  c iv i l  se rv i ce  pos i t ion ,  t ha t  p rov ide  14 

secu r i ty  - -  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Ja ronzyk .  16 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    I t ' s  Jaronzyk .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Ja ronzyk .  18 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    Ja ronzyk .   You  know how 19 

to  say  i t .   You  know wha t?   I ' l l  l e t  you  ca l l  me  20 

- -  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Wa i t  a  m inu te .   What  22 

do  you  mean I  know how to  say  i t ?  23 

 MR.  JARONZYK:   You  know how to  say  i t .  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  I  knew how to  say  25 
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i t ,  I  wou ld  have  sa id  i t .   Wha t  do  you  th in k ,  2 

th is  i s  a  game?  3 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    You know how to  say  i t .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   Good.   John .  5 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    Thank you.  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You have  a  h is to ry  o f  7 

coming  up  he re  and  mak ing  a l l ega t ions  w i th  8 

no th ing  to  back  them up.  9 

 MR.  JARONZYK:     Noth ing  to  back  i t  up?  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Why don ' t  you  submi t  11 

the  da tes ,  t he  t imes ,  the  names,  the  sa la r i e s  o f  12 

who was promoted?  I f  you  wan t  to  send  i t  t o  me -13 

-  14 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    Are  you fami l i a r  w i th  15 

your  budge t?  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Th is  i s  no t  a  c ross  17 

examinat ion ,  John.   I t ' s  no t  go ing  to  go  do wn 18 

tha t  way .  19 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    So  my ques t ion  i s ,  you  20 

don ' t  know what ' s  go ing  on  a t  the  ja i l ?  21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .   F ine .   F in i sh  22 

up  you r  th ree  m inu tes  and ge t  ou t .  23 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    So  you  don ' t  know what 's  24 

go ing  on?  25 
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 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  jus t  wan t  to  2 

say  I 'm o f fended .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  t oo  bad .  4 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    You ' re  te l l i ng  5 

someone to  f i n i sh  up  the i r  t h ree  m inutes  an d  ge t  6 

ou t .   That 's  on  the  - -  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Th is  i s  no t  a  c ross  8 

examinat ion .   I 'm no t  - -  9 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    reco rd .  10 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    go ing  to  have them 11 

s tand ing  the re  ques t ion ing  us  - -  12 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    I  though t  he  was  13 

ask ing  about  add ing  pos i t i ons .   You snapped  a t  14 

h im and sa id ,  oh ,  have  you  no t  l i s tened?   W e have 15 

no  money .   Then  when  you  found  out  he  was sa y ing  16 

the  coun ty  execu t i ve  was  - -  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Mr .  Denenberg  - -  18 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    add ing  pos i t ions  19 

- -  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    maybe you 'd  vo te  to  21 

add pos i t i ons  - -  22 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    your  who le  tune 23 

changed.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    a t  t h i s  s tage,  bu t  I  25 
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ce r ta in l y  wou ld  no t .  2 

 LEGISLATOR DENENBERG:    Everyone  3 

w i tnessed wha t  you  d id .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Leg is la to r  Ford .  5 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Thank  you  very  much .  6 

 You were  say ing  tha t  t he re  a re  two  7 

undersher i f f  - -  were  they  pro moted  w i th in  th e  8 

ranks?  9 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    No .   One  i s  a  co r rec t i on  10 

o f f i ce r  tha t  was  p romoted to  a  deputy  11 

undersher i f f  on  June  11,  who  jus t  happens t o  be  a  12 

c lose  pe rsona l  f r i end o f  Ed Mangano.   And t hen  13 

there ' s  a l so  an  ac t i ng  deputy  sher i f f  tha t  wen t  14 

f rom cor rec t i on  o f f i ce r  to  an  ac t i ng  pos i t i o n ;  15 

aga in ,  ano the r  res iden t  and ne ighbor  o f  Ed 16 

Mangano.  17 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Wai t .   Are  they  bo th  18 

ac t i ng  o r?  19 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    No .   One  i s  pe rmanen t  and 20 

one is  ac t ing ,  and  ne i ther  o f  them a re  i n  t he  21 

budget .  22 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Okay .   Then  - -  bu t  23 

what  about  the  p romot ion  o f ,  you  sa id  o f  th e  24 

cooks .   What  were  they  p romoted to?  25 
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 MR.  JARONZYK:    They  were  promoted  e i the r  2 

f rom Cook 1  to  Cook 2 ,  where  they ' re  do ing  the  3 

same job ,  jus t  ge t t i ng  pa id  more  money ,  a t  a  t ime 4 

when  we ' re  c los ing  you th  serv i ces ,  a t  a  t ime  when 5 

co rpora l s  and  superv isors  a t  t he  j a i l  a re  6 

demoted,  t he  t ime you ' re  cu t t i ng  t ra in ing  a t  t he  7 

j a i l ,  you ' re  cu t t i ng  serv i ces  a t  t he  j a i l ,  you ' re  8 

cu t t ing  secu r i t y  pos ts  a t  the  ja i l ,  bu t  you ' re  9 

p romot ing  cooks .   Does  tha t  make  sense  to  a nybody 10 

up  here?  11 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    I n  a l l  fa i rness ,  I  12 

know tha t  you  represen t  the  sher i f f s  and  I ' l l  13 

l ook  i n to  th i s  anyway.  14 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    I  represen t  the  15 

co r rec t i on  o f f i cers ,  yes .  16 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    Cor rec t ion  o f f i ce rs .   17 

I ’m so r ry .   Bu t  I  know tha t  t he  cooks  fa l l  u nder  18 

the  CSEA.   Am I  no t  co r rec t?  19 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    Cor rec t .   You  know wha t?   20 

Th is  i s  no t  a  knock  on  any  o f  the  c i v i l i an  s ta f f  21 

a t  t he  j a i l ;  they  do  a  very  essent ia l  job .   I  22 

have  spoke  to  P res iden t  La r r i ch iu ta .   I  am n ot  23 

t r y ing  to  s ta r t  a  war  w i th  my  un ion  and h is  24 

un ion .  But  t he  rea l i t y  i s  i f  t he re 's  no t  en ough 25 
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money and we  have to  demote  superv isors  a t  t he  2 

j a i l ,  then  why a re  we promot ing  cooks?   Tha t 's  3 

the  ques t ion  I ' d  l i ke  answered .  4 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    The re  may  be a  reason  5 

fo r  tha t ,  and  I ' l l  speak  to  the  coun ty  exec u t i ve  6 

on  tha t  o r  even  Mike  Sposa to .  7 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    And my  quest ion  abou t  the  8 

budget  i s  i f  the  deputy  undersher i f f s  a re  n o t  9 

funded  in  the  budget ,  how can  they  p romote  tha t  10 

pos i t i on?  11 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:    You  b r ing  up  a  good  12 

po in t .  13 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    Cont ra ry  to  what  14 

P res id ing  Of f i ce r  Schmi t t  sa id .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Wi th in  the  budge t ,  16 

John  - -  17 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    Yes ,  Peter .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    i f  t hey ' re  ope ra t i ng  19 

w i th in  the  budge t  o f  t he  cor rec t iona l  cente r  they  20 

can do  tha t .   I t ' s  app les  to  o ranges  to  say  we  21 

can ' t  take  money  - -  you  don ’ t  take  money  f r om the  22 

co r rec t i ona l  cen te r  budget  and  use  i t  to  pa y  fo r  23 

youth  se rv ices .   I t ' s  no t  a  cho ice  tha t  way .   I f  24 

there ' s  a  budge t  tha t ' s  adop ted fo r  the  25 
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co r rec t i ona l  cen te r  - -  now,  I  don ' t  know th e  2 

i n t r i cac ies  o f  wha t  happened  yes te rday  o r  l as t  3 

week .   But  i f  t here  is  money  in  the  budget ,  4 

i n te rna l l y  w i th in  tha t  depar tmen t ,  where  th e  5 

sher i f f  can  say  I 'm tak ing  X  do l la rs  f rom h e re  6 

and X do l l a rs  f rom here  and I 'm pu t t ing  the m here  7 

and I 'm promot ing  somebody  to  be  an  undersh er i f f .  8 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    So  a re  you  te l l i ng  me 9 

tha t  t hose  30  co rpora l s  wh ich  had to  be  don e  10 

leg i s la t i ve l y  can be  b rought  back?  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No ,  no .   As  you know 12 

- -  I  unders tand  tha t  t he  t i t l e  o f  co rpora l  13 

doesn ' t  ex is t  anywhere .  14 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    We l l ,  you ' re  m is taken 15 

because there  a re  s t i l l  62  o f  them.  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Bu t  they  don ' t  ex i s t  17 

anywhere  e lse  i n  the  S ta te  o f  New York .  18 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    That 's  no t  t rue  e i ther .  19 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .  20 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    I  don ' t  know who  i s  21 

g i v ing  you  tha t  in fo rmat ion .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Okay .  23 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    That  i s  no t  t rue .  24 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    John  - -  25 
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 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Probab ly  a  good 2 

f r iend  o f  Ed  Mangano 's .  3 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    Probab ly  a  good f r iend  o f  4 

Ed  Mangano 's .  5 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    I  have  a  mee t ing  6 

on  Thursday  - -  John - -  7 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    Yes .   How are  you?  8 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    I  have  a  mee t ing  9 

on  Thursday  and  I  w i l l  ask  the  she r i f f  what  10 

changes in  pos i t ions  have taken p lace .  11 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    Norma,  you ' re  on  the  12 

C iv i l i an  Rev iew Board  a t  t he  j a i l .   Were  yo u  13 

aware  they  d id  p romot ions  the re?  14 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    Pa rdon?  15 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    You ' re  on  the  c i v i c  16 

assoc ia t ion  board  there .  17 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    No .   I ’m  go ing  to  18 

be  mee t ing  w i th  h im on  Thursday .  19 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    And you ' re  on  the  Ja i l  20 

Adv iso ry  Commi t tee .   Were  you  aware  they  d i d  21 

p romot ions  a t  t he  ja i l  and  they  promoted  co oks  a t  22 

the  ja i l ?  23 

 LEGISLATOR GONSALVES:    I  am go ing  - -  I  24 

j us t  sa id  to  you ,  John ,  tha t  I  have a  meet in g  on  25 
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Thursday  and  I  w i l l  inqu i re  f rom the  she r i f f .  2 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    Okay .   So you  weren ' t  3 

aware .   Okay .  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Are  you done?  5 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    I 'm done .  6 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Good .  7 

 MR.  JARONZYK:    Thank you.  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  9 

 Andrew DeMar t in .   He l l o?    Andrew 10 

DeMar t in?  11 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   12 

 Dav id  S toneh i l l .   Dav id  S toneh i l l?  13 

 (No ve rba l  response. )   14 

 Ka thy  Rosentha l .  15 

 MS.  ROSENTHAL:    Good a f te rnoon.  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Good  a f te rnoon .  17 

 MS.  ROSENTHAL:    I t ' s  been  a  l ong 18 

a f te rnoon.   My name is  Kathy  Rosen tha l .   I ' m  the  19 

V ice  P res iden t  f o r  Long Is land  Reg iona l  20 

Opera t ions ,  f o r  FEGS Hea l th  and Human Serv i ces .   21 

And I 'm go ing  to  ta l k  jus t  a  coup le  o f  m inu tes  22 

abou t  how th i s  dec is ion  is  go ing  to  a f fec t  our  23 

agency  and  the  b roader  sec tor .   Bu t  I  jus t  w an t  24 

to  po in t  ou t  we 've  heard  a  l o t  t oday  about  the  25 
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impact  on  you th  agenc ies  and  sen io r  agenc ie s ,  and 2 

I  jus t  wan t  to  c la r i f y ,  and I  hope  you  a l l  know 3 

th is  and  I  don ' t  know i f  our  aud ience does ,  bu t  4 

i t ' s  beyond tha t  a t  th is  po in t ,  tha t  i t ' s  5 

se rv ices  across  the  hea l th  and  human  serv ic es  6 

sec tor  t ha t  a re  a t  ser ious  r i sk  he re .  7 

 FEGS,  I  th ink  a  lo t  o f  you  know,  was  8 

es tab l i shed in  1934.   I t ' s  a  b road-based  he a l th  9 

and human se rv i ces  agency .   We serve  100 ,00 0  10 

peop le  a  yea r  ac ross  the  New York  Me t ro  area ,  11 

i nc lud ing  30 ,000  on  Long  I s land.   And we  ha ve had 12 

a  ve ry  l ong - -  and  we ' re  p roud  o f  ou r  13 

l ongs tand ing  pa r tnersh ip  w i th  gove rnment  an d  the  14 

commun i t y .  15 

 The proposed  cu ts  fo r  cent ra l  human 16 

se rv ices  w i l l  have  a  d ras t ic  e f fec t  on  some  o f  17 

the  most  vu lne rab le  and f rag i l e  c l ien ts  tha t  we 18 

se rve ,  i nc lud ing  d isconnec ted  youth ,  t hose w i th  19 

menta l  i l l ness  and  o ther  spec ia l  needs ,  tho se who 20 

have  exper ienced  the  devas ta t i ng  e f fec t  o f  21 

unemployment  s ince  the  economic  down tu rn ,  v i c t ims 22 

o f  domes t i c  v io lence ,  ch i l d ren  and  adu l t s  w i th  23 

H IV/AIDS and  o thers .   These a re  the  Long  24 

I s landers  tha t  depend on  FEGS and the  c ruc i a l  25 
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fund ing  we  rece ived f rom the  county  and o th e r  2 

sources  to  suppor t  p rograms tha t  p rov ide  3 

c r i t i ca l l y  impor tan t  serv i ces  to  ass is t  the m in  4 

l ead ing  independen t  and success fu l  l i ves .  5 

 There  are  count less  examples  6 

demons t ra t ing  the  s ign i f i can t  ha rdsh ips  tha t  w i l l  7 

be  exper ienced by  thousands o f  c l i en ts  serv ed by  8 

FEGS and  o the r  human  serv i ce  agenc ies  i f  th e  9 

p roposed  cu ts  a re  imp lemen ted .   A t  FEGS a lo ne,  10 

these cu ts  w i l l  mean  the  l oss  o f  a  l i f e l ine  and 11 

essent ia l  suppor t  sys tem fo r  some o f  t he  mo s t  12 

vu lnerab le  menta l l y  i l l  c l ien ts  who access  13 

se rv ices  a t  our  ou tpa t ien t  men ta l  hea l th  c l i n i c  14 

l oca ted  in  Hemps tead .   The  p roposed $50,000  cu t  15 

i n  fund ing  cu r ren t ly  he lps  FEGS to  cover  the  cos t  16 

o f  serv ing  i nd i v idua ls  who  don ' t  have insur ance 17 

o r  a re  under insu red.   I f  t hese  cu ts  go  th ro ugh ,  18 

the  ind i v idua ls  who ge t  the  p rescr ip t i on  19 

med ica t i on  they  need  o r  the  counse l i ng  supp or t  20 

tha t  he lps  keep  them s tab le ,  ou t  o f  the  hos p i ta l  21 

and func t i on ing  independen t l y  in  the  commun i ty  22 

w i l l  be  a t  r i sk .  23 

 I n  add i t ion ,  FEGS is  a t  r i sk  o f  los ing  24 

near ly  $250,000  to  suppor t  ou r  work  in  the  men ta l  25 
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hea l th  cou r t  p rogram.   Th is  i n i t ia t i ve  i s  2 

des igned  to  he lp  i nd iv idua ls  no t  ge t  f u r the r  3 

i nvo lved  in  the  c r im ina l  j us t i ce  sys tem by  4 

l i nk ing  them to  se rv ices  and  in te rvent ions .   Th i s  5 

p rog ram no t  on l y  p revents  more  ser ious  c r im ina l  6 

i nvo lvemen t ,  bu t  saves  the  County  the  cos t  o f  7 

pu t t ing  these  peop le  i n  ja i l  who  a re  be t te r  8 

t rea ted  in  menta l  hea l th  se t t i ngs .   The t rad e-o f f  9 

shou ld  be  immed ia te l y  obv ious  to  anyone.  10 

 The f i nanc ia l  s t ress  on  the  no t - fo r -11 

p ro f i t  sec to r  s ince  the  economic  downturn  i n  2009 12 

cannot  be  ove rs ta ted .   Any  fu r ther  cu ts  in  13 

se rv ices  wou ld  be  devas ta t ing  no t  on ly  to  14 

p rog rams  tha t  p rov ide  urgent  and  c r i t i ca l  ca re  to  15 

some o f  the  need ies t  popu la t i ons ,  bu t  a l so  to  16 

soc ie ty  and the  Long  I s land commun i t y ,  Nass au 17 

Coun ty  i n  pa r t i cu la r .   The  resu l t  o f  t hese 18 

po ten t ia l  cu ts  w i l l  l i ke ly  be  h igher  hea l th care  19 

cos ts ,  i ncarcera t i on ,  inc reased ra tes  o f  20 

unemployment ,  and o the r  poor  l i f e  ou tcomes f o r  21 

a l l  o f  our  communi t i es .  22 

 We u rge the  Nassau  Leg is la tu re  and  the  23 

coun ty  execu t ive  to  recons ide r  any  fu r ther  24 

p roposed  reduc t ions  in  suppor t  f o r  hea l th  a nd 25 
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human se rv ice  p rog rams  in  Nassau  County ,  an d  we 2 

apprec ia te  your  a t ten t ion  to  th i s  ma t te r .   Thank  3 

you.  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .  5 

 Judy  San fo rd  Gu ise .    6 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    I  was  de bat ing  7 

whethe r  to  pu t  someth ing  i n  to  speak  o r  no t .   I  8 

a t tended  th i s  morn ing ,  I  was  ou ts ide  as  a  t rus tee  9 

o f  Fami l y  and  Ch i l d ren 's  Assoc ia t i on .   I ' l l  say  10 

tha t  I 'm  very  happy to  have seen  our  name l i s ted  11 

on  the  Ru les  Commi t tee  agenda  seve ra l  t imes ,  as  12 

we l l  as  the  names o f  o ther  o rgan iza t ions .   I t ' s  a  13 

shame tha t  so  many  o f  the  human se rv ices  pe op le  14 

had to  l eave .   But  I 'm  very  happy they  l e f t  to  go  15 

do  the  work  tha t  our  peop le  do .   But  I  t h in k  i t ' s  16 

a  loss  to  a l l  o f  us  tha t  we don ' t  have  a l l  t hose  17 

comments .  18 

 I ,  as ide  f rom a l ready  know ing  be fo re  I  19 

wa lked  in  he re  today  tha t  we were  ta lk ing  ap p les  20 

and oranges,  tha t  the  red  l i gh t  money was w hat  21 

was suppor t i ng  human  serv i ces .   And thank  y ou 22 

ve ry  much fo r  now exp la in ing  the  fac t  and b e ing  23 

ab le  to  g i ve  us  the  ab i l i t y  t o  exp la in  i t  t o  24 

o the r  peop le ,  t ha t  i t ' s  a  cho ice  to  make  i t  the  25 
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i ssue tha t  i t ' s  become,  a  cho ice  to  c la im t o  2 

c la im tha t  se rv i ces  tha t  a re ,  aga in  as  I  sa id  the  3 

l as t  t ime I  was  he re ,  these a re  cont rac ted  4 

se rv ices  because  we do  the  work  o f  t he  5 

gove rnment ,  we do  the  work  tha t  the  peop le  need 6 

to  have done  in  Nassau  County .   And i t  j us t  so  7 

happens tha t  ins tead  o f  you hav ing  a  depar t men t  8 

to  do  i t ,  you  cont rac t  w i th  the  human se rv i ces  9 

commun i t y  because,  aga in ,  we  can  do  i t  very  10 

e f fec t ive l y ,  ve ry  e f f i c i en t l y .   And so  you can  11 

unders tand ,  I  t h ink ,  why  we ' re  so  upse t  when  12 

we ' re  cons ide red  - -  ou r  c l ien ts ,  our  peop le ,  our  13 

s ta f f  a re  cons idered  d isc re t i ona ry .   We don ' t  14 

th ink  hung  peop le  is  d isc re t i ona ry  to  be  hu ngry  15 

o r  i t ' s  d i sc re t i onary  to  be  i l l  o r  men ta l l y  i l l .   16 

Our  p rog rams  save l i ves ,  as  was sa id .  17 

 Now,  Mark  had  some very  c rea t i ve  18 

sugges t ion .   And  I ' ve  been  - -  because I  l i ke  to  19 

do  th ings  - -  I  was  t ry ing  to  f ind  some money  to  20 

save ,  and so  i t  led  me  to  two  cu r ios i t ies  I  have .   21 

Had the  d i scoun ts  a t  t he  coun ty  go l f  c lub  b een  22 

repea led?  I  know there  were  d iscoun ts  rea l l y  fo r  23 

sen iors  many  yea rs  ago .   Does  anyone  know i f  24 

those d i scoun ts  a re  s t i l l  i n  e f fec t?   Becau se I 'm 25 
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look ing  a t  Mea ls  on  Whee ls  go l f .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  you ' re  re fe r r ing  3 

to  the  sen io r  c i t i zen  - -  4 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    Yeah.  5 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    reduced fee  - -  6 

there ' s  no  coun ty  go l f  c lub ;  i t ' s  the  count y  go l f  7 

courses .  8 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    O f  cours e .   Because  9 

I  rea l l y  am cur ious  abou t  wha t  i s  the  un rea l ized  10 

revenue.  11 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    They  a re  s t i l l  i n  12 

e f fec t .  13 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    Then my quest ion  14 

wou ld  be  wha t  i s  t he  amoun t  o f  t he  - -  I 'm su re  15 

i t ' s  no t  $43  mi l l i on .   I  hope  no t .   Bu t  I  w ou ld  16 

l i ke  to  know wha t  i s  t he  unrea l i zed  revenue  f rom 17 

recrea t iona l  ac t iv i t y .  18 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    There ' s  no  way  to  19 

quan t i fy  t ha t .  20 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    Wel l  we wou ld  know 21 

how many  sen iors  we have  who  a re  p lay ing  - -  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I f  t hey  know how many 23 

sen iors  they  have tha t  p lay  a  round o f  go l f  - -  24 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    We know how much 25 
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money is  be ing  genera ted  a t  a  d i scount .  2 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Bu t  what  you  don ' t  3 

know i s  how many  sen io rs  wou ld  no t  p lay  a  r ound 4 

o f  go l f  i f  t he  fee  was  ra i sed  up  to  no rmal  l eve l .  5 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    Then,  s i r ,  I  have  to  6 

go  back  - -  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  now you  wou ld  l ose  8 

revenue ra the r  than ga in  revenue .  9 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    t o  Mea ls  on  Whee ls ,  10 

the  on ly  p rog ram in  Nassau  - -  in  Long Is land  fo r  11 

p rov id ing  emergency  se rv ices  fo r  runaway  - -  you  12 

know the re 's  on l y  one prog ram f rom Mon tauk  to  13 

Manhat tan  fo r  p rov id ing  emergency  se rv ices  fo r  14 

runaway and home less  you th .   We have  a l l  so r ts  o f  15 

peop le  i n  need.   I  don ’ t  t h ink  go l f  i s  t ha t  16 

impor tan t .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  wha t  you 18 

th ink .  19 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    And  o f  c ourse  I 'm  20 

no t  a  go l fe r ,  and I  apo log ize  fo r  tha t .   21 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    There  you  go .  22 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    We rea l l y  a re  23 

ta lk ing  abou t  f rom a  good- fa i t h  e f fo r t .   I f  we  24 

rea l l y  have these prob lems  - -  and I  know s in ce  25 
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the  economic  downturn  the  s ta te  i sn ' t  ge t t i ng  the  2 

revenue f rom the  s tockbrokers  tha t  i t  once was ,  3 

wh ich  d id  p rov ide  20  percent  o f  New York 's  S ta te  4 

budget ,  I  know tha t .   That 's  no t  anybody  - -5 

necessar i l y  any  po l i t i ca l  pa r t y ' s  fau l t .   T here  6 

i s  l ess  money  in  New York  Sta te .   There ' s  l ess  7 

money coming  in to  Nassau  Coun ty ,  t hese  a re  8 

ce r ta in  rea l i t i es .   Bu t  we  can ' t  now - -  when  9 

we ' re  mak ing  dec is ions  about  wha t  to  do ,  th e re  10 

a re  ce r ta in  dec i s ions  we  need  to  make and l ook  a t  11 

the  e f fec t ,  wha t  i s  the  b ig  e f fec t  on  i t .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  regre t  t ha t  most  o f  13 

the  peop le  who were  he re ,  they  seem to  m iss  the  14 

concep t  o f  what ' s  go ing  on  he re  today  and w hat 's  15 

i n  f ron t  o f  us  today .   The re  i s  no t  a  dec is i on  to  16 

be  made abou t  whethe r  o r  no t  t o  cont inue  fu nd ing  17 

to  these  agenc ies  - -  18 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    Tha t  was  a  cho ice  19 

tha t  was  made  to  pu t  us  in  th i s  pos i t i on .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    tha t  dec i s ion  has  21 

been  made.   I t ' s  ove r .   22 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    I 'm  no t  here  to  23 

a rgue w i th  you.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I t ' s  i n  the  pas t .  25 
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 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    I 'm  here  to  ask  a  2 

ques t ion .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I ’m no t  he re  to  a rgue 4 

w i th  you  e i ther .  5 

 What 's  here  i n  f ron t  o f  us  - -  6 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    Wha t  i s  t he  7 

un rea l i zed  revenue  - -  8 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I  have  no  idea ,  9 

ma 'am.  10 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    The re  is  o the r  11 

revenue tha t  can  be  genera ted .  12 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    How abou t  we  doub le ,  13 

t r ip le  the  fees?   What  does  tha t  mean?   Wha t  does  14 

tha t  rea l i ze?  15 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    Hum? 16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    How abou t  we  t r i p le  17 

the  fees?  What  does  tha t  mean  in  un rea l i ze d  18 

revenue?  19 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    No,  no .   Unrea l ized  20 

revenue is  - -  what  i s  the  reg u la r  fee  tha t  21 

someone wa lks  i n  and  wha t  i s  t he  d iscoun ted  fee?   22 

I 'm g i v ing  you an  oppor tun i t y  to  ge t  a  l o t  more  23 

peop le  upset  w i th  you.  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    That 's  exac t ly  wha t  25 
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we  need.  2 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    But  i t  w ou ld  be  a  3 

much  fa i re r  g roup o f  peop le  to  be  upse t  - -  4 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Says  you .  5 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    who  may unders tand 6 

tha t  a  ch i ld  - -  7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Says  you .  8 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:   be ing  fed  or  reduc ing  9 

c r ime migh t  be  i n  the i r  economic  i n te res t .   I t  10 

may be  as  equa l l y  va luab le  i n  the i r  va lue  o f  11 

l i v i ng  i n  Nassau  County .  12 

 I  a l so  saw on the  l i s t  t he re  was  $134,009 13 

o f  app rova ls  fo r  t he  " f ree  concer t s " .   Most  14 

peop le  th ink  those  concer t s  a re  f ree .   I ’m 15 

assuming  these a re  no t  g ran ts ,  t ha t  th is  i s  no t  16 

g ran t  money.   Th is  i s  taxpayer  money .  17 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Excuse  me .   No ,  no .  18 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    Peop le  s hou ld  know 19 

there ' s  a  cos t .  20 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    No ,  no ,  no .    21 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    Tha t  i t ' s  no t  f ree .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    The concer ts  a re  23 

be ing  funded  by  ho te l /mo te l  t ax  money.   I t  d id  24 

no t  come out  o f  the  genera l  f und .  25 
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 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    Tha t ' s  g rea t .   I  2 

come f rom tha t  i ndus t r y .   Tha t  i s  exce l l en t .  3 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    So  tha t ' s  where  4 

they ' re  be ing  funded  f rom.   And tha t ' s  mone y  tha t  5 

you cannot  use  fo r  o ther  purposes .  6 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    I 'm  no t  l ook ing  a t  7 

i t .   See ,  th i s  i s  no t  - -  I 'm  no t  t a l k ing  th i s  o r  8 

tha t .   I 'm  ta lk ing  about  the  good fa i t h  e f f o r t  9 

tha t  t he re  shou ld  be  a  sha red  respons ib i l i t y  t ha t  10 

peop le  shou ld  unders tand  tha t  maybe p lay ing  11 

a round  o f  go l f  i s  no t  as  c r i t i ca l  as  a  sen i o r  12 

be ing  fed ,  o r  a  ch i l d  be ing  educated ,  o r  no t  13 

hav ing  peop le  no t  ge t t ing  se rv ices  fo r  t he i r  14 

i l lnesses .   Tha t 's  a l l .  15 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    I 'm t r y ing  to  fo l l ow  16 

what  you ' re  say ing .   But  t o  sugges t  tha t  se n io rs  17 

a re  mandated  to  p lay  go l f ,  no  ma t te r  wha t  th e  fee  18 

i s  t ha t  we  charge,  i s  where  you ' re  m iss ing  the  19 

po in t .  20 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    I 'm  no t  m iss ing  tha t  21 

po in t .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    You can ' t  say  tha t  a  23 

thousand  sen iors  p layed a  round o f  go l f  and  24 

there fore  i f  we  ra ise  the  fee  $10 we 'd  have  ten  25 
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t imes a  thousand ,  because tha t ' s  no t  so .  2 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    Wha t  I 'm  say ing  i s ,  3 

I 'm ta lk ing  abou t  good  fa i th .   I f  we  a re  sa y ing  4 

we  don ' t  have  money,  we ac tua l l y  - -  we  shou ld  be  5 

l ook ing  a t  a  lo t  o f  d i f f e ren t  ways  o f  how - -  I  6 

know how unpopu lar  t ha t  wou ld  be .   I  know - -   7 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    P lease .   We have  8 

ra ised  fees  i n  the  parks  and  been c r i t i c ize d  fo r  9 

i t .  10 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    R igh t .   Bu t  t hen 11 

when  peop le  unders tand  tha t  t h is  i s  pa r t  o f  the i r  12 

i nves tment  i n  the i r  commun i t y  ra ther  than h av ing  13 

th ree  year  o lds  no t  ge t t ing  se rv ices ,  no t  h av ing  14 

the  menta l l y  i l l  no t  ge t t i ng  serv i ces ,  and no t  15 

hav ing  hungry  sen iors .  16 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Wou ld  they  17 

unders tand?  I  have no  idea.   You 'd  have  to  ask  18 

them.   19 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    I  wou ld  say  no .   I 'm 20 

no t  e lec ted ,  you  a re .   Tha t ' s  what  you  ge t  t o  21 

exp la in .  22 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :     F ine .  23 

 MS.  SANFORD-GUISE:    Thank  yo u .  24 

 CHAIRMAN SCHMITT :    Thank you .    25 
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 That 's  t he  l as t  speaker  s l ip  tha t  I  had.   2 

I s  the re  anybody  e lse?   I f  no t ,  we  s tand  in  3 

recess .  4 

  (Whereupon ,  the  Fu l l  Leg is la tu re  5 

recessed . )  6 
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 C  E R T  I  F  I  C  A T  E  

 

 I ,  FRANK GRAY,  a  Shor thand  Repor te r  and 

No ta ry  Pub l i c  i n  and  fo r  t he  S ta te  o f  New Y ork ,  

do  hereby  s ta te :  

 THAT I  a t tended  a t  t he  t ime and p lace  above  

ment ioned and  took  s tenograph ic  reco rd  o f  t he  

p roceed ings  i n  the  above-ent i t led  ma t te r ;  

 THAT the  fo rego ing  t ranscr ip t  i s  a  t rue  and  

accu ra te  t ransc r ip t  o f  t he  same and the  who le  

thereo f ,  acco rd ing  to  the  bes t  o f  my  ab i l i t y  and  

be l i e f .  

 IN  WITNESS WHEREOF,  I  have  he reunto  se t  my 

hand  th i s  30 th  day  o f  June ,  2012 .  

 

 

    __________ _________________  

     FRANK GRAY 

 

 

 

 

 


